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1ONONDAGA LAKE NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT RESTORATION PROJECTS 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 


United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior 


Erie Canal and Southwest Lakeshore Trails 


I-695 


NYS Fairgrounds 


I-690 


Visitors Center 


Proposed New Trail 


Existing Trail 


Conceptual 


Conceptual 


Southwest Shore Recreation 
Trail Project Highlights 


New 1.2-mile asphalt trail
extension of West Shore 
Recreation Trail from near 
Onondaga Lake Visitors Center 
to Harbor Brook area 
Fencing installed along portions


of trail that have a steep bank 
near water 
Bench seating installed at five


locations along trail. 


Erie Canal Trail Project Highlights 


Build new 3.2 mile trail connecting Old
Erie Canal Trail to existing County Trail 
Preserve Gere Lock as historic site 
Develop 4,200-square-foot gravel public


parking area for additional access 
Increase guarding on railing on State Fair 


Pedestrian bridges over I-690 
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ONONDAGA LAKE NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT RESTORATION PROJECTS 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 


United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior 


Maple Bay, On Shore and Outlet Jetty Enhancements 


Outlet Jetty Enhancements 
 Improvement to existing Onondaga Lake outlet 


jetties to enhance recreational opportunities for 
anglers and pedestrians 
Gaps in west and east jetties filled with stone
and gravel material 
Paved walking path provides access to west
jetty from County Bike Trail 
Deck with railings constructed atop portion of
east jetty that is located entirely in lake 
Ramp with railings installed to provide access
from pedestrian walkway to adjacent lawn area
in Onondaga Lake Park 
Walking path installed to connect east jetty to 
County Park parking lot 

















Maple Bay In-Lake Habitat Enhancement 
38 acres of in-lake habitat enhancements, shallow water habitat and shoreline invasive species control 
Wetlands restored to allow for fish spawning 
Wild rice and floating aquatic vegetation introduced in shallow water 
Native floating aquatic species installed in calmer protected areas 
Underwater structure enhancements 









On Shore Habitat 
Enhancement 


 More than 30 acr
of wetlands 
enhanced through
control of invasive
species and
establishment of 
native plants 


 Hundreds of acre
of habitat 
conservation 


 Establishment of 


es 


 


s 


four vernal pools 












ORTGIhTAL 


In the Matter Of: 


PUBLIC COMMENT SESSION 


PUBLIC HEARING 


June 22, 2017 


ffi 


iul 0 6 2017 


Hearings ¿lnd 


800.211.D8P4 (æ76) 
EsquireSolutions.comT,SQHIRM 



https://EsquireSolutions.com





5


10


15


20


25


PUBLIC HËARING June 22,2017 
1PUBLIC COMMENT SESSION 


1_ 


2 STATE OF NEW YORK 


3 DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 


4 


In the Matter of 


6 PUBLTC COMMENT SESSION 


7 on the 


B ONONDAGA LAKE 


9 NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT 


and RESTORAT]ON PLAN 


11 


I2 PUBLIC HEARING in the above matter, conducted 


13 at the Southwest Community Center, 401- South 


L4 Avenue, Syracuse, New York before JOHN F. DRURY, 


CSR, Notary Public in and for the State of New 


T6 York, or June 22, 201,7, 6:00 pm to 7:50 pm. 


t7 


1_B BEFORE : MOLLY T. MCBRIDE, 


I9 Admini sLrat ive Law .Tudge 


625 Broadway, 1st Floor 


2t Albany, New York L223 3 - l- 5 5 0 


22 (sre) 40-e003 


23 mol ly . mcbride@dec " ny " gov 


24 
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PUBLIC HEARING June 22,2017
PUBLIC COMMENT SESSlON 2 


l_ 


2 INDEX TO SPEAKERS 


3 SPEAKERS 


UNI\I\
ÞADD\,T


I 
T) A TTìTTT -T'f\T4 .f\fl.I \-.f].IJ -L I\ 


AGGIE LANE 


6 NETL RINGLER 


7 .JAMES HECKATHORNE 


B VTRG]NIA DOLTN 


a A]\]DRtrT/iÏ tr.rìTNTFq 


CAROLTNE WEST 


11 DANIELLE KROL 


a2 R.ICH PUCHALSKI 


13 .]ESSI LYONS 


L4 HANNA RTNG 


MATT LTPTAK 


PAGES 


v 


SUN 1_1 


13 


1,4 


77 


añIJ 


SUN 2I 
Met.ro Transportat ion 22 


.ESÏJiV ¿J 


Brady Fait,h Cent er 2B 


Citizens Environment 30 


33 


L6 MARYANNE ADAMS Audubon Conservation 35 


t7 RENEE KITTLEMAN Audubon Conservation 36 


1B RYAN RIEFLER Wastewater Operator 3 9 


L9 GEOFFREY CUMMINGS 43 


ALMA LOWRY Counsel Oneida Nation 44 


2A STEPHEN IVOWELKO Sport smen ' s Clubs 49 


22 RACHEL MAY Sustainability Education 50 


23 MARY CUNNINGHAM 52 


24 MTCHAEL EMERSON 54 


LES MOI\TASTORY I saac War ton League 57 
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PUBLIC I..IËARING 
PUBLIC COMMENT SESSION 


1 


2 SPEAKERS PAGES 


3 C]NDY SQUILLACE 59 


4 FRED MILLER 9 Mile Creek Conservation 6L 


5 SHEILA S]C]L]A 64 


6 PETER KING Bikes & Moving People 65 


1 OL]VIA GREEN Atlantic StaLes Legal 6B 


B ,JESSICA ELL]OTT Board Member of SUN 7L 


9 ALFONSO DAV]S 74 


1-0 TOM MERRILL 76 


11 MAUREEN CURTIN CNY Solidarity Coal-ition 7B 


L2 BTLL LANSLEY 81 


13 ALBERT DAHER Isaac Walton League 83 


L4 MARTY IVERY Trout Unlimited 86 


l-5 DAVID SIMMONS Sportsmenr s Clubs 81 


L6 MERCEDES JONES B 9 


I7 ROBERT HALEY Focus Board Ond. Creek 92 


1B YUSUF ABDUL-QADIR ACLU 96 


L9 LINDSAy SpEER 100 


20 JEANNE SHENANDOAH Onondaga Nat ion 1'04 


2T SHARON ov{ENS Lo7 


22 


23 


24 


25 


June 22,2017 
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PUBLIC HEARING June 22,2017
PUBLIC COMMËNT SESSION IA 


1 ALJ McBríde 


2 ALJ McBRfDE: Thank you everyone for 
3 coming out this eveninq. Good evening 


ô1r^Ør -: trt^1 'l ìr-ñ--J4 çvsr/\rrrçt L.Ly j.rcil.tlc ^ -- -a -IÐ IVIUJ_J_y lvlL:lJIIu.e, l,m 


the Admini s trat ive Law ,Judge wi th t he 


6 New York State Department of 
7 Environmental Conservation. And I rm 


B going to be presiding over this 
i----r


P\/Fll Iflll'q lìlìnI Iñ ñ^mmôñF d^õõr^ña vvllttllvrlu p\;Ðl)I\-/Il.È/qvrrv 


We are here this evening to receive 
11 comments from the members of t.he public 
12 regarding Lhe DEC and the US Frsh & 


1_3 Wildlife Service for post projects: 
T4 Restoring wíIdlife habitat and 


recreation on Onondaga Lake. 


L6 The DEC and the US Fish & Wildlife 
L7 Service plan to restore and protect 
1_B wildlife habitat and wat.er quality and 


I9 increase recreational opportunit.ies at 
Onondaga Lake as outlined in the Draft 


27 Restoration Pl_an, and the Environmental 
22 Assessment rel_eased f or publ ic comment. . 


23 The Draft Plan and additional 
24 inf ormat, ion on the Nat.ural Resource 


Damage Assessment process may be founcL 
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PUBLIC HËARING June 22,2017 
PUBTIC COMMËNT SESSION 


1 ALLT McBride 


2 online" And that address is available 
3 at our sign-in table at the hallway" 


4 As part of the Onondaga Lake Natural-


5 Resource Damage Assessment and 


6 Restoration Process, the DEC and the US 


7 Fish & Wildlife Service assess 


contaminant related inj uries to natural-


9 resources, such as waterf owl and turtles, 
10 and quantify the lost use of natural 


t_1 resources to the public, such as fishing. 
L2 The Agencies then solicited 
13 restoration project ideas from 


T4 stakeholders who identified as type and 


B 


scal-e of restoration needed to 


L6 compensate those who were injured. The 


I7 ultimate goal of the process is to 


1_5 


replace, restore, rehabilitate or 


L9 acquire the equivalent of injured 
20 naLural- resources and resource services 


2I lost due t.o the release of hazardous 


22 substances, at no cost to the taxpayer. 


23 Comments on the Draft Pl-an may be 


24 submitted through July 17 , 201,7 and may 


25 be mailed to the US Fish & Wildlife 


l_B 
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PUBLIC HEARING June 22,2017
PUBLIC EOMMENT SESSlON 


1 ALJ McBride 


2 Servi ce t.o the at tent ion of Anne Secord . 


3 The mailing address as well_ as the 
*^-l I a ,-/l ç-[r.rc.r_-L crL¿LrrcÞÞ^ll-^^^^ dre ^---l -r-1= dVctJ_laJJJ-g at Ol-].f Sl_gn 


5 in t.able right out.side the hearing room 


6 here. If you did not get that 
7 information when you checked in here 
B today, please take it with you when you 


I a=rra T¡rTa r.¡-ivv a Ir 
'l 
¿ Laa^ t-'h ^ {- i F^-*^ L ..: ^* ^ L9 'r u r\euì-/ u].tÕ. u _LIJ.I- \Jl tttcl L _L(JIl c:L L 


10 the table until we finish our hearing 
11 here this evening. 


!2 This Publ-ic Comment Session is to 
13 provide an opportunit.y f or al1 of you to 
T4 come and comment on this proposed plan. 


1_5 This is not a question and answer 


1,6 session, but an opportunity for you to 
1,7 put your comments on the record. Anyone 


18 who wishes to speak today must fill out, 


I9 a speaker card. So far f have 


20 approximately 35 speaker cards. If you 


2T have not yet filled out a card they're 
22 available at the table in the hallway. 
23 Speakers wi I I be cal- l_ ed in the order 
24 that. we receive their cards. I will 
25 e al- 1 your name when i t, i s your turn to 
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PUBLIE HEARING June 22,2417 
PUBLIC COMMENT SËSSION 


I ALJ McBridC 


2 speak. If I mispronounce your name, I 
3 apologize, please correct me when you 


4 get to t.he mícrophone" Again, please 


5 come forward and speak ínt.o the 


6 microphone. Address your comments 


7 forward here to me. 


And remember that. we do have a court 


9 reporter, who will be taking down your 


l_0 comments. Please begin with your name 


1l- and your address, and if you are 


L2 speaking on behalf of a group please 


B 


identify the group or person you are 


1,4 represenLing here this evenJ-ng. 


1_3 


This hearing is for purposes of 


I6 pubtíc commentitg, and again, this is 
L7 not a quest ion and ans\À/er session. If 
1B you do have any questions for DEC staff 
t9 or US Fish & Wildtife staff, they are 


20 available here thís evening " And you 


21, may also contact. them afLer this 
22 evening " And again their contact 


23 information is available at our Lable. 


24 Because vve have aPProximatelY 3 5 


25 speakers so far , and I anticipate we' ll 


1_5 
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PUBLIC HEARING June 22,2017
PUBLIE EOM fVIENT SESSlON 


1 AL.T McBride 


2 probably get a couple more people, we , re 
3 going to limit each speaker to three 
4 minutes. That. -'/ûay ever-yone wiii have 


5 their opportunity to put their comment 


6 on the record here this evening. We 


7 have a t imer here on the screen that you 


B can see. Please be aware how much time 
v )'ou ha-"'e lef t, and f inish up y-o'úr 


l_0 comment s in that t.hree minut.e t ime 


11 period. f woul-d ask that everyone 


t2 please be respectful of that three 
13 minutes, and conclude your remarks when 


T4 your t.hree mj_nutes are up. 


15 Illhen you make your statement, please 
76 speak loud1y, slowly and clearly so that 
I7 we do have an accurate record of 
1_B everything you're saying here this 
19 evening. I also request that everyone 


20 silence their cellphones before the 
2L hearing begins. 
22 And also f'm going to ask that you 


23 please show respect and silence for all 
24 speakers who are making their comments 


25 Ïrere i.his evening. piease show each 


800.211.DEPO (3376)Ø ESQIJ,T-B"H 
EsquireSolutions.com 
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I PUBLIC HEARING June 22,2017 
PUBLIC EOMMËNT SESSION 


L Raichl in 
2 speaker the same courtesy and respect 


3 that you would want for yourself when 


4 speaking. I real-ize this is an 


5 emotional- issue. And on behalf of the 


6 DEC and the US Fish & Wildlife Service, 


7 I thank you all for coming out here this 
B evening. 


9 If you do not wish to make a 


10 sLatement on Lhe record here this 
l- t_ evening or if I call your card and you 


1,2 changed your mind, please real-ize you 


13 may still submit written comments. We 


1,4 have forms in the hallway, you can 


t_5 submit your comment here this evening or 


L6 again, you have the mailing address and 


I7 e -mail- address . Thank you all again f or 


t_B coming out. And we' 11 begin with our 


T9 first speaker, P'arry Raich1in. 


20 BARRY RAICHLIN : What I woul-d I ike 


2L to say is, ftm a fisherman, and Irve 
22 l-ived in Camillus and Mattydale all my 


23 life. frve been all over the country as 


24 a truck driver. And what I don't líke 
25 about this whole proj ect is, you have 


800.211.DEPO (3376)Ø trSQTJT"R,M EsquireSolutions.com 
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PUBLIC HEARING June 22,2017
PUBTIC COMMENT SESSION 


1 Raichl in 
2 Nine Mile Creek come down to the Lake. 


3 There is no access for people like I am 


A i-^..: -a ^r-LgIIL-l^L II(JW, cillo.--- Url()nClaga UfeeK nas nO 


5 access. You have no fish ladders on 


6 Onondaga Lake or Onondaga Creek. And 


7 there is a lot of little streams like 
B Ley Creek, f know there is fish in 
9 there . 


1_0 But the big factory there by the 
11 truck stop, they've complet ely fenced 


rrFF ¡l I f-?r=l ..'1-'n-^ {-1^^r /1-^^1-1-2 qa ¿ u¡rq u q!-?ô-sÇL wrrEr c LIIo. L \-r geJ! gug:j 


13 through there and you don't have access 


L4 to it. And most of the area around the 
15 Lake they made beautiful traifs for 
1,6 bikers, but I rm not a biker. I can' t 
L7 even get close to that little dock area 
18 they got on the Lake. I am looking at 
T9 it, how the hell do I get down there? 
20 And t.hat ' s what I 'm trying to get, you 


2L know, put forward here. 


22 Werve got to do something about 


23 people like me. There are a lot of 
24 people t.hat are old, that can't. walk all 
25 that f ar , \,ve ire not bikers . So that was 


Ø ESe_I/_lß,H 800.211.DEPO (3376) 
EsquireSolutions.com 
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PUBLIE HEARING June 22,2417 
PUBTIE EOMMENT SESSION 


l_ Lane 


2 what I would like to get forward. Thank 


3 you, very much" 


4 AL.l McBRIDE : Thank You, s ir . Our 


5 next speaker is Aggie Lane. 


6 AGGIE LANE: I 'm Aggie Lane, and I rm 


7 a resident of the Southwest Side of 


Syracuse, actually a few blocks from 


9 here. I tm a member of Syracuse United 


10 Neighbors. And I've spent the last 


B 


1"7 


11 years working on onondaga Creek issues. 


I2 From 2000 to 201-0 I worked with the 


13 grassroots group, the Partnership for 
L4 Onondaga Creek, fightíng to keep the 


County from building RTFs , or what I 
L6 call rainy day sewage plants, for 
tl combined sewer overf l-ows on Onondaga 


1B Creek. The Partnership advocated for 
1,9 und.erground storage of these combined 


20 sewer overflows" In particular, wê 


2L pushed for solutions that didn't use 


22 chlorine disinfection, so that Onondaga 


23 Creek and Onondaga Lake's habitats 


24 woul-dn' t be f urther impaired. 


25 fn 2008 the County embraced our 


1_5 
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PUBLIC HEARING June 22,2017 
PUBTIE COMMENT SESSION 


1 Lane 


2 storage solut ion adding green 


3 infrastructure to bolster the capture of 
A r ¡1t ^^*1^-:-^lutJrrtr)J_rreLl Sewd.ge. I\ow, aJ_mostr l-u years 


later, the water quality in t.he Lake and 


6 our Creek is vast.ly improved. 


7 My house is across the street from 


B Onondaga Creek. fn years f havenrt 
cma]l- f-lra o{-ìnl- nF {-}ra ra'*^^1- n9 urru \JI \-IEc:-r!. -^^^rr--pLrrvru Ð(-fIlJ\ LII(: -Éi, fg(,-J_J-y 


good thing. So now \,ve need to embrace 


t_ t- our Creek for the asset it is. For 
rlar.¡rTac tr¡r'i nrro nann"l 1¡n-'^ 1.^^^- Ê^"1 l--i *^!2 vvvqsvp vq!fvqÐ È/çv}.ifç ^ IIq-vç IJËEII LcL_LJ\IIIy 


13 about how we could recl_aim the Creek. 


74 In 2004, Onondaga Environmental 


fnstit.ute got a four year grant from Lhe 


1,6 EPA to study how the Creek could be 


L7 reclaimed, natural-ized, so it creates 
1B habitat for birds and fish and provides 
t9 green space and recreation for the City 


residents. OEI's final report cites a 


21, number of projects. It.Is time we funded 


22 them. 


23 The NRD plan, which this hearing is 
24 about, would be a perfect way to fund 


Onondaga Creek proj ects f or Cit.y 
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PUBLIC HËARING 
PUBLIE EOMMENT SËSSION 


RingI er 


2 residents, especially those living on 


l_ 


3 the Southwest and South Side of the 


4 City. CurrenLly, the Creek is off 
limíts to City residents because it is 


6 fenced in, and its banks are overgrown. 


1 Residents hardly know it.'s Lhere, and 


some of them have a very negative image 


9 of it. It's time to change Lhat. We 


want Lo enj oy our Creek and in our 


B 


11 backyard. The NRD Process is the 


L2 funding opportunity vve need. PIease 


13 make it happen. 


L4 ALJ McBRIDE: Thank You. NeiI 


Ringl er . 


L6 NEIL RINGLER: MY name is Neil 


I7 Ringler, L9 Gettman Drive, Baldwinsville, 
1B New York. Irve lived a few miles from 


T9 the Lake for the last 42 Years and 


worked on it with a group of students 


2L for about 30 years" Fished it on 


22 Saturday, caught six fish, actually nice 


23 fish, put them back" But hoPefullY 


24 we' 1l- be abte to. BuL I 'm here to 


simply gíve overall general support" 


June 22,2017 
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PUBLIC HEARING June 22,2017
PUBLIC COMMENT SESSION 'l t1 


1 Heckat horne 


2 And I am extremely excited about the 
3 pro j ect.s Lhat were suggested. Doesn' t 
4 mean there shoul_dn! t or coul_dn' -u be 


5 oLher proj ects, but from out standpoint. 
6 of working on the Lake for many many 


7 years, f or probably 40 or 5 0 graduat.e 


B students, many of those proj ects made a 


1 tremendous amount* of sen se . 


10 And f 'm here really to l_isten to the 
l_1 other ideas, such as the Onondaga Creek, 


L2 Nine Mj-le Creek and so on. But f rom my 


1_3 standpoint, the process looks to be an 


1_4 extremely positive one. Thank you. 


l_5 AL.T McBRIDE: Thank you. ,James 


L6 Heckathorne. 


77 JAMES HECKATHORNE : I 'm .James 


1B Heckathorne f rom Baldwinsvil l_e . And f 
T9 read through the report, and I like what 


20 f see in most of the proposals. And I 
2A do a lot of work wít.h the Trustees. 
22 Tonight I 'm here to represent a group of 
23 people , who I ike ffie, are avid cycl ists , 


24 hikers, like to go down to the Lake. 


25 Arrd \,ve're part,icuiarly excitecr about Lhe 
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PUBTIC COMMËNT SËSSION 


Heckathorne 


2 two projects that involve the bike trail" 
3 So what we did i s we goL toget.her , 


kind of grassrooLs effort, and 


1-


= 


5 c írcul-ated a pet it ion . And I would I ike 


6 to read part of it int.o the record 


7 tonight, if I could. 


" Connect ing t,he Erie Canalway Trai l 
9 has been debated f or more t.hen 20 years . 


10 The proposal put forth by t.he Onondaga 


11 Lake Trustees connects a maj or segment, 


L2 potentially connecting up to 280 miles 


13 of existing Erie Canalway Trai1, 


L4 creating one of the longest intrastate 
1-5 multi--use use trail-s in the United 


L6 States. 'l 


t'With these benef it.s in mind, Lhis 


B 


L7 


1B petition supports the const.ruction of 


T9 two proposed projecLs: Connecting the 


20 Erie Canalway Trail from Camillus to the 


2t Onondaga Loop , Lhe Lake Trai l- , and an 


22 extensíon of the Loop the Lake Trail 
23 into the Inner Harbor of Syracuse " We 


24 urge the Onondaga Lake Trustees to 


25 implement these proj ects without delay 
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PUBLIC HEARING 
PUBLIC EOMMENT SESSION 


1 Heckat.horne 


2 to make a real, lasting benefit for the 
3 people of New York Stat.e . 'r 


A a1^ *^^!^l L1^-.: Ll---Li --L)\r wu IJ(JÞLeu LrrJ_5- IJeLJ_LJ_()II . ÞO rar 


when f left the house, wo had 176 


6 signatures. We'l-1 continue to collect 
7 them and we'l-l submit them as part of 
8 the record. People who signed the 
9 -nets i ts i nn r^rÂrÂvvv! e q¿pvr"l cn rrtv J t-oÄ {-n -,,t-'-ìÞL,LIJlLt-L Lì --'-i uçtl u\J i-


comments, and we'11 submit those to the 
11 record too. But just a few. 


Þonnr¡ frnm Qr¡r¡ñ11cô õarrõ llrFÌ.-i ..i ^t2 vJ !qvqpu ÐqI Ð, II¡J_È - IÐ 


13 so important to revital izing this area 
T4 and. bringing back the beauty and 


usability of the area.,l 
a6 Scott from Syracuse says, "please 
I7 extend and improve the trail_ . " 


18 Jack f rom Liverpool says , " Th j_ s 


79 trail is being used by so many people, I 
can only imagine how the Erie Canal 


27 Trail and Southwest Lakeshore Trail 
22 Extension will be received once 


23 completed. Keep the line, 1et's Loop 


24 the Lake. " 


Dale f rom Syracuse simpiy, i'pJ_ease 


June 22,2017 
1Atv 
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PUBLIE HEARING June 22,2017 
PUBLIC COMMENT SËSSION 


1 Dol in 
2 complete the trail- " " 


3 I won't go through them all because 


4 \,r¡etve got several , but Glen f rom Boston 


says , 'r Have been wait ing a li f et ime f or 


6 it. to happen. " So we echo t.hose 


7 comments, and we hope to see the bike 


trail included as part of the proj ect. 


9 ALJ McBRIDE: I don't think I said 


in the beginning, if anyone is reading 


11 their comments into the record, please 


L2 leave your comments behind for the courL 


13 reporter to enter into the record. 


L4 Thank you. Virginia Dolin. 


VIRGINIA DOLIN: Credit where credit 
I6 is due. I 'm very glad that Bob Congel 


L7 restored the Carousel- that was put at 


18 Carousel Center for a long time, because 


1,9 that' s restored from the original Long 


Branch Park. So we have somethíng that' 


2a \^/as on Onondaga Lakeshore from a hundred 


22 years ago restored. 


23 A hundred years âgo, we had White 


24 City, wê al-so had the Iron Pier " We had 


the beginnings of some actual 


B 
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PUBLIC HEARING June 22,2017
Pl lFll llì lìôt\/t\¡trr\rr ctreetôNt {alto! ! vÊvv¡vt { 


1 Dol in 
2 entertainment, amusements that were easy 


3 for people to get to from Syracuse. And 


+ tirey confiicted with che expanoing 


Allied Chemical vats. 
6 White City, t.hat used to have 25, OOO 


7 electric lights, must have looked just 
B so t.he moon had landed. Was bought up 
o ¡-.1 a ¡-h^*-: ^^l .^f T i1--^-LJ c¡.rr\t "â^,iL¿ÞsL, ct Þ d. (-IIetÌt_LUct_L IJJdIIL . !l_J(e 


t.earing down paradi se to put up a 


11 chemical plant. And the fron pier, 
1a t.rlti¡h ¡a{-r'-"1 1- *^l^wrrrvrr o.\-LL,to.r_Ly wctÞ tttctLle uuL^..L ^c --^^l --^-ruI wuu(l aII(l., 


13 painted black to look like an Iron pier 
L4 that was in progress at the time that 


Allied was upping its amount of chemical 
L6 waste on the Lake " 


L7 And by 1938, pretty much there was 


18 no entertainment. industry on t.he Lake. 


1,9 In 1934, Three Rivers Inn had opened ín 
Phoenix. People would rather drive past 


2a the Lake and go to Phoenix to see Nat 


22 King Col-e, the whole group. f t ' s not 
23 that t.here wasn' t an ent ertainment 
24 industry, it's just that when yourre the 


most polluted Lake in the United States, 
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1 Bowe s 


2 people aren't going to go to your 


3 resort " 


4 So I would like to see a liLt]e bit 
done on Onondaga Creek, which has these 


6 beautiful parks. I would like to see 


l some entertainment for the Public 
rest.ored to Onondaga Creek. It r s kínd 


9 of a replacement for Onondaga Lake. 


ALJ McBRIDE: Thank you. Andrew Bowes 


l- l_ ANDREW BOWES: I 'm from 


L2 Bal-dwinsvi lle , New York . Are there any 


13 Creek Rats here? Raise your hand. 


1,4 Wetve got one guy over here that cleaned 


Onondaga Creek as a volunteer effort. 
T6 Made it a navigable waterway that. it is 
L7 today. I have used it from behind the 


1B MOST, just two weeks âgo, it is a 


L9 fabulous resource. ft's an emerald 


ribbon through the center of this City" 


2T I think with proper care and thought 


22 that Kirk Park can be widened, the waLer 


23 can be slowed down, you can have a 


24 canoe /kayak access point. there. There 


is enough room in Kirk Park for 


B 
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1_ 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


B 


Y 


l_0 


1_1 


T2 


13 


74 


1_5 


1,6 


77 


1B 


I9 


20 


2L 


22 


23 


24 


25 


Bowes 


entertainment. that can be supported by 


local- communities. It's a vital 
! r^õ^içÐ\rL¿.r_ \,8 . r 


-fÈt^ 
L Þ ^^-.:-^y\J_LII9 L^L(J UUIIL -l-^---J_IIUe LO Ðe 


polluted to some degree by the mud boils 
unless there is some science that 
changes that. So a fund should be 


created that l_asts at least seven 
.lêTìêrâl-ìn¡rq -irrel- 'l 


I ve v ¿ rr!ç il-a t-lra
J urtu LIn',¡lt¡quuglruÞc;lLlJ.lE:E: , 


and didn't geL it right, quote though, 


do. We need to l-ook f orward on how to 
m-a-int.ain this Creek . f t ' s not so much a 


natural Creek, like Nine Mile, which 


looks great , ít ' s been replant ed, f rve 


paddled there multiple times, that's a 


natural ized area. 


This ís an urban area, it's going to 
have to require more maintenance. 


Access points, t.here is about six of 
them . My one t.hat I t hink i s the big 
one for me is behind the MOST, because 


it ' s in the center of downtown. There 


is over $300 million of ínvestment in 
downt,own that people are moving down in 
droves, if you iisten to t,he cievetopers. 


Ø ESe_uLRH 800.211.DEPO (3376) 
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1 West 


2 How many of those people would like to 
3 access to fish that Creek and have 


4 recreaLion along thaL Creek? 


5 Wit.h that fund, âo administraLor can 


6 work with public and private benefits, 
7 relationships, you can have sponsors . 


Honeywell can put their sign on the 


9 gates. That way the things can be 


B 


control l-ed and maint ained. 


11 ftve been in a lot of different 
L2 waters. This one has been neglected. 


13 ft's time that Honeywell, the DEC, do 


T4 what they did for Nine Mile Creek needs 


15 to be done on Onondaga Creek. The 


L6 studies are there. The stuff is out 


L7 there. There are a lot of people here 


18 know a lot more about it than I do. 


1,9 ItIs time to get going on it" Thank you. 


20 ALJ McBRIDE: Thank You. Caroline 


2L West " 


1_0 


22 CAROLINE WEST: Thank You" I rm 


23 Caroline West, thank you for coming, 


24 .Tudge" IliveinSyracuse, a block 


25 and-a-half from the Creek, in the 
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1 Krol 
2 Val1ey. I cross the Creek multiple 
3 times a day. The restoration is great, 


-.: ^- -i^Lt reured"L-J(JII l-5- 9IecrL. luly Iltat_n COnCefn l_S 


that wo, who live near the Creek, 


6 shouldn't be afraid of the floods . We 


7 shoul-dn't be in a Flood Zone. If the 
I Creek can be fixed Lhat should happen. 


Ànrl +-hiõ io {-lra {--i*^ {-a -.l¡- .-,1^^*9 ¿¡¡rs urrrp ¿Ë ullç uItil.g L\_,, \l\J !L wIIcIl^^ t 


there is funding available. We 


1t_ shouldn't always have t.hese nightmares 
nf r^¡r'i l- i nrr l-lraca €'l nn¡{ .i n-'i?ñh^^!2 yyr r ç +¿¿v ç¡¡9pv ! ¿vvu IIIÈ) LtI aII\_ç 


13 premiums. Thank you. 


t4 ALJ McBRf DE : Daniel_ 1e Krol . 


DANIELLE KROL: Hi, T 'rì Danielle 
T6 Krol, I'fiì a senior transportation 
I7 planner, and f'm here representing the 
18 Syracuse Metropolit.an Transportation 
T9 Council-. I'm here to of f er our support 


to two specific proposed recreati-onal/ 
2L restoration projects. The Erie Canal 


22 Trail ExtensÍon and the Onondaga Lake 


23 Recreation Trail. 
24 As was already mentioned, that 


connecting the Erie eanal_ Trait through 


June 22,2017 
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1 Kro 1 


2 New York State and through our community 


3 has been talked abouL for more than 25 


4 years. And with member agency support, 


and we are an agency of multiple 
6 different agencies, City of Syracuse, 


7 Onondaga County, New York State, our 


B agency, SMTC, conducLed a study that 


9 examined how to close the current gap in 
the trail beLween Camil-lus and Dewitt. 


11 ftrs one of the more significant gaps 


L2 across the state. Itrs about L2 to L4 


miles was missing. f tts also in an 


1,4 urbanízed area, and so easy to do, would 


have been done by no\^/. 


L6 So part of our process, for our 


L7 study, included a survey asking the 


1B public what t.hey wanted to see in Erie 


I9 Canal Trail in t.hat area" And folks 
said that they were interested in having 


2T off roads that has easy access to 
22 cul-tural- sites, activities, f ood, 


23 services, and one Lhat followed the 


24 historic rouLe of Lhe canal " 


In the western part of the gaP, in 


1_3 
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1 Krol 
2 t,he Cami llus area , SMTC looked at 
3 Honeywell property at a high level as a 


A *al-a*L-i n---f^'I ^ã!^-^ = L/\JLçrrL_LctJ_ U(JrrrrçULgI . .É{IILI d.ti pAI t OI 


that examination we also looked at 
6 Gerel-ock Road and Gerel_ock place. 


7 That's a significant. part of the history 
B of the Erie Canal Trail. We received a 


-l nts nF nrrl-r-ì i n nnmman{- qllurnÄ *nnn+-"1,q v! evrlllllv¡lu¡/sv¿rv :Jçr¡gIcL_L 


feedback about how important it is to 
11 hold onto that asset and to preserve t.he 


t2 Gerel-ock as part of the trail. 
13 Another point I would like to make 


L4 is connections to the existing trail in 
the community, the Erie Canal Trail and 


I6 the Southwest Trail piece there, would 


t7 help do that . Connect with the Lake 


1-B trai] and the Creek walk. And it would 


L9 be important in creat ing an overal l_ 


regional t.rai I network . 


2L I al-so wasn't to point out too, the 
22 SMTC created a long reach transportation 
23 plan, 25 year vision that guides 


24 t,ransportat ion planning and investment 


in the county. Ano ciosing the gap in 
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1 Kro I 
2 the Erie Canal Traíl would help achieve 


3 several of those goals and pass a long 


4 range plan, providing more trails to 


connect destinations, increasing the 


6 percentage of commuLer trips made by 


7 bike or walking, reducing miles of 


people traveling to the region. And it 
9 also came out of the regionallY 


significant project having the trail in 
11 our community. 


T2 And the last point I would like to 


B 


make is that recenLly the Governor 


L4 announced 200 million to complete the 


Empire SLate Trial across New York 


1,6 State, which incl-udes the Erie Canal 


L7 Trail. For the central Pieces on 


1B Honeywell property are extremelY 


L9 signíficant, they're a key Piece to 


completing the trail. If these projects 


2L dontt happen through this manner it will 
22 loe really t ough to have i t happen 


1_3 


" 


23 AL.T McBRIDE: Rich Puchalski " 


24 RICH PUCHALSKI: MY name is Rich 


Puchalski, Executive Director of 
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1_ Puchalski 
2 Syracuse United Neighbors. We are here 
3 today to protest the projects that are 


'i- {-h^ o 't /¡ 1A ^l .: ^r-4 ¿rr urrç (, r_ / z -¿L L+ Èi _L I UJ1, pcilJe f . l- t 


includes st.uf f like Nine Mile Creek, but 
6 it neglects to talk about anything along 
7 Onondaga Creek, which is the largest, 
B tributary to Onondaga Lake. 
Y We thínk r-hat the Ccuncil- shoul-d 


have a little bit more representati_ves 
11 of people in the City, particularly 
l2 Af rican-Am.ericans, in order to take a 


13 look at this whole issue of Onondaga 


T4 Creek. 


Onondaga Creek is an area that's 
I6 chain-linked fenced off. Overgrown with 
I7 trees and brush. One canrt even see the 
1B water in the Creek, and as we cross the 
L9 streets that go through the neighborhoods. 


Staff of Environmental Conservation 
27 and US Wildlife should take a look at 
22 Meadowbrook. It's a beautiful area next 
23 to Barry Park, and it's got runners, 
24 walkers, cyclists using the trails, 


_^__lenJoyirig Lhe iush green space. There l_s 


June 22,2017 
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1 Puchal ski 
z ducks and geese, something that we don't 


3 see in Onondaga Creek. 


4 This year 270 properties came off of 


the FEMA ftood zone on the East Side. 


6 We believe that t.he basins protects the 


7 homeowners, it's quite the opposite of 


Onondaga Creek. The FEMA hundred year 


9 flood zorle made it.s ugly appearance in 
August of t L6. 876 properties were 


B 


targeted to pay flood insurance, which 


I2 is up to about $600 a year. 


13 Mud boil-s. ft's t.ime for DEC to take 


L4 a study about the Creek, particularly in 
the City, along South and Temple Streets. 


1,6 And this has pushed forward this whole 


1,7 idea of a hundred year flood zone. Our 


18 neighborhoods along t.he Creek are being 


I9 harmed as a result of the mud boils. 
SUN would like to see fishing Piers, 


2I canoe/kayak launches along the Creek, 


22 reLent ion bas íns and recreat ional-


23 amenities. We want a slice of the NRD 


24 money. 


Public hearing" Well, You know 


11_ 
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1 Lyons 


2 initially there was not a public 
3 hearing. I think a few people showed 
A l^-^- Ê ,,up, d. LrLrzerr ur ÞuI\ on trne lucn.l ^ ^c us If'oIIt 


or 11th of May and protested that event, 
6 held up our signs. And demanded that 
7 the NRD people hold a public hearing. 
I And that's why \Me have it t.oday. Thank 


>Q 
\r^tl lar{-n}r \r^rr nvnt'-,{ {-1.-^ *a--! È -: *^ 
Ivs. vquv¿¡ yvu clr\JL{lt\,t L-IIE lrc¿,L Lltltg. 


ALJ McBRIDE : Thank you . ,Jes s i Lyons . 


l-1 JESSI LYONS: I 'm a resident that 
I i rzac mr¡ ñrnnarl-r¡ 1-r¡al-^ Fat2 + 4 v e v , ,,,.I vyv! uJ vq\JÀÈ r.r!, LL-,, vlrL,llLtctgcLI/! ^*^*l^^^ 


13 Creek in North Valley Neighborhood. And 


74 I al-so represent the Brady Faith Center 
that serves people in the Southwest 


1,6 communit,y and the South Side, and we run 
L7 an Urban Farm on the South Side that is 
1B adjacent. to Onondaga Creek. ft also has 


L9 a tributary that is on the other side of 
the property and we,re surrounded by 


2L wood s . 


22 So my personal experience is thaL 


23 the Onondaga Creek Corridor on the South 


24 Side through the Valley does have rich 
opportunity for natural_ resource 


Ø ESQIJI.R"H 800.211.DEPO (3376) 
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1 Lyons 


2 resLoration and develoPment, and 


recreational opportunities thaL come 


4 with that " And also the property values 


5 and overall well-being that would come 


6 to residents by increasing the 


7 recreational and ecological restoration 
I in that area. 


9 Our neighborhoods are long overdue 


10 for having these type of developmenLs. 


11 And the day-to-day benefit that a 


t2 resident gets from having these 


13 opportunities, including transportation, 
L4 by biking and walking, canoeíng, 


15 whaLever it might be, but also having 


1,6 increased access to education and nature 


L7 education in the CitY. 


1B So I am advocatitg, as well as the 


L9 others, to increase the ecological 


20 restoration, focusing on Kirk Park, 


2t focusing on the section south of 


22 Ballantyne Road that are already semí-


23 naturalized Lhat have very easy 


24 opportunities for development. There is 
¿5 lots of green space along Onondaga Creek 


3 
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t_ Ring 


2 that is public property that could be 


3 developed for these purposes. Thank you. 
À 't\ T T nr^nn Tññ ñ1- 1 a ñ.rru rvtL-lr-E(t_rJl1 : tIIctfIJ{- yoll.. hlanna R1ng. 


HANNA RING: Hi, my name is Hanna 


6 Ring. f 'm the Central New york program 


7 Coordinator for Citizens Campaign for 
I the Environment. Thank you for the 


Õrrrrnrlrrniu sr¡4 l-r¡ ev ÈI/sÇLJ\cna¡l- .9 l-n {-^Äâ-.uÌ u\-/\.(o.y 


CCE applauds the Trustees for 
11 conducting an assessment of the damages 


ln Ônnnrl¡rr¡ T.=Þa rnri Fav ,ll-l -^ {-t^^t2 ! L/ v!qr!v qrtv v! ^-^*.-.1 _L\rIIIy LJ-IeÞrr 


13 assessment . We also thank you for 
1,4 ext.ending the publ ic comment period and 


in holding the hearing today. We 


I6 support many of the aspects of the 
1,7 restoration plan, however, there are a 


18 f ew point.s we want to make t o improve 


L9 the plan and better restore Onondaga 


Lake, it ' s habitat and its wat,ershed. 


21, We commend the Trustees for 
22 considering and proposing a variety of 
23 restoration projects, however the 
24 description and information provided 


about the specific projects are vague 


June 22,2017 
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1 Ring 


2 and lack crucial details " Wetre talking 
3 of not providing enough information 


4 about the project to adequately gauge 


the environmental benefits and impacts. 


6 CCE encourages the Trustees to produce 


7 additional information about the 


proposed proj ects and other proj ects 


9 that have not been fully considered. As 


well as include informat.ion about the 


B 


11 l-ocat íon, the s i ze , and t.he cost and Lhe 


1,2 environmental impact of those projects. 
13 The proposed projects listed in the 


L4 Assessment are a very good starting 
poínt to addressing the resLoration in 


L6 Onondaga Lake, but do not go far enough. 


T7 The ecological and restoration projecLs 


1B that are in the Assessment are limited 
L9 and overlooked proj ects that would 


benefit the watershed. The Assessment, 


2I should consider a project to restore 


22 habitaL and recreational opporlunity to 


23 Onondaga Creek and other tributaries" 
24 ProjecLs that resLore native fish and 


plant specíes, as well as additional-


June 22,2017 
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1 Ring 


2 projects to educate t.he public on the 
3 health of the Lake and what they can do 
A 
= to contribute Lo its restoration. 


CCE urges the Trustees to seek out 
6 and assess additional_ rest.oration 
7 proj ect.s in order t,o address the 
B overwhelming restorative needs of 
9 Ô-nn-nrlrrr= T.=l¿a . ¿ap La r.ra'l'l qp-õ n-l ¡a^vve!4 }/JÇL\/ç a_ 


higher priorit.y on the ecological 
1t_ restoration projects than they have in 
t2 th:-s Assessnnent. 


13 Many of the proposed recreat.ion 
a4 projects are focussing on increasing 


fishing access. Fishing access onto the 
76 Lake, none of them include informing the 
T7 public of the health risks of consuming 


1B fish from the Lake. Fish consumption 


1,9 advisory signs are crucial to have 


around Onondaga Lake due to legacy 
2I pollution. 
22 The proposed recreat ional_ 


23 restoration projects do not mention 


24 educating the public of the dangers of 
eonsuming the fish. CCE urges the 
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L iptak 
2 Trustees to include the installation of 


3 físh consumpt.ion advísory signs at all 
4 fishing access points that accurately 


depict the danger of consuming fish. 


1_ 


6 Furthermore, CCE urges the Trustees 


7 t.o use the s igns develoPed bY t.he 


B Onondaga Lake Watershed Partnership. 


9 The OLWP developed fish advisory signs 


thaL woul-d be universally understood, 


11 and clearly conveys and depicts that 
L2 fish from Onondaga Lake should not be 


t-3 eaten. 


I4 ALJ McBRIDE : Thank you. Mat.t Liptak. 


MATT LIPTAK: Hel1o, Itm Matt LiPtak 


L6 from Baldwinsville, New York, I'ITl a 


L7 little tal1. 
1B ALJ McBRIDE: You can move that uP. 


T9 MATT LIPTAK: AnywaY, I would just 


like to say that it's important for you 


2L to consider the Haudenosaunee, the 


22 Iroquois people ín your restoratíon of 


23 the Lake " There was promises Lo them a 


24 year or two ago through Onondaga 


legislatì-on, that a portion, some acres 


June 22,2017 
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1_ Liptak 
2 of the land on the Lake woul_d go back to 
3 them. And I don't think we should break 


qrr\-/r-rrEr_¡nnÈlrn- F^ L1^^ ar-L i^^4 ^*^*.i L(J l\d.Ll-ve l{[[leI-]_ca.I.rr\Jltl_LÞu LIIg --^ 


5 Al- so t.here i s some bas i c things real_ 


6 quick, t.hat f notice that seem t.o be 


7 omitted. There vrere no i_nf ormation 
I about bathrooms along all the trails 
9 l-hal t¡rìtt r r'o rrrri nrr l-n ?ra mal--i -r ]--^.,,¿ "" Jv¿¡¡:J Çv vv rrlqJ\rrl:J.-^ J- .rlll\Jw 


1_0 that I 'm a regular user of Onondaga Lake 


11 Park on the east side, and those 
!2 ba-throom.s cor.ne in ."'ery handy '"vhen f 'm 


13 drinking a l-ot of wat er on a hot day. I 
L4 was thinking maybe to construct a few on 


15 the other side. 
T6 And I encourage Lhe people to think 
t7 a little bigger about the development of 
18 the west side of Onondaga Lake for the 
T9 restoration. Why not. turn a visit.or 
20 center into a nature center. lühy not 
2I t,urn the northwest side opposite Willow 
22 Bay into possibly a campground, if it. 
23 could be restored. And that's all I 
24 have to say. Like to thank you for your 
25 hrard work and t.hank you for the chance 


800.211.DEPO (3376)ØtrSQIJIR"H Esq u i re S o! uti o ns. co rn 



https://visit.or





5


10


15


20


25


35 
PUBLIE F{EARING 
PUBLIC EOMMENT SËSSIÕN 


1 Adams /Kittleman 
2 to speak" 


3 ALJ McBRIDE: Thank You" MarYanne 


4 Adams and Renee Kittleman. They're 


going to share their remarks. 


6 MARYANNE ADAMS : Hi, f 'Tr MarYanne 


7 Ad.ams. I tm Conservation Chair f or 


B Onondaga Audubon . I happen to l- ive in 
9 Cato, New York, but I represenL Audubon 


Chapter in many Counties around here, 


11 including Onondaga County. 


1,2 For the past few years this 
t-3 organization has been closely tied to 


L4 Onondaga Lake's restoration process. As 


an Audubon Chapter, wo have strong 


1,6 feelings about protecting the birds that 


L7 depend on the area as a migratorY 


1B stopover point and as a destination for 
L9 raising the next generation. The 


construction of the Amphitheater 


2L resul-ted in dramatic changes to some 7 0 


22 acres of scrub habitat " 


23 Now the resLoration process has the 


24 potential to greatly improve a variety 
of habitats. However, âs habitat 


June 22,2017 
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1 Adams /Kittleman 
2 improves and more bird species move in, 
3 we have the added responsibility of 
,/t Ll^^^¡"^^+-.l*^ ---l^-l 


-: --1-- eIIJ oyr_ngç\,rLr\,ø.L_Lrrg Lrre -fJurJJ_J_u WIIU dIe 


5 increased access about the wildlife that 
6 shares the space. Along with this 
7 fabulous opportunity comes increased 
I responsibility. Every proposed proj ect. 


9 will- ha-"'e an impact on '"vildl-ife. Each 


t_0 one needs to be thoroughly assessed with 
11 regards to what i t wi l- 1 mean f or the 
l2 birds and other fauna that share the 
13 habitat. 
t4 We will do that in our written 
15 comments to fol_]ow later. f 'd like to 
I6 int.roduce Renee Kittleman, the 
L7 Vice-President of Onondaga Audubon. 


18 RENEE KITTLEMAN: We give our 
T9 support, to the grassland restoration 
20 work. And prior to the Amphitheater 


2L be ing bui lt , Lhere \^rere Bobol ink and 


22 Dickcissel- breeding at the grassland, 
23 and recreating that habitat for these 


24 birds is a huge priority. We applaud 


25 the proposal. 
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1 Adams/lcittl-eman 
a
^ MARYANNE ADAMS: We'd also like to 


3 see mudflat creaLion as shorebird 


4 foraging habitat. Onondaga Lake used to 


5 be a key migratory shorebird stopover 


6 location in Central New York and hosted 


7 some very rare spec ies , such as Nort.hern 


Lapwing in the past. Creation of 


9 forging habitat is key to preserving 


t_0 this trend. 


B 


f n addítion, \,ve've been noticing 
1,2 that lately a great deal of money has 


13 been shunted toward improving parking 


T4 areas. So looks like a lot more paving 


15 is going to be done. Pavement is not 


T6 really good for wildlife. For example, 


L7 if asphalt is wet, waLerfowl will 
18 mistake it for water. If a Loon lands 


I9 on a parking lot, thinking it's water, 


20 it can't fly off again, and stuck there 


2L and wi 11 probably die " We woul-d I ike to 


22 see more gravel used wherever possible, 


23 you know , if it doesn' t inconvenience 


24 the public too much. 


25 RENEE KITTLEMAN: COMMON TCTNS hAVC 


11_ 
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1 Adams / t<ittleman 
2 been showing up on the Lake again, and 


3 creating of Tern nesting platforms coul_d. 


,/l 1^^ l-- -.: ---^L!,,ç çcr.Þy IJruLrLruLl-ve filealts oI prov]_Cl]-ng 


the birds with nesting habitats that is 
6 fairly safe from predators. This could 
7 fit. in nicely with the plan to install 
I structures for fish and amphibians. 


M^ÞV^RTNTÉ1 r¡ïn aan{-..i*,.^ L^ 1^^9 ¡.4¡!\arurr!! nurulLJ. yyg \-(-,rIlL_LtILlg LU IJe^Tl^l\/¡c. 


concerned about the placement of the 
L1, final portion of the Loop-the-Lake 
!2 Trail-. t¡Ie appJ-aud the cornçJ-etion of the 
13 trail . We think it 's a wonderful_ thing. 
L4 Some of our board members are bikers. 


However, we think it's very important 
T6 that t.he Bald Eagle roost, that is in 
t7 the same area as the proposed, one of 
1B the proposals for the trail be 


L9 considered, either have it closed during 
the time when the Eagles are there or 


2I else have a different loop to avoid them 


22 if it,'s necessary. 


23 RENEE KITTLEMAN: And we hope a 


24 conservation based group or a coalition 
of such groups are given priorit,y for 


June 22,2017 


Ø trSQT/-TRH 800.211.DEPO (3376) 
EsquireSolutions.com 



https://EsquireSolutions.com





5


10


15


20


25


39 
PUBLIE HËARING June 22,2017 
PUBLIE COMMENT SESSION 


1 Rief ler 
2 the transfer of the Honeywell Visitor 
3 Center " We would like to see the Center 


4 used for a variety of environmental 


education programs. 


6 MARYANNE ADAMS: In general, we 


7 commend all t.he efforts to restore 


I habiLat around Onondaga Lake, and the 


9 Onondaga Audubon looks forward to 


working with fish and wildlife, DEC, 


11 Onondaga Count.y, to make the Lake a 


1,2 better place for birds and other 


13 wildlife in addition to what is being 


L4 planned for t.he benef it of humans. 


ALJ McBRIDE: Thank you. Ryan Riefler. 
t6 RYAN RIEFLER: Good evening. RYan 


L7 Riefler here from 2780 Schuyler Road in 


1B Marietta, New York. I am an operator at 


T9 the Vil lage of Marcel- lus Wastewater 


TreaLment Plant " f 've come this evening 


2L and I've heard some fantastic things 


22 abouL what might be able Lo be developed 


23 or restored for our communities and our 


24 youth of the future, maybe potentially 
move them a\^/ay from technology and 
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1 Riefler 
2 reacqua j-nt them with t,he out doors again, 
3 which is great . 


A i dor:' t Ìrave any concerns about what 


5 necessarily you're proposirg, other than 
6 maybe the dist.ríbut.ion of the resources 
7 that. do so . f 've come to speak on what 


B I feel is inequity of the distribution 
v n€ t-?ra zl¡m¡¡^- 7\a L^--^v! ur¡v vqrrrqyçÞ . ft'Þ Wg ^^!l^^-^ lftiI g9cLLJ.feI 


10 tonight, a sma1l bedroom community ten 
11 miles to the west of here is suffocating 


'ìn¡nn-i ..*.:-^!^-r^^l1) l-ho f! ¿¡¡qr¡vf q! ..ra-i^L{- \JI r1^^LILç LIII_LIILgII(lgLl=-l wçryrrL ^F 


13 mandate l-ate f or the Onond.aga Lake 


74 phosphorus TMDL. 


1_5 And as much as the gentleman before 
76 me has spoken about the public hearíng 
L7 for the opportunity to express their 
1B thought.s, we were never invited or even 


T9 acknowl-edged during the creation of that 
20 TMDL . And once agaì_n, I f ee I something 
27 simil-ar is happening to many of these 
22 residents and community members here " 


23 During the Onondaga Lake clean up, 
24 ini t iaI ly the c l- ean up was kept , the 
25 liabiiity of the clean up was kepL to 
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L Riefler 
2 the edges of the Lake " But with the 


3 creation of the Onondaga Lake TMDL for 
4 phosphorus, it \^/as expanded to t.he 


5 ent ire watershed . So we have 3 , 0 0 0 


6 f ami l- ies that are looking to have to 
-l financially pay for a 600 Pound 


B reducL ion in phosphorus t.hat our 


9 wastewater treatment plant would have to 


1_0 remove each year due to our Permit. 
1_ t_ We have a $6 million Project that 


L2 has been necessitated by this TMDL and 


13 the phosphortts, towards the phosphortls, 


L4 and. the DEC oversight to include us in 


15 the creation that lead us to a Point 
1,6 that we feel \^/e have no outl-et for our 


T1 community to conLinue to thrive and 


18 expand iuself. 
T9 We see many l-eave New York St ate due 


20 to taxes and the cost of living here and 


2T the economic inabilities to find jobs" 


zz We ' re t rying to cont inue to keep our 


23 youth here. And as rísing costs are 


24 associated with wastewater 


25 infrastructure, and costs obviously not 
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1 Riefler 
2 going into the funding of this that 
3 should be equitable, we are concerned. 
A Î¡f^l--^ l^^^- 1^----- l-- ri-
= vvE vE rreel.r vsry riLrËy llt lvlaI-cellu.s wl_trn 


energy upgrades to the plant in 2006 . 


6 And the composting project, which has 


7 reduced the total biosol_id disposal 
I costs. All of these things are driven 


lrr¡ ¡^rra:l- c¡r.iuq n¡o !v! \-\_,rtlttlttl,II_L t..LyJc) vsç v ¿rryp Fat \J(tJ_:,! ^ìr? ^^'.ñr,.^ì 


members. But obviously there is an 


11 investment cost to that. 
t2 InTo f rra .='l cn l.raan qvvq!¡r.rrrÄaÄ ¡ 1r"'-Æ*^,{lç\Is¿ vv vev¡r uçu Q. IILIII\LI 


13 thousand dollars for a clean energy 
L4 communities grant and $20, OO0 for zero 


emissions infrastructure. 
I6 So we are environmentally minded and 


1,7 fiscally responsible. yet we feel that 
18 this unfunded mandate has been put upon 


L9 the Village, and this might be an 


opportunity for damages and assets to be 


2T steered toward the Village to right what 


22 I feel is a wrong. 


23 Werve currently got about a ç2 


24 million gap on that g6 million project 
and, any fínancial assistance in that 


June 22,2017 
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1 Cummings 


2 considerat.ion woul-d be appreciated " 


3 Thank you. 


4 ALJ McBRIDE: Sir, can we have Your 


remarks? Geoffrey Cummings. 


6 GEOFFREY CUMMINGS : Good eveníng. 


7 f 'm f rom Eastwood, 21,9 Norwood Ave. in 


the City of Syracuse. Generally I'm 


9 pleased with Lhe qual ity and the scope 


of the projects that I'm seeing that are 


B 


being generated from t.he community1_1 


L2 members . I would espec ial1y I ike to 


13 reiterate support for reallY the 


L4 Onondaga Creek from Tul1y into the City 


and the considerable problems Lhey're 


T6 having, rea1ly all along them. 


1,7 To me it gets down to hoPing that 


1B the DEC and the Wildlife Departments are 


1,9 going to help us keep Honeywell to the 


commiLment that was made to this 
2I community" We want to be key markers of 


22 that, in thaL the fish in the Lake would 


be edible " I don' t appreciate all- the 


24 science, and a lot of it, I think all of 


us it ' s hard to keep a handl-e on. But 


¿J 
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1_ Lowry 


2 there is a cauLionary tal-e, even 


3 presently in the Hudson River, where 25 
A .) /'ì't \Jr Jrr yccrrÞ c19u u.l1 . WaS agal_n ÐfoUgnt 


5 into a similar sit,uat.ion, and l_ooked to 
6 bring the Hudson back. And present.ly it 
7 doesn't. seem as though it really has 


B done that. And it becomes a matter of 
l-rn-lr:l ina l-lram iñ^^ìrntsa'l-r"lrq ¿4v4vrr¡:J çr¡ullt qvuv(¿tJ.L-ctJ.J_LE ^ . 


10 Irm concerned that five years down 


11 the road the fish will still not be 


t2 edibl-e, and that that coTirTÌìitment wiil 
13 have become gray or l_ost. And again, I 
74 ask the Department of Conservation to 
1_5 help us defend t.hat and to help us 


T6 support that principle. Thank you. 


7l AL.l McBRIDE : Alma Lowry. 


1_B ALMA LOWRY: Good evening, ffiy name 


T9 is Alma Lowry, I 'fit an attorney, here 
20 speaking on behalf of the Onondaga 


2t Nation" The Nation particípated as a 


22 Trustee in this process for many years, 
23 hoping that it would result, in a cleaner 
24 and restored Onondaga Lake. We are 
25 pleased to see good iOeas :-n the Draft 
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Lowry 


2 P1an, particularly the restoration of 


3 the habitat around the Lake and 


4 protection of undeveloped lands in the 


Tully Valley. But we also see some 


6 serious shortcomings. 


1_ 


7 The Nation has alreadY Provided 


B writ.ten comments, and rather than 


9 repeat ing those at length tonight , I ' ITI 


going to focus on three key issues. 


1st , the need to exPand t.he damagest_ t-


L2 cons idered , Lo j-nc lude broader cul- tural 
13 and recreaLional losses. 


L4 2nd., the need for projects directly 
in the damaged communit ies, part icularly 


L6 along Onondaga Creek. 


1,7 And 3rd, the need to ensure that 


1B increased fishing access won't increase 


I9 exposure to toxic fish" 
So the Draft Plan focuses PrettY 


2a much exclusively on damage to 


22 identifiable natural resources, like 
23 fish and birds and recreational fishing 
24 losses " This ignores entire categories 


of lost benefits that should have been 
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t_ Lowry 


2 provided by an unpolluted Onondaga Lake. 
3 Such as the psychological and emot,ional 
A 1^^-^€.iL &^ l-- L1-
= r./s1rEr_LL LLr -^^*r^IJe(Jpre JII LfIg communl_tr,y or 


the connection with nat.ure, the cul_tural 
6 value of t.he Lake to the Onondaga Nation 
7 and the broader Syracuse communj_t.y, and 


B the simple existence value of the Lake. 


9 Tlieqa I¿vupupnccac irô Ð¿:jIr_Lt-L\-c,IlLo-i ^--i €-.i ^--r cLllLl ..i rq!u ^*l _LL 


shoul-d not be ignored. We are asking 
11 the Trustees to expand their assessment 


!2 to incl-ude these l-osses and deveì-op 


13 projects to address them. 


74 The Draft plan should also 
prioritize projects that are easily 


76 accessible to City residents. As the 
1,7 Onondaga Nation has committed itself to 
1_B try to restore the proper relationships 
1,9 bet.ween the people and the natural 


world. And the century-Iong pollution 
27 of Onondaga Lake has really severed the 
22 relationship between people in the 
23 Syracuse community and the natural wood 


24 embodied in that, Lake. That loss is 
prof ound. Anci ic cani t be repaired with 


June 22,2017 
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1 Lowry 


2 just a handful of recreational fishing 
3 spots and hikíng trails, particularly 
4 when those proj ecLs are distant from the 


5 affected communities. 


6 Onondaga Creek, in Particular, 
7 should be a focus of attent.ion. Onondaga 


Creek flows through the Nationr s 


9 territory, it flows directly through t'he 


B 


City of Syracuse. It should provide 


11 easy access to nature for both the NaLion 


t2 and urban resÍdents. Unfortunately iL' s 


13 severely damaged. And mosL of the South 


T4 Side is fenced off from the communities 


15 and residents, as Rich menLioned, often 


76 can't even see the water. The Trustee 


1,7 Council can and should develop proj ects 


1B to make Onondaga Creek an accessible 


I9 natural area for urban communities. To 


20 make up for this loss, this loss 


2L connection, the Nation and these 


22 communitíes have suffered because of 


23 ongoing pollution" And therefore 


24 proj ects t.hat have been proposed, such 


25 widening and renaturat.izing the Creek or 


1_0 
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1 Lowry 


2 creating retention ponds with 
3 recreat.ional access, these should be 


-.: ^ì-_--+ UUIIS J-LTEI E(l._a 
. 


And last , \n/e t re concerned about the 
6 heavy focus on expanding recreat.ional 
7 fishing acces in and around Onondaga 


B Lake. Werre worried that may lead to 
9 +¡av!sq¡:rç\r.'i nnro¡aaÄ ^- (JI^E E-.: ^l^ l^ --^i -\_(JrrÞL.ttt$:rLItJIr L^^ññr'*^.t--.i IJ_:tIl, ugsIJJ_Le 


Department of Health recommendat ions 
1t- that children under i_5 and women under 


'ì Ä1) r'Ïrì har-i 1^^ ñ^{- a¡.t- t-:v¡rrrv vvq! rrrv-^ qvç rr\JL Ect-L- dLLy I ISIl-l^ d.L^! 


1_3 all. We woul-d like the Council to 
L4 maximize the likelihood that the public 


will fol-low the recommendations by 


76 posting limited fish consumption by 


L7 posting warning signs in multiple 
1B languages, with graphic warnings at all 
79 new or expanded recreational_ fishing 


locations. 
2t I just want to thank you for the 
22 opportunity to speak tonight. And 


23 really appreciate the hearing, and the 
24 opportunity to testify, as you see a lot 


of peopie here. 
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1 Wowe lko 


2 AL.l McBRIDE : StePhen Wowelko . 


3 STEPHEN WOWELKO: Good evening " MY 


4 name is Stephen Wowelko of East Syracuse. 


5 I rm the Director of the Onondaga County 


6 Fed.eraLion of Sportsment s Clubs, and a 


7 Councilman to the New York SLate 


B Conservation Council. 


9 The Onondaga CountY Federation of 


t_0 Sportsmenrs Cfubs represents over 5, 000 


11 members in over 3 O sport ing organi zat j-ons 


T2 throughout Central- New York. 


13 At a meeting of the delegates from 


L4 its member organizations on June a9, 


15 2017, the representatives unanimously 


T6 passed a resolution in support of the 


L7 proposed proj ect s in the Natural 


1B Resource Damage Assessment and 


L9 Restoration Pl-an Proj ects f or Onondaga 


20 Lake " I will- submit a coPY of that 


2L resolution for the record" 


22 Sportsmen feel that the projecLs go 


23 far and above what our expecLations were 


24 in this remediation process to compensate 


25 the public and the environment for 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


1_0 


11 


72 


13 


T4 


15 


a6 


T7 


1B 


T9 


20 


21, 


22 


23 


24 


25 


May 


l-osses sustained while the Lake vvas 


being cleaned up. We realize that. time 
is of the essence, ar:d tire iorrger that 
these projects are delayed, the longer 
Ít will be before we and future 
generations will be able to enjoy their 
benefits. 


AT,,T ¿ ¡v.g¿L¿y! Mr-PÞTnEl. rFlrrnL r'^ir TJaal^^-i t\r+--. ¿ r¿qtlJ\ \-rLt J . f\Ç[\-J'LE: I Lrld,y . 


RACHEL MAY: Good evening. f 'm 


Rachel M"y, Director of Sustainability 
trducation at Syracuse University. For 


the l-ast couple of years f 've had a 


grant from the Environmental protection 
Agency Lo develop curricul_um for 
students in middle schools and high 
schools in the area, in the watershed. 
So that they can l earn about ind.igenous 


environmental- values and the hist,orical_ 
ecology of Onondaga Lake. 


ftrs been a very successful_ program. 


!üerve brought. a lot of students out to 
the Haundenosaunee peace Cent.er and the 
Honeywell Visitor Center and elsewhere 


orr ihe Lake so t.hey can iearn about the 


June 22,2017 
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May1_ 


2 history of t.he Lake and the ecosystems 


3 and naLure around the Lake as it. is now 


4 and as it once was. 


So my comments are most 1y t.hat there 


6 are a number of ecological restoration 
7 proj ects that are proposed, and I would 


l ike to see more at.t.ent ion to how they 


9 might be used by school children, bY 


school groups. So that there would be 


1t_ signage and information that could be 


L2 used so that Lhey can be part of field 
13 trips. 
1,4 But, and I don' t know if this even 


falls in the purview of the project, but 


L6 what we have found is that a lot of 


B 


L7 these students don' t have access to Lhe 


1B Lake to begin with. And they only, 


I9 they're seeing the Lake for the first 
t ime, because they' re coming there on a 


2t field t.rip that we have paid for through 


22 our grant" So if all of the resources 


23 are going to improving recreation along 


24 the Lake, but there are a lot of people 


who can't get to the Lake to begin with, 
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1 Cunningham 


2 that's a problem. So I would like 
3 to be taken into consideration in 
A Ttr L1^^-^^ -.:rr J_Þi d. wdy to= way. Lrrere - creatre 


for field 


that 
some 


a luno. 


trips to the Lake for our 
6 children in the watershed or other ways 


7 of enhancing access to the Lake from 


B communi-ties that don't have that access. 
-tìi-^


9 Tlr=l_le r^zlrrf- T r.rnr''l¡l {-^v vv¡rq u a vvvur\l J _rf:ç L\J Þ(::c . 


ALJ McBRIDE : Mary Cunningham. 


11 MARY CUNNINGHAM: I 'm Mary 


!2 l-llnn"i nrrlr¡m¿¡srrr, T¿ I rnrrr vvv¡tl-raan â TvA rz^1r -i l^-¡-q IçÞJ_L,L(:IIL-^^^ I=a-J_ 


1_3 of the City of Syracuse. I would like 
L4 to just say a few words in support of 


some of the comments that have been made 


L6 today. 


1,7 1. There's been a lot. of focus on 


18 the Lake itself. But the Creek also 
I9 really needs research done to figure out. 


why is the Creek flooding? What might 
2T be done about it? And how does that 
22 relate up the Creek into the 
23 Haudenosaunee land? And f Lhink we need 


24 to recognize t.hat. it is all one. It's 
not a Lake ancr a creek, it's aI1 one. 
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1 Cunningham 


z And it's the whole ecosystem. 


3 2 " I 'm glad to hear that there will 
4 be money spent on looking at the mud 


5 boils and how that might relate to it. 
6 So I think thatts really important. 


7 I spent a year looking wit.h the 


parks and rec department looking at Kirk 
9 Park, Onondaga Park and Elmwood, which 


t_0 had Onondaga Creek, common thing they 


B 


have going through them is Onondaga Creek. 


T2 When you look at Meadowbrook, which is 
13 on the East Side, which has become 


L4 recreation, flood control- and natural-


15 habitat, I really think you have three 


1,6 major beautiful jewels on that South and 


T7 SouLhwest Side in those three parks that 
18 might be able to become a sludge 


I9 prevention mechanism thaL provides a 


20 great deal- to the culture of the 


2T neighborhood as a whol-e " And I woul-d 


22 really like to see research done to 


23 think about how do we turn any of those 


24 areas, those green spaces into multiple 
25 use, including f l-ood control- as well as 


t_ t_ 
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1 


2 


3 


A 


5 


6 


7 
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1_0 


11 


a2 


13 


T4 


l_5 


76 


I7 


1B 


L9 


20 


2A 


22 


23 


24 


25 


Emerson 


t.he restoration. Thank you. 


ALJ McBRIDE : Michael_ Emerson. 
n¡-r/'fTT7\ FT nrfFññ^ar rrl l- ^ lvlJ \-fl.ñ.-trr-Lr .c¡IYIla-r(Þ\_,,I\ : Ivll_J{.9 l1lltgI'S(JII , 


Ont.ario, New York. My comments are 


probably a little different from what f 
heard so far. But f tm more concerned 


with the Tu1ly recreatíonal area and 


n=tsrrra y-rz.ádôr\râ
yr euv! v v nrn-ivJ vv a¡{- u . T I f m na{- ¡-


Ì/- il.t rl\J r_ ^".iyL,t,L t-g ̂


sure what that means. 


But my history is that I grew up in 
-l lhc Tll I I r¡ \/¡'l or¡ q! ârââus qpc I= q \¡^1 vurrY iñ^ tllqtl miñ . J 


My grandfather, Earl Grassly ran the 
Solvay Process f arm going \¡/ay back when. 


So I virtually grew up in that whole 


area. 


To make a long st.ory short, I know 


that whole area like the back of my 


hand, because again I grew up in it and 


hunted and fished on that property, 
which ís now Honeywell, for close to 40 


years, back when it was Solvay process 


and then it became Allied Signal 
Corporat ion . 


Weii, when Honeyweii bought it out, 
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Emerson 


2 they restricted access to everybody" 


3 There was no access to anYbodY, the 


4 trout stream or the woods, entirely" 
5 And I guess in speaking so much from a 


6 fisherman and a hunter, that that whole 


7 area is overpopulated with deer right 


1_ 


now. Because there is no access to be 


9 abl e t.o hunt there . 


t_0 I'm sure that if HoneYwell got with 


B 


t.he DEC to allow access again to hunt ing 


I2 that property, the New York State 


13 Troopers and the insurance companíes 


I4 from 81, along 81, LafayeLte and Tully 


11_ 


would be sorely happy. Because the 


1,6 accidents are incredible . And I don' t 
t7 know if anybody has ever hit deer around 


1_5 


here going 65 or 70 miles an hour going 


L9 of f 81 , that ' s not Pret.tY . 


20 So I guess that's mY Point in a wâY, 


2L that I would like to see Honeywell work 


22 with the DEC to get, allow access to 


23 those properties " It' s a gorgeous area 


1_8 


" 


24 The trouL sLreams on that upper end of 


25 Onondaga Creek, beautiful trout fishing, 
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Emerson 


it has a ton of smal_l st.reams that. used. 


to lead down in there are 1oaded with 
l,--^^l- ! --^--LI/I\JLJJT Ll-ULlL. 


Fellows Falls ís probably the best. 


kept secret in New york State. That 


should be a State park. It is 
absolutely fabulous. f see on your 
rti nt-rrras!e, r¡nrr I tra ¡nts ¡{-,,+^vs --Ivv vvu a_ ^-ì ^Ê L (Jl t^ ^},/ruLLrIç LIle 


center f al-ls, it 's act.ually three f alls. 
The one in the beginning, and the one in 
the cenr-er, v"'hJ_ch is the most beautifuJ_, 


and then there is one up higher. 
So that whole area should be somehow 


made into some kind of preserve and 


allowed access to the public " Itrs 
gorgeous, off Tully Farms Road near the 
base of the old Solvay farms that my 


grandfather ran for his whole life. So 


f 'm just a l-ittle perturbed because 


again, T know that whole area like the 
back of my hand. Every stream, every 
rock pretty much. But now the Honeywell 


owns iL, boom. I mean f or t.he last 
seven to nine years you can't get access 
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Monastory 


2 anywhere near it " 


3 And personally, pushing 62, Pushing 


4 63 , excuse ffio, I can' t wait another 


seven to nine years. And if it' s an 


6 issue, I would say to the DEC if it's an 


7 issue of fírearms, which Itm not 


1_ 


against, open it up to archerY on1Y, 


9 start out there for l-iabil-ities issues. 


AL.l McBRIDE : Les Montgomery. 


l-1 LES MONASTORY: MY name ís Les 


L2 Monastory, I'm a fisherman, an aquaLic 


13 biologist, and also represent fsaac 


1,4 Walton League, which is a National 


Conservation Organi zation. 


1,6 About 35, 40 years dqo, I got 


L7 involved in Onondaga Lake. I worked for 
1_8 the Count.y of Onondaga as an 


T9 Environmental Planner, with the 


Environmental Management Council " And 


2T we developed t.he original Environmental-


22 Plan for Onondaga CounLy in L975, which 


23 included plans for restoratíon of 


24 Onondaga Lake " 


As a member of the Isaac Walton 


B 
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1 Monastory 


2 Chapter, myself and Bob Ripburger, who 


3 is a pret.ty well known conservationist, 
^--L ^f+ uuLLreoísrnan, we .oasl-carty conv]-nced th.e 


5 then DEC Commissioner Williams, to 
6 reopen Onondaga Lake to fishing in 1985, 


7 1986. With the help of A1 Digler, and a 


B bunch of other f ishermen volunteers, we 


u 1"--"^ 1â-,1 --^..r1^ E-: -1^-: EarÇLVç r.rcl\, ë. y\JuLrr rrÈiIrI1rg-- IJrugId.tll L()f'E.Ile 


1_0 past, 31 years at Onondaga Lake. And 


11_ werre having another program coming 
1t 71 rrnrra{- 1^È'l^ T¡T^ l^^--^ L-^.:q:Jq¿rr vrr Lldve=n¡'ìn ^ñ ¡11¿vLlÞu zvLLr. yyc LIIeLÎ -l LO 


13 get as many youth as possíble involved 
L4 with t.hese programs. 


1_5 Also our Isaac Walton Chapter has 


L6 been monj-toring streams in the Central 
L7 New York region for the past two 


1B and-a-half decades including pompey. 


19 And we have worked with school groups, 
20 lve have worked with adult teams, and I 
2T actually have six adult teams. I go out 
22 weekly monitoring st.reams here in 
23 Onondaga County. And have seen 


24 tremendous improvements in water quality 
25 both in the streams and of course in 


June 22,2017 
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1 Squi 1l-ace 


2 Onondaga Lake. 


3 I ' 1l be happy to , the I saac Wal- ton 


4 League, we have a stat.ement of interesL 


and concerns. And we now have a chance 


6 to turn what was once the most polluted 


7 Lake in America into a national- Lreasure. 


B I would. like to see Onondaga Creek 


9 opened again to public access, including 


fishíng, recreation, educatíon. And we 


11 al so support t.he recommendat ions of the 


I2 Fish & Wildl if e Servi-ces and the DEC f or 


13 use of these Habitat Restoration Funds. 


T4 But we also would like to see the mud 


boils improved and continue the 


T6 restoration of the Lake and its 
L7 tributari-es. 
1B ALJ McBRIDE : CíndY Squi l- lace -


L9 CINDY SQUILLACE: Hi, I rm CindY 


Squillace. I'm here as a resident of 


2I Syracuse and also a member of Neighbors 


22 of the Onondaga Nation" The Neighbors 


23 of the Onondaga Nation has alreadY 


24 submi t t ed a f ut l- s t at ement wi th comment s 


and recommendations. So frm noL going 
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1 Squillace 
2 to go over them right now, but I do want 


3 to highlight just. a couple of things" 
A Ll^-L a-


^-^r vlre LrrclL we ree_L very strongly tnat 
5 the Nat.ion's vision for Onondaga Lake 


6 should be t,aken much more seriously. 
7 And there should be found ways to have 


B their meaningful input into what 
v l.rrnnanaÄ '.'ìvv f F1^ {-'¡^^L-Ilg¡¿qÀ/I/v¡ruu Llt TJ-Jc[.l\(:^1-^ . 


t_0 Also our comments are about Onondaga 


11 Creek. As many people have said, 
1) f ao-l 'i nrr {-lrrf- {-}r¡{- a¡ar-l^^-^!vv¿¿¡¡v LtrÇLu (JIurrqu wo-Þ ø.II\JLIIeI ÐLrLlI(-e ̂  ^E 


13 f ood, recreation, of spiritual_ well -
74 being of not just the Onondaga people 
15 but all of us along the Creek. So the 
L6 stat.ement does go into detail about that.. 
L7 As a resident of Syracuse I would 


1B like to ment.ion I work in the Syracuse 


I9 City schools. And I work with the 
20 refugee populat.ions in the Syracuse 


2L schools. And as f got to know t.hem 


22 more, and talk with them about. Lheir 
23 f amily and theír cult.ure, what, I f ound 


24 out is that many of the families are 
¿5 eating fish from the Lake often. The 
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1 Squi l- lace 


2 chil-dren don' t know where it comes f rom " 


3 They went back and asked their parents, 


4 where the fish came from. And theY 


talked about big fish that theY 9ot, 
6 which of course are t.he fish t.hat are 


7 most contaminated. They're calling in 


I neighbors, they're having parties and 


9 sharing the fish. 
So I, as well as many PeoPle here, 


11 have big concerns about that. And the 


L2 signs are great, I'TTl glad Lhe signs \^/ere 


t_3 changed. But the real way to help them 


L4 is to clean the Lake enough that they 


could actually fish and eat the fish out 


L6 of t.he Lake. That would be the real 
1,7 benefit and what I hoPe to see in mY 


1B lifetime " Thank you" 


I9 AL.T McBRIDE: Frank Miller. 
FRANK MILLER: MY name is Frank 


2L Miller, Itm the President and Founder of 


22 Nine Mile Creek Conservation Council, 


23 ít's a non-profit corporation, 


24 apolitical , all vol-unteers, no paid staf f " 


Our focus has been specifically time 
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1 Mil1er 
2 on task to the Nine MiIe Creek and the 
3 watershed. The group \,vas first 
À C--^--- a 


'+ r_urnrurareo. wnen r .oegan researchr_ng rt 
5 in 1990, and we became really solid in 
6 1,993. Wef ve instit.uted the Nine Creek 


7 Water Trail by funding by oursel_ves and 


B empowering a water trai1 that. could be 
o m¡nn^Ä +-1^ .a^^1-^ E^-^ 1 iIrrq.yl./ç\r. '.'-iwr_ Lrr L,LLJUJLÞ r(Jr udIIOesj - - -aaflcl J<ayaKS 


10 from the Camillus Village to the Lake. 


1_1 We do a lot of water trout st.oe king, 
1) rnÄ {-}rn-^ -^-.i ^Lr-qrru urrçr s o_l_ E a" v crJ- Ic^r--Ly uI^E u LIIeI'- -


13 projects that \,verve been involved with, 
74 including the f irst,, to our knowledge, 


l_5 of the Nine Mile Creek River Vüatershed. 


1,6 Preservation Plan, funded by our group 
L7 t.hrough SUNY ESF. 


1B I 'm not trying to tout our 
T9 organization t.o the degree of self 
20 promot,ion. The idea is when we spend 


2t money, any money, public or private 
22 money, NRDA f unds , and there a_re three 
23 project.s that are specific to Nine Mite 
24 Creek Vüat.ershed. There should be an 


25 organization at the grassroot.s level 


June 22,2017 
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1 Mi I Ier 
2 which we are, which networks the town 


3 governments and beyond, and finds the 


4 best personal resources to solve 


5 problems and initiate meaningful 


6 projecLs. That you should, when these 


7 NRDA proj ects are put out there, there 


should be a responsibility on the 


9 community to follow through. And ín our 


10 case, Lhe Nine Mile Creek Conservation 


11 Council has a record of success. And we 


I2 will be there today and tomorrow to 


t_3 provide support at t.he grassroots l-evel 


L4 for any of the proj ecLs that are 


B 


1_5 initiated at the Nine Mile Creek 


L6 corridor. 
L7 The restoration of al1 habitaLs 


along Nine Mile Creek, and even the west 


t9 shore of Onondaga Lake are extremely 


20 imporLant. Fragmented habitats that 
2L have been pretty much proven to be 


22 unsuccessful. So by creating a model 


23 which we started ouL with envisioning in 
24 1990, based on other models in the 


25 country, is to develop a wildlife 


1_B 
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Mill-er 
corridor, a habitat corridor, preparing 
a buffer corridor, and with an eye on 
- -^ ! -^-l^ ^ ^ìWC'. ^ LCI ÞIIC(I . 


fn order to achieve the goal t.hat 


had been touted by all the partners 
involved with the Lake cleanup, 


cert,ainly habitat preservation for the 
-l Frrl-rrra 'i !qeu!u -rÞ -q n-^ Èa.-'- L'l^^F IJ-\JLly LgIil.t ^^^"iv\JctJ- LIIcLL ^1^^--IÞIIULIJ_(l 


be met. The three proj ects at Nine Mile 
Creek, 1rourre well aware of, are very 
c!?lô/'r'i Fi n F¡v {-}ra "l a^^ t-nvmvyvvr! rv !v! u¡ts f \JJ.ry LçJ_ til ^^^1^y\Jcr_LÞ (JI ^.Ê


habitat preservation and the trout 
fishery preservation, and also our 
leaders and politicians and independent 


grassroots group and envj_ronmental 


groups from all wal_ks of life have 


touted for the past 40 years. Thank you 


very much for your time. 
ALJ McBRfDE: Sheila Sicilia. 
SHEILA SICILIA: He11o. Trm 


concerned that we have increasing 
fishing access to Lhe Lake even t.hough 


the fish arenrt safe to eat. It just 
feeis wrong. And I think that this 
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Sicília 
2 whol-e plan is sort of distracting from 
1_ 


the fact that the Lake hasn' t been 


4 cleaned up and it isn't goíng to be 


5 cleaned up at this poínt. The caps that 


6 were ill advised, haven't been workíng, 


3 


'7 and even if they did work it wouldn't 


improve cleaning the Lake. 


9 I would like You to listen to the 


1_0 Onondaga people as t.he right f ul owners 


B 


and stewards of the Lake. I would like 
T2 them to be partners in t.hi s proces s 


13 rather than reduced to commenting 1íke 


L4 the rest of us. 


15 Actually these Plans are workable, 


76 but I think our first priority needs to 


I7 be get the Lake Lruly clean. To build 
1B all these things around a polluted lake 


T9 kind of feels like putting lipstick on a 


20 píg" Thank you" 


2I ALJ McBRIDE: Thank You. PeLer King " 


22 PETER KING: Good afternoon DEC and 


23 Físh and WíIdlife. Irm not going to try 


24 and repeat a lot of what ' s been said " 


25 But basically I'm here as a member of 


1_ t_ 
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1 King 


2 Bikes CNY, and Moving people Transport 
3 Coalition, but also a more partnership 


€^-^ 
^-^-^-f----r(rr wlrurru.dga uI-eeJ< \,vnom I 've attended 


for a few years. 


6 So f 'm not opposed to any of the 
7 proj ects proposed so far as I know and 


B understand. Bike l_anes are f ine, bike 
"l 


Jq rnrrf-ac qÈ)1õ r\./rrv^-^ L'l^^--r --^ - --L - -a!vquvp/ crÞ LIIey-Ie uullflg(-te(J.. 


And \^/e have maj or problems in Syracuse 
11 with unconnected rout es . However, not 


¡l- l-ha ÂvñÂnõô n€ aa-¡-^-i*t)- e¿¿u v^I/vr¡Ðç \Jr \_EI LcL_LII ULII(jI^Ll^^--


1-3 questions. 


1,4 And I think you need to take, we 


need to take a larger turn perspective 
T6 as the Lake cleanup does over the last 
1,7 century, realizes that Syracuse is not 
18 unique. Syracuse has what many other 
L9 cities that are disinvested by, and this 


is coming out more and more, âs people 
2I realize it, federal policies and so 


22 forth over the past century, starting 
23 wit,h red lining in the r3Os, the Fed.eral 


24 Highway Act. 
Basicaily we have disinvented our 


June 22,2017 


800.211.DEPO (s376)ØESQUI.R-H E s q u í r e S o I u t i o n s. c o rn 







67 
June 22,2017PUBLIC HEARING 


PUBLIC COMMENT SESSION 


1 King 


z cities and the weal-th has moved out " 


3 And a specific examPle of sort of 


4 disinvestment was what happened with 


5 Onondaga Lake, which was used as a 


6 subsidy for the industry. And I think 
7 that the question of Onondaga Creek 


I should be much more cent ral- because of 


9 the mud boils. 
Now I understand You are not FEMA, 


11 Federal Emergency Management, you are 


1,2 Lwo other departments. But neverthel-ess 


13 there is an essential bal-ance between 


T4 the mud boils, which were caused bY 


15 Solvay Process Company, âfthough maybe 


T6 that causation is not solid, I think 
L7 it's preLty cl-ear. And on the other 


18 hand higher insurance premiums for the 


L9 local residents who are alreadY in 
20 poverty f rom the mult itude of ot'her 


2t issues. 


22 So I think t.hat Priorit ies of , on 


23 some form of restoration project, which 


24 would provide educatíon for the City 


25 residents and for anybody who wants to 


1_0 
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l_ King 


2 l-earn more about urban streams , i s an 


3 essent.ial and increasingly important. 
+ t.opic. Buc moreover f inoing ways to 
5 work with natural systems that don't 
6 f ight nat.ure but work with nature. you 


7 will get much farther on that. dime than 
I with concrete projects, Te 


-iI -F-^aL-^..^!---^^I L,l.U L LII C .-LIIL CI.Þ L¿ 


1_0 I think that proj ect in the Onondaga 


11 Creek Watershed, whích was an at.tempt to 
1.> n'l'i €'l -a 1,CLI-LçVIO.UE ^^J ^^-!--^f -----r^-..i ^+-^ I-L(J(JL¡, UUIILI(JI- WOtl.I-c[ .oC AN 


13 excellent proj ect.. And moreover, 


t4 bearing those extra values from the spin 
15 off of thaL" And moreover, I think that 
t6 urban j obs could be created, urban 
1-7 skills could be created from those 
1B projects, which would in turn influence 
I9 further development. I think we need to 
20 think about, climate change. Thank you. 


21, AL,J McBRIDE : Thank you. El_more 


22 Davis. Is Elmore Davis here? Olivia 
23 Green. 


24 OLIVIA GREEN: Hi , f ' rì Ol ivia Green, 


25 here representing Atlantic St.ates Legal 
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1 Green 


2 FoundaLion; been working to c1ean up the 


3 Lake for decades " As has been stated 


4 several- times already, Onondaga Lake was 


once the most polluted Lake in the 


6 nation. Precedent, setting. We suffered 


7 and our Lake suffered a Precedent 


setting loss, and it deserves a precedent 


9 seLting restoration and nat.ural resource 


damages fund and settlemenL. 


B 


So f 'm here in addition to the 


t2 comments we've already submítted on the 
1_1 


13 record, to encourage the Trustees to go 


L4 big. Go big on how you define the 


natural- resource damages in Your 


T6 assessment and go big on the restoration 
1,1 plan. Please expand the scope of the 


1B damage assessment beyond the harmful 


t9 wildtife and the loss of recreational-


use of the Lake " Include claims, every 


2T ímaginable claim you can think of. 


22 Include claims related to the air that's 
23 often too foul to breathe, the land that 


24 is now wastebeds and the water that will 
never be pure. 
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l_ Green 


2 Al so incl-ude claims rel_ated to 
3 exi st ence and non-use val_ues . I f that ' s 


+ ever'been appropriace in an NRD cJ_aim, 


5 it's most certainly appropriat.e here. 
6 Incl-ude claims for the loss of the 
7 cult.ural resources of our Lake. Af ter 
B all, werre a Lakeside community that 


-laa{-o 
_L 
-i {-ûÞ T^1-^ T*^-.j-^ TLr-----r\JÞ u rrcrÁu . Jrtlctg l-Ile J- LIId.(.)a W]_tnollt 


10 it's Lake or Skaneatel_es or Cazenovia 


11 without it's Lake. We once had a huge 
1) tr='l tr¡1-r'l a.'-l +-'.---l .: Tvqrr¿clr-/_Lç ^ \-LrJ_LLrrcl._L ^^ã^! J_II (JLlMJ{e. -r-ctÞÞËL -


1_3 People flocked to the resort, and even 


T4 exported our fish. 
t-5 But because of t.he industrial_ 
t6 pollution of our Lake it lost all it's 
77 desirability for people to come to it. 
r_B And it. only attracted other polluters, 
1,9 like our wastewater treatment plants and 


20 Roth Steel. 
27 There has been a huge cul tural_ los s 


22 to the people around our Lake " And it's 
23 not just. the Onondaga Nation, but all of 
24 us. People here live in the shadow of 
25 the nation's dirtiest Lake and lived 


June 22,2CI17 
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El I iott 
2 that way for all their líves and for 
3 generations" It's a psychological 


4 stigma that's been borne by generations 


5 and wi 11 cont inue t.o harm the people of 


6 this region, regardless of the cleanup. 


l We deserve for that loss to be 


I acknowl-edged, and for there to be some 


9 attempts to make that right and to 


1_ 


restore what was once a cul-tural asset. 


t_1 Please do something. V{hether it ' s 


L2 education, outreach, increased 


13 restoration, to restore our Lakeside 


t4 culLure and our sense of the Lake as an 


15 asset. And I thank you for this 
1,6 opportunity to speak on the record. 


1,7 ALJ McBRIDE : lTessica Ell iott . 


18 .TESSICA ELLf OTT: Good evening. My 


t9 name is Jessíca Elliott. I am a life 
20 long resident of the City of Syracuse. 


2A And for all my life I could throw a rock 


22 into Onondaga Creek from my bedroom 


23 window if I could see it" What the DEC 


24 has to understand is that this whole 


25 community is left out of all restoration 


1_0 
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1 E1 I iott 
2 projects. This community is tired of 
3 being ignored completely. As we look aL 


A {-1^^^^ l,-^^..L.: €--l -^-l Lì--L^L1^---'-'Í urJ.\JÈ)E r/EcrLlLrr Ll_L IJrcf Lt(JI - .ffavettlÈj LIÌaL y()tl' 


set up out there, there is no mention of 
6 us anywhere in those plans. We tal_k 


7 about restoring Onondaga Lake, but we 


8 refuse to recognize the fact. that 
9 f)nrrnrd:rr= (1raa1z f "l nr^rc Ä i vaal- "l ..i {- ^v!uer! !rvyvp uarg\rt Jy - ' _LIIL-(J-


Onondaga Lake. 


1t- If we take the time to natural_ize 
t2 and re-"'ital- i ze the Lake , j ust l ike thel* 


13 did with Meadowbrook up on the East 


I4 Side, this community could be so much 


greater. I have two young sons who have 


L6 never seen Onondaga Creek, because 


L7 they' re not. tal- I enough . We don ' t do 


1B anything to stop the flow of water or to 
1,9 sl-ow down the f l_ow of water. It rs not a 


natural thing to have water going that 
2L fast through a community. 


22 How do you expect for people in t.his 
23 community to appreciate nature when they 
24 canrt see nature? Please include us in 


your pians. Stop ignoring chis part of 
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1 El 1 íott 
2 the community" Nine MiIe, Tul1y, all of 


3 those places, yes, revitalize those 


4 places too, but puL us in there too. 


5 Put the South Side of Syracuse in there 


6 too . 


7 The lady thaL was before ffio, she 


B spoke about us being a Lakeside community. 


9 We are that. The South Side of Syracuse 


10 is that. WheLher you fail to realize it 
or not, I don' t know what to tell- you. 


L2 But. this side of the Lake, Onondaga 


t_3 Creek, that runs straight through the 


a4 South Side, we need naLuralization and 


1_ l-


we need revit al i zaLion Our chi l-dren 


1,6 want to see the Creek, just as anybody 


I7 else wants to see any other bed of water. 


1B I appreciate you, I hope that you take 


I9 all that. was said into consideration and 


20 understand that this is a heartfelt crY, 


2L maybe not cry, but it' s heartfelt " I 'm 


22 done crying " ft' s very heartfelt that 


23 you include us in your funding proj ect 


24 here and moving forward. Thank you" 


25 ALJ McBRTDE: Alfonso Davis " 


1_5 
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1 Al_fonso Davis 


2 ALFONSO DAVIS: Hello. My name is 
3 Alfonso Davis. I'm an activist in this 
A .--.i r-- r r^---1L-LrtlttttLrllr Ly, ctIILt t_ ' Ve I)een SlJ.cfl IOf OVef 


5 3 0 years . To the young lady' s point, 
6 and f'm going a different angle. This 
7 community has been economically 
B depressed for several years. And now 


-i1^7ê I Y'ô l.raì nn an-t'i v^hñAñ{-^'i -- l^^-^^^^^r9 !v vvr¡r:J çarv _!J_\JrltlrsllLcr_L-Ly uclJrtr:Þ:tc:u 


1_0 and ignored and denied real access. 
11_ You know, when they talk about 
!2 re-"'ital-izat ion, this is beautiful_ right 
13 here. It really is. I l_ove it. But to 
L4 her point, when I go out here and I look 
15 at Kirk Park or you stop shy of 
T6 downtown, you got fence, you got tall 
L7 weeds, everything stops. you go down to 
18 Clary, everything stops. So Ìve know the 
L9 real- i-ssue. And the real issue is 
20 embodiment of the racism. That's the 
27 real íssue. But no one will say it. 
22 f'm just that bold in my speaking 


23 consistently that I will call_ it like f 
24 see it. 
¿5 So when you tatk about. the young 
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T Al- f onso Davi s 


2 woman who was up here saying that, You 


3 know, you do all these beautiful things 


4 and íL's tike putting lipstick on a pig" 


Well, we'11 say it's like PutLing 


6 lipstick on a corpse, when You talk 
7 about t.hi s quadrant right here . Because 


8 no one is really bringing real resources 


9 to this quadrant. 


Now in 19BO , or \^Ias it '81, monies 


t_1 was beginning to be set aside for t'his 


L2 particular issue. That I s 37 years ago. 


13 Think about it. 31 years ago. And to 


L4 date no financial services to change 


this Creek Walk in Onondaga Creek? 37 


L6 years. And no money to date. What do 


1,7 you cal-l that? I call it. environmental-


18 racism. I don ' t know what you cal- I it . 


t9 I call- it avoíding and neglecting people 


in a particul-ar community based on what? 


2L Something I said MondaY, if the 


22 complexity of this community changed, 


23 within t.he next five years it would be a 


24 major issue" And theY would change, 


they would do what they did, because I 


B0o.211.DEPO (3376)Ø ESQIJ}R,M EsquireSolutions.com 



https://EsquireSolutions.com





5


10


15


20


25


76 


PUBLIC HEARING 
PUBTIE EOMMENT SESSION 


1 Merrill 
2 now l- ive in Brookf ord Road in that area . 


3 And to this point, they did a very good 
/1 -l^l^ Lì-^l^^---j--^- - ¡


JUr.., urrdrrgJrrg Lrtat to maKe Sure ]-t'S nOt 


f looding . 


6 Now you've got the flood insurance 
" 


7 f'm in the insurance business, so yourve 
I got insurance companies now preying on 


Jç) 
nonn'la ¿Árìn {-h-i ^ \-\J[rrllLulI,*.ir-- -..:Lì^ Ll^^--I/vvy¿u urrrÐ L-y w_L LIJ- LIIebig 


premíums. And then yourve got insurance 
11 companies giving the policies that they 


A7^^ rjlîõ^] {-1-rn- *^ !1^ -.: -^t2 vsr¡vurrr¡ty 
'l i -^ Lrrç;ttr CLIILL^-J F ^l-.: LIIEJ_I^LCfI!IIIg 


1_3 money, not refunding iL, which I think 
74 they shoul-d file a class action lawsuit, 


but t.hatts a dif ferent story" 
I6 Environmental- racism is real " What are 
17 you going to do about it? Thank you. 
1B ALLT McBRIDE : Tom Merrill . 


I9 TOM MERRILL: Hello. My name is Tom 


Merri-ll, I l-ive in Baldwinsville. And 


2T when I f irst moved to t,hi s area 3 O years 
22 ago f remember thinking how sad it was 


23 that this beautiful Lake \,vas considered 
24 one of the most. polluted or the most. 


polluteo in the country. It tvas a toxic 
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l- Merrill 
2 Lake " And I tm sure many people in this 
3 room know the history more t.han I do. 


4 Since then there' s been a lot of 


money, tíme and effort spent. to cl-ean up 


6 the Lake . And we do, we have restored 


1 the Lake back to a point where it can be 


enjoyed by the public. And I think the 


9 proj ects in this plan go a waYS to 


restoring, protecting wildlife habitat 
11 and increasing our access to Onondaga 


T2 Lake and surrounding areas. In many 


13 cases this is access that we currently 
L4 do not have and might never have but. for 


these proj ects . And I think Lhese 


L6 proposals will benefit anyone who seeks 


L7 to enj oy the Lake . 


1B I would encourage as the gentleman 


1,9 who teft, would encourage the US Fish 


and Wildlife Service and the New York 


2L State DEC to look for ways to provide 


22 f or more hunt ing opportunit ies on t'he 


23 l-ands that are suitable for t.hose 


24 activities. And he brought up the Tu1ly 


area as a perf ect example of t.hat. And 


B 
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1_ Curt in 
2 so as a resident of t.his county, a 


3 hunter, a fisherman, and one who enjoys 
4 lhe outdoors, i do sripport tirese 


5 projects. And as the gentleman here 


6 said, if there is anything we can do to 
7 make them more handicapped accessible, f 
B think that's great because t.his is one 


9 r'ake that is going to have acccss al- l_ 


10 around it. And make it so people that 
1_1 are less abl-e to get around, can enj oy 


t2 :-t. . f think that ' s the way '"^"'e shoul_d go . 


1_3 ALJ McBRIDE: Maureen Curt ín. 
74 MAUREEN CURTIN: He11o, my name is 
1_5 Maureen Curtin. I live at 4BS9 McDonald 


1,6 Road in t,he Town of Onondaga, j ust 
77 around the corner from Corcoran High 


t_B School. I l-ive a littte over a míle 
I9 a\^/ay f rom the Creek ' s west ern edge , so 


20 Irm going to let people's stories stand 
21 that. live cfoser to the Creek. 


22 But I want to speak t.o a less 
23 visible kind of damage, damage to social 
24 connect ions . Thi s j_ sn ' t going to show 


25 up j-rr the metrics used to assess 
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1 Curt in 
2 Honeywell ' s damage to t.he watershed in 
3 the communíty, but it should" 


4 For eight years Irve travel-ed across 


Brighton Avenue and down to WebsLer Pond 


6 several- times a week. It has rarely 
7 occurred to me as I make these triPs, 


I'm crossing over or following alongside 


9 Onond.aga Creek, because of course it ' s 


fenced in, invisible. As the recent 


11 mandate to buy floodplain insurance 


T2 tells us, of course, fences don' L mend 


13 anything. Fences have just made the 


T4 Creek easier to ignore. 


White majority institutions have 


T6 done a lot of work to build fences 


77 between neighborhoods and between people 


1B ín the City. Redlining policies, I-81, 


L9 and stories that paint the South and 


Southwest Sides as a war zorre hello 
2L District Attorney all make Lhe 


22 residents in thís communíty easj-er to 


23 ignore. These fences made residents 


24 here less safe, and they made it harder 


for us to connecL " 


B 
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1 Curt in 
2 Recently, some of us in the CNy 


3 Solidarity Coal-ition have joined the 
^CE^-^L4 srL(JrL L(J Cj()nrrect. ljacK l-n Aprl_l we 


began talking with people here on the 
6 South and Southwest Side to begin taking 
7 down fences. In a meeting of four dozen 


I people in Lhe Dunbar Center, pâssionate 
ã^îõ^Tñ ¡harr{- {-l^^ +--i -.: -^ 1^--LLfeuuLr.L J_ _LUUuI.,Ict l-1Iv vvr¡vs!rr urrE ^^l*-l ^ IJIIJJIJIeLI^ ^ì up . 


This is .fessica Elliott. Near the end 


11 of the meeting the distinguished poet 
.T¡r'1¿ìa Tr7¡rran-l\fnava'.'1^^t2 v svr!av yrqr ! slr It\-/\Jr ç , WII\J WcLÞ Þ̂-irr-.1*--L L L _LII9 


13 among us, declared, it 's about t.ime you 


74 all showed up. We al-l laughed together, 
but Ms. Warren-Moore was not kidding 


T6 around. We are a segregated community" 


1,7 Just I ike t,he City never developed 
1B good transport systems for getting 
T9 people to Onondaga Lake no access, 


right? Central New yorkers never 


2I developed strong practices for fostering 
22 interracial solidarity. We have a long 
23 way to 90, but \,ve know one thing f or 
24 sure, ãrr injust.ice here in Onondaga 


Creek is an injustice everywhere in this 


June 22,2017 
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1 Lans 1 ey 


2 watershed" There is no meaningful 


3 restoration of Onondaga Lake without 


4 meaningful restoration of Onondaga Creek. 


So 20 proj ecLs in the suburbs aren' t 
6 enough. Whatever chal-lenges Onondaga 


7 Creek poses, arertt L so much t.echnologícal 


I as political. Let's take down the 


9 fences around this Creek and this 
community. Thank you. 


11 AL'J McBRIDE : Bil-l Lansley. Is Bill 
I2 Lansley here? 


13 BILL LANSLEY : Bi I I Lans ley . I 
L4 appreciate all Lhe comments that are 


here tonight. I come here as a resident 


76 of Onondaga County, Syracuse address, up 


1,7 on Skyline. I had the opportunity to 


t_8 work on Onondaga Lake, and it' s a 


1,9 treasure that I rve seen transform over 


the last nine years " f 've been 


2a personally involved with the Loop The 


22 Lake proj ect " I worked with a lot of 


23 people in the room" ft's been a 


24 treasure to be part of t.he restoration 
and íncreasing opportuníties for people 


June 22,2417 
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1 Lans 1 ey 


2 to use Onondaga Lake and t.he surrounding 
3 recreat,ional areas. 
A f.l^ I 


-1 - I r I+ we' ve expd.fl.o.e(]. tne recreat]-onal 


trails, worked with Chuckie HoIstein, 
6 who did a project that identified BO 


7 years of comments, public comments that 
B were looking for the continuation of 


i-r¡'ì I ¡vnrrnrl I n--J L1^^u q!vulr\L -^^ lJcLJ\c.u!q+¿p c ir-^*.f\-/rrL-,rrrl-Lo.yct ^i-^ .É{IlLl LIIe 


Loop The Lake Trail_s is one of the top 
11 things that has been on the minds of 


nanrr'l a Fnr Äan¡Äa¡ T L^..^1,2 ^ú^^F 


13 interest ín continuíng to Loop The Lake. 


1,4 When you Loop The Lake you loop the 
community. 


L6 Right. no\^/ r¡/e I re serving Liverpool 
1,7 and Lysander and Geddes, and when you 


1B continue to Loop The Lake you involve 
t9 t.he City, /oLl involve the North Side, 


you invol-ve Galeville, and you loop a1l 
2I of those communities together. 
22 The Erie Canal Trail project woufd 


23 bring people f rom Buf f al_o and Albany and 


24 all the way through the central part of 
Onondaga County right arouncl the Lake. 
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1 Daher 


z I appreciate the comments here tonight 
3 from everyone. I do appreciate the work 


4 done by the DEC and the US Fish and 


Wildlife. I support the projects that 


6 are put here today. And I thank you for 
7 the opportunity to come and speak on 


I behalf of them. 


9 ALJ McBRIDE: Albert Daher. 


ALBERT DAHER: He11o, my name is A1 


11 Daher. Some of you may know me from 


1,2 Mickey' s Bait and Tackle, I 've been 


13 there 35 years. I have a deeP 


L4 undersLanding regarding those issues. 


Fishing. Psychological, spiritual, 
I6 physical benefits associated with 


L7 fishing. I belong Lo the fsaac Walton 


1B League" This will be our 31st Annual 


1,9 Family Fun Fishing Day, August 20th" We 


bring children to the shores of Onondaga 


2I Lake. We teach them the importance of 


22 nature and it's benevolence to our 


23 health and the community' s health. ft ' s 


24 a great lesson for these kids to 


unders t and . 
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1 Daher 


) Fishing helps t,hem reconnect to a 


3 resource that has been disheveled and 
A l^^*^J^l Ll^..:-^ 1J E^ Ll---: ---t Lrçyrcr(,tcLr wrLrlrrr uuI t_tIeLItlles. ]t's an 


important vehicle and must be protected 
6 and fostered. And the proposals that 
7 are put forth by today' s Committee, and 


I DEC, Department of Forestry, are 
r.ar|'vv! uq¿r¡r/ n-l r¡ l-rana€-ì tvJqJ,n'i -l vv_L u¡I {-'lan9 =i vv¡¡v! '.'-i +1-' L-IIç 


improvement of the j etty at the out let, 
1t_ making it more safer for people t.o 


ârrraêqq. Tlro lrTi na Mi I a (1vaa1- ì m^-^-'^ñ^ñ{-!2 IIJ¡¡U ¡'¡JIU V!çgJ\ f rtIT,/I\JVç;I,|.IçIILÞ. ^ 


13 Yes, Onondaga Creek is import.ant. years 


74 ago we recognized that, wo should be 


more involved wit.h Trout Unlimited and 


I6 be ing abl-e to restore Onondaga Creek . 


L7 And I would encourage the residents 
18 of the City to get invol_ved with Trout 
L9 Unlímited to make that happen. Also get 


involved with f saac V'lalton League. 


2I They' re a very great local ized 
22 conservation organizaLion, who got their 
23 hands dirty over the years in helping to 
24 foster these projects, make people aware. 


iufy heart beiongs to the unciuly 
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Daher 


2 wronged Native Americans over the years' 


3 that we've destroyed that Lake. But my 


4 mind belongs to the future. We weren't 


5 even talking abouL the cleanup 30 years 


6 ago . We j ust woul-d drive by that Lake 


7 and ignore it completely. So I feel 


1_ 


fishing is a great vehicle, it's a first 


9 start. It's just. one cog in the wheel 


t_0 that help people reconnect to that 


B 


t_ 1_ re source . 


I2 And I commend all the Proj ects that 


13 are cerLainly put forth. I developed 


1,4 three films on Onondaga Lake in the last 
15 1-O years or so wit.h the help of the EPA. 


T6 You can see them at Onondagalake 


1,7 f i shing . com . We he tped the County wi t'h 


1B their fishing access site. Make fishing 
L9 wel- I known to the res idents of Central 


20 New York " Certainly that helPs " 


2L Consideration with regards to the 


22 consumption of fish is a major issue and 


23 shoul-d be addressed. Ttts bad when 


24 minorities can overconsume fish that 


25 come from that Lake. Certainly we have 
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1 Ivery 
2 to do everything we possibly can. I 
3 know there was a recent. study by the 
A TT^^'l !l^ 
= -ElEc[_LLrr ñ^-^-rJepdrLr[errL. Ano- anyway let's go 


5 forward inst.ead of looking backwards. 


6 Thank you. 


7 ALJ McBRf DE : Marty Ivery. 
B MARTY IVERY: Hi everybody. Marty 
9 Trrarr¡ T lmrrr q¡ 'ilnn-.f 


lYrclil,IJglR/1^*1^^- m-^^--LLvvLI, Ð\-/c.r\L ^g l_IUL,l.Lr (Jt 


10 Unl imi t ed and a de l egat e t o t.he Onond aga 


11_ County Federations Sportsmenr s Clubs. 
f)lrr rr'l rrl.r crrnnnr{-c l}r^ TìErì {-1^^ ïf,-.: ^r^!2 v ¿ sv u qI/I/v! L È urrç JJEt\- ¡ LIIt: CfIlLL^.^r-e J ÞII 


13 Wildlife, Honeywell on this project. We 


1,4 do bel- ieve that it probably could be 


15 some work on Onondaga Creek, and we are 
1,6 for it. üle believe that to proceed with 
I7 these projects would be great for the 
18 community. 


1,9 Our Club has done work on Onondaga 


20 Creek with other cl_ubs. We've done 


2T cleanups, \Me've done f ish, putting in 
22 fish. And like I said, I think t^/e 


23 shoul-d proceed with this proj ect that 
24 you have proposed, and it would be great 
¿5 for the communj_ty. I thank my good 


June 22,2017 
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1 S immons 


2 friend A1 for commenting about Trout 


3 Unlimited, because like I said, we one 


4 hundred percent would like to work on 


any proj ect that the DEC or the County 


6 comes up with. But we do believe that 
'7 these projects that you have here would 


be great and we should proceed with 


9 them. Thank you very much. 


ALJ McBRIDE: David Simmons. 


11 DAVID SIMMONS: Good evening. MY 


1,2 name is David Simmons. I'm the President 


t_3 of the Onondaga County Federation of 


L4 Sportsmenr s Clubs . Several of our 


Federation and Club Members have been up 


1,6 here already and explained the mission 


L7 of the Federation pretty wel-l- so I wonrt 


18 go over Lhat . f 'm also not as eloquent 


L9 as some of t.he people that have already 


spoken " So as everybody knows ffie, T rm 


2L kind of a nuts and bolts guy" So f'm 


22 going to get right down to it " 


23 The Onondaga County FederaLion of 


24 Sportsmen' s Clubs supports the proposed 


projects. While we recognize t.hat 


B 
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1 S immons 


2 Onondaga Creek, within the Cit.y of 
3 Syracuse, experiences flooding and other 
I probiems, \^/e al_so realize chat these 


5 problems within the City of Syracuse are 


6 not part of Honeywell_'s responsibility. 
7 And we do in fact ful1y support 
I other processes that are avaj_lable to 
cl €.i ,.,1^-l-r^ - 1 


r_ ]^ wrrd L Þ wJ_ Ltt ^-2 -, wr urrg --.:!r^ t_/Irulluaga^1 ---- uf'eej<' 


l_0 through the City of Syracuse. There 


11_ have already been enough delays t.hat Lhe 
1a nra-in^F ,J 1^^--^ 1^^^- c-i-^-iLâ I.'r\JJ '.'1..-l ^'l^ L-\JL¿I(I IJeeII -r---aç\-u wrrJ_tirL ^^".'l II(1ve I l-lll_sIIe(.l. 


13 will not. be finished this year. And 


L4 f urther de l ays wi 11 prevent be ing abl_ e 


l_5 to start. still other projects in 2Ot7 " 


L6 As I al ready ment. ioned, we be l_ i eve 


L7 there are other processes of funding t.o 


1B address Onondaga Creek problems within 
79 the City of Syracuse. And again, the 
20 Federation will fu1Iy support any and 


2L all efforts by the people in the 
22 neighborhoods that are affecLed, and the 
23 City of Syracuse itself to help sort out 
24 these problems. But this NRDA process 


25 should not be hel-d hostage Lo j ust 


June 22,2A17 
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1 .Tones 


2 unrelated problems " This NRDA process 


3 should move forward without further 
4 delay, and continue the ongoing 


restoration efforts in the Onondaga Lake 


6 watershed. Thank you. 


7 ALJ McBRIDE : Mercedes .fones . 


B UNIDENTIFIED MALE: What number are 


9 we on? 


MERCEDES JONES: f 'm number 40 . Hi, 


1l_ my name is Mercedes Jones. f 'm going to 


L2 speak as a resident.. I belong to the 


National Actíon Network as well as 


1,4 Syracuse United Neighbors. I 'm a 


community activist " I am also a fishing 
1,6 person. I love t.o fish. Irve got two 


L7 boats . But I tm affected in both areas. 


18 I l- ive right here at 469 Midland 


L9 Avenue. You cannot. even plant trees in 
my backyard because they will not come 


2L to fruition" If we plant any vegetables 
11 or anything along the Creek l- ine , they 


23 come infected " The only way that you 


24 can raíse fruits and vegetables in my 


backyard is to put them in an upgrade 


1_3 
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1_ ,Jones 


2 bed so t.hey don' t consume the toxins 
3 from the dirt. 


Cla {-1^^-- e^11- l------4 rJ\J L-IrEy LctIl! ctI-)(JLIL^l^^--L , y(JL,l. JI,IIOW r /Ou. 


5 talk about restorat.ion of Onondaga Lake, 


6 which is a good idea, but itrs kind of 
l I ike r |oLl know, f ixing a d.og ' s I eg and 


I only fixing one, and the other three are 
krrnl¿an Qrr \7^rr rrnrilarcl rnrl r¡arr I rra F a9 qr¡se!pçqrtu vç ^^{-.Iuu -Yvu vvu L\J 


10 fix the whole thÍng. You,ve got to 
11 restore, you know, in combinat ion. 
t2 I don' t agree t,hat yo'.I can only 
t_3 focus on one problem. Itrs a big 
L4 problem. It ' s environmental- inj ustice, 
15 because the South Side of Syracuse is 
t6 always left out.. I believe they think 
1,7 that we are the personal dumping ground 


1B for all the críme, the drugs, the 
L9 toxins, whatever you dontt want., it 
20 comes to the South and the Southwest Side. 
2T Nobody ever wants to hear that word. 


22 They don't want. to here injustice. They 


23 don' t want to hear racial_ impact . They 


24 donrt want. to hear racial discriminat.ion. 
z5 Donr t want to hear recr- l ines . They 
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1 Jone s 


2 don't want to hear anythíng negative to 


3 their environment. 


4 I can tel1 you that as a fisherman, 


5 here we go, so I canrt go to Onondaga 


6 Lake and go fishing. So I have to go to 


7 another Lake not even near my home. And 


you should see the dirt.y looks when you 


9 try Lo puL your boat in the water, 


10 because you're noL Part, of their 
11 community. IL ' s not your Lake . 


L2 People don't even want You in 
13 Ontario, Skaneateles , Cayuga, Olvasco, 


I4 f rve been to Port .Tef ferson. All 
l-5 different types of places. BUL because 


L6 they know that they kept t.heir Lake 


L7 clean and was respons ibl-e , wo are the 


B 


ones that are being affected bY the 


L9 irresponsibility of people who werenrt 


20 being held accountable " So you shoul-d 


2t keep whoever is running politically? 
22 Right" And you have a voice, and if 
23 they're not working on anything from the 


24 SouthwesL Side, I encourage you to vote 


25 wisely " 


1_B 


800.211.D=PO (3376)Ø trSQIJTR,H EsquireSolutions.com 



https://EsquireSolutions.com





92 


PUBLIC HEARING June 22,2017
PUBTIC COMMENT SESSION 


l_ Haley 


2 ALJ McBRIDE : Jonah Minkof f -Zern. 
3 I s ,Jonah Minkof f -Zern here ? Robert. 


tr^ I ^--+ llcLJ-ey . 


5 ROBERT HALEY: Thank you. My name 


6 is Robert Haley. f've lived in the 
7 University area for 47 years now. frm 
B al- so on the Board of Focus Greater 
9 Qr¡r=ñi1d^ clrrLln-.1 l..i I L't^^ -r- ---v/ ! qv uÐç; , wE T ^1-^trlLt LIIe !dÁ.9 , L/IIUIIuaga 


1_0 Lake study. So that's about two years 
11 of work. And then the Onondaga Creek 


Ðarri l- r "l i z¡È -l nn Tlv^-j .-,ì^..: ^l^ T r *t2 r\gv-Luci-L-L.3ú.tiLi)iL ^^r j_'m Vefyf L\JJ çL: L, Wiil_CiÌ 


13 proud to have been part of the four 
L4 years on that. 
15 But listening to you all t,onight. is 
t6 encouraging, because there is so many 


1,7 different points of vj_ew of what the 
1B wat er means to our cul_ ture . I r m go ing 
L9 to go through my notes as you helped me 


20 create them tonight, because I did not 
2a come with a prepared p1an. 


22 First of all, one of or-rr prim_ary 


23 goals was full walkable access around 


24 the Lake, Loop The Lake . That ' s not 
25 happening. IVe f irst envj-sioned an 
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1 Hal ey 


2 aqui f er zone, â[ envíronmenta]- zane 


3 between the Lake and al l private l-and or 


4 publ ic l-ands . So that you could have 


healthy water, healthy vegetation, 


6 heatthy microbes, as well as have people 


1 walk that Lake. 


B From tonight we found thaL we should 


9 be able to possibfy extend that to the 


f ul t Creek V{aIk . The Creek Walk Plan 


11 has so many walkable neíghborhoods . I 'm 


1,2 impressed by some of the issues that 
13 came up tonight abouL selective resource 


L4 mj-suse by decision makers in the past. 


Vrlhet.her iL's racism or cultural or 


I6 environmental- neglect or business. 


1,1 What' s happening is, such resources 


1B I íke Onondaga Creek and Onond.aga Lake 


L9 are not being cared for to their fullest 
extent , f ullest environment al- extent and 


2L human extent for future generations " 


22 The Onondaga people have ta1ked about 


23 the fact Lhat the Lake is not clean 


24 Irm getting off script alreadY, I 
apologize " 


June 22,2017 
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1 Hal ey 


2 But the fact that the resource in 
3 the Sout.h S ide , Onondaga Creek , that 
4 ""'""hol-e zone shoul-d be made the most 


beautiful resource of the center of the 
6 South Side, 1et al-one Onondaga Lake. 


l That woul-d raise the value of all the 
I land and the quality of the places for 
9 the Southr S i.Je . That should be done . 


So that's the full requisite. 
11 So we shoul_d have there shoul_d be 


a2 no broken l- rnks in t he Lake , whi ch i s 


l-3 hard t o do , because \,ve can r t let private 
74 things, such as off script again 


the Arena. Which closes its access to 
L6 the Lake, the Arena perimeter, thatrs a 


L7 preferred preference, that should not be 


1B done. 


T9 Let r s go back to the origin here, 


and the fact that the Onondaga people, 


2t the land and the waLer belongs to all of 
22 us. Certainly to the first people, 


23 first to mother earth as Oren would say 


24 tonight , if he were here. Next to the 
cl ì---L ¡rJ_I.'sL peopJ_e t_n terms oI I].rst 


800.211.DEPO (3376)Ø trSQIJI,R,H 
EsquireSolutions.com 



https://EsquireSolutions.com





5


10


15


20


25


95 
PUBLIC HEARING 
PUBLIC COMMENT SËSSION 


Haley1-


2 responsibility. Now we are the current 


3 visitors to thaL Lake " So the decisions 


4 that should be made shoul-d be perfectly 
environmenLal- , not short - capped . 


6 The f act that we are storJ-ng, 


7 capsul i zed negat ive, an environmental 


I negative proj ect. in the Lake. In other 


9 words, environmental- systems with steel-


barriers and containers that. is not 


permanent is a big mistake. That will 
T2 bl-ow up in the future with every 


13 solution. I will write the rest of my 


1_1 


L4 comments. 


The Erie Canal- proj ecL should gone 


1,6 ahead. The mud lot restoration project 


L7 will continue the concept of immigration 


1B into Cent.ral New York, the Eríe Canal , 


1,9 through the Canal system that's 
connected f rom Montreal- . 


2I There is a number of Proj ects 


22 developed. Neighborhood Urban Farms, in 


23 the sense that the Creek could, with the 


24 environmental Creek Walk Study, show how 


that water coul-d be taken out and help 


June 22,2017 
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1 Abdul -eadir 
2 this woman grow proper plants in proper 
3 soils next to the water, using the 
,/l €-l^^l*'l^.:-- Ll^-Lr rLr\rLrprct rtrÞ LrrcrL crI'e IleW tr,llfneCl J-nto 


5 this area as a resource space, not 
6 negative space. I'11 write the rest. of 
7 my comments and I thank you for your 
8 consideration. 


lrvu¿\¿u!MnÞÐTTìL1 . \.zi1ã^€r n1^1,,'l9 ¿rlv . (lÐcl_ f1'rrL,LL,l._L _vd.L¿J_I -^^^-¡.: .^T..T 


1_0 YUSEF ABDUL-QADIR: I ,m number 43 


11 coming up. Before f begin, I want to 
manl- i nn T I rn l-ha l-l-ì vaat- n- l-1^ ^ ìLTL U¡IV UV U\JI \-,'I \,-L V -L -L 


!2 U¿! ^F LIIE: ^..: --.: 


13 Liberties Union, Central New york 


T4 Chapter. I speak on behalf of my own 


15 personal sel- f . And bef ore f do so, f 
I6 want to say with big respect and honor 
I7 to the people of the Haudenosaunee, on 


18 whose ancestral_ land, orr whose current 
L9 l-and we l ive on. 


20 f Lhink it is utterly deplorable and 


2I of fensive, both from a professj-onal 
22 perspective and a personal perspective 
23 as a resident of the Southwest community 


24 for anyone to come from wherever t.hey 


z5 wanL to come from, to teII people here 
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I Abdul - Qadir 


2 that a maj or tributary to Onondaga Lake, 


3 Onondaga Creek is noL as important, and 


4 there are other processes Lhat should 


5 mitigate t.hat issue. It always seems 


6 when it comes to the community of color, 
7 when it comes to communities of the 


B Sout.h Side, when it comes to the Native 


9 American community, and African-American 


10 community, there are always other 


1l- processes. We should sit in the 


L2 proverbial back of the bus and wait, so 


13 Lo speak. But. werre not waiting 
T4 anymore . 


But not for the fact that members of 


1,6 SUN and Southwest solidarity communities 


L1 of color raised their voices to Lell- and 


18 implore t.he DEC that you wi 1l recons ider 
L9 this, otherwise this issue wouldn't have 


20 been brought up " I l-ove the idea of 


2L Loop The Lake, that sounds nice " I love 


22 the idea of all these lovely trails and 


23 the Erie Canalway. That. sounds nice and 


24 beautif ul " That ' s a touríst attract j-on, 


25 which we do need. 


1_5 
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1 Abdul -Qadir 
2 But what werre talking about today 
3 are public health issues. you know, 


I- -l^ ^-^ -. - - -. r+ wrr.err y()u c()rrsl-o.er tr.ne IacE tnat tnere 
are toxins that are current.ly being 


6 emit.ted out of that Lake. And as a 


7 person who worked on the mitigation of 
8 the Akin, and the i s l_and of the Akin, 


l-?raro ç r¡7-õ añ €^**^- *,"*-.:^.:^^TtttLl-Il_LurI,clJ_ l----^9 er¡e! vvaÐ J_\-,/r til.Er -:L-uLIlttp tjl. Le 


on one of the Virgin Islands in puerto 


11_ Rico, and helped to work to remediate 
1) l-h¡l- irô= õ^ {-hnl- .ì {- 1^^^^*^ç¡¡qe qrvq Èv (-rrq.u -Lu L-cLII rrE\-(Jl'ltc d. -r^'r.: ^ puIJl__LU 


13 good, and interaction you could actually 
I4 have wildlif e rest,ored and come back. 


Itrs a gem. To tell people that their 
76 issues arenrt as important, so you can 


T7 go fishing? So that you can have fun? 


1B When this is about people's lives. 
L9 This is the fact that. people consume, 


breathe t.he aÍr t.hat comes out of there. 
2I Children can't even f ish in t.hose areas 
22 or the f i sh might have t.hree eye s or s i x 
23 l egs . You see them evolve int.o peopl e 


24 in a few years. 


The reality is, rt 1s not just about 


June 22,2017 
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1 Abdul -Qadir 


2 an environmental racism issue, it's a 


3 human rights issue " These people don't 
4 matter. Just say that " lTust say you 


people don' t matter. Because that ' s 


6 exact ly what. you ' re te I 1 ing them . You 


7 do not maLLer to my ability of my 


I privilege to be able to throw a line out 


9 there and ree l- in some f i sh . 


I appreciate the Federation or 
11 whatever they're cal1ed, the Sportsmen, 


L2 but this is not what we're here for 
13 today. This is an environmental justice 
1,4 issue. This isn't about físhing and 


your ability to be able to have access 


L6 to it.. You want to talk about fishing? 
L7 The only people who should have access 


1B to fishing and right to fish ís the 


t9 Nation who started on those shores. The 


indigenous people whose land we inherit 
27 today. But not for the fact that people 


22 settled and oLher people were settl-ed 
23 here and became settlers because they 


24 were brought on ships to cul t ivate l-ands 


of other people to settle here and take 
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Abdul -Qadir 


advantage of those communities, you 


wouldn't be able to talk about the lack 
..!c^aÈ ^E L_,,r LlLrrl(JÞ L r -^^^-^^L çÞIJeu L- C^-^ r(Jr Ll^^LrIe ^ --l^^


-^^.^'l IJe(JIJJ_e WIIU


lived there. 
To suggest it ' s a ma j or t.ributary to 


the most. polluted Lake in the country is 
not that significant.. You can go 


pvllrvvvrr9!v dñmôr^7hârô al ca TlTa gv¿¡ r:lnn I 
u¿p9. ftv f-u lrqvv lr=rza l'ì ma tnrç+ltlv !v! 


that . We shoul-d be talking about 


holding Honeywell accountable. Because 


-= c .ã rì^my-\â?'ì\¡ e¡¡su {-}rrf- vvs:Jrru l-rnrrrrl.r{- u¡rvurru! =rrnl-}rar


company, that was a part of their 
liability worksheet. It is a liability 
of which they are now morally and should 


be 1ega1ly held responsible. The state 
should do it ' s j ob. Stand up for the 


people who live there. And actually 
ensure that they can cont inue l iving 
again. Thank you. 


ALJ McBRIDE: Lindsay Speer. 


LINDSAY SPEER: Hi, f 'rTl Lindsay 


Speer. I rm representirg, consul-ting as 


a member of the Onondaga Nat ion I 'm 


speaking on behaif of conight. Ano I 


June 22,2017 
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I Speer 


2 want to start off by just noting a 


couple of things. Fírst I want to echo, 


4 save the Onondaga Nation for being on 


5 their l-and \^/e stand on todaY and 


6 acknowledge that the debt we have to 


7 them, which is not often acknowledged 


I enough. 


9 I am the fifth generation of mY 


3 


family lived here in Syracuse. And as I 
11 sa\^/ them work around Onondaga Lake 


1,2 stories have come up. I heard from my 


13 uncle, stories of my great grandparents, 


1,4 how they used to go out to the Lake and 


15 actually get Lo go there for pleasure. 


L6 Thatts something that this community has 


t7 not known. They have noL known that for 
18 a long time " We're beginning to get it 
I9 back, but then our access is limited" 
20 We have to be careful- how \ÀIe 


2A interact with that Lake still " Those 


22 fish are not safe Lo eat, and theY may 


23 never be safe to eat " We are being left 
24 with 9 " 5 million cubic yards of toxic 
25 waste in Lhe bottom of that Lake. That 


1_0 
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1 Speer 


2 is not clean. That is for our fut.ure 
3 generation Lo have a legacy. Sadly it 
A ]^^^ l^^^- ^ -Ll ----^-rrcr.Þ rJcell d_ :iLl-grlta or]. our commurr1ty lor a 


very long t,ime because of t,he way it was 


6 treat.ed. And that is being accounted 
7 for in the injury assessment. 


I And immigrants and people of color 
e! nnl-rrv l-l-rau¡re nn"l -7 \Jl-rçÞ {-'t^.i -i-..i *^9 v u vrraJ ^l^^--!^T^ ^^Aã LI.I_LII.r!_Lflg d-IJULIL 


fishing. I dontt fish because I can't 
11 eat the fish, a woman of child bearing 


rTrlrara1arê I c h^ nn-i n{- -i ¡- ç^- TL2. *J- . r¡¡v! e p rrv ^F\JI _L L I(JI tttE: . J-}-r\-rf rtL 


13 shoul-d be abl- e to eat f i sh . 


1,4 The Loop The Lake Trail is too cl_ose 


to the Lake in many places. There needs 


L6 to be a buffer zorre to prot.ect. the Lake 


T7 to allow the Lake to heal. There needs 


1B to be proper signs at any point. where 


t9 you're fishing in the Lake that clearly 
st.ates that the fish advisory for the 


2T Lake and in ways that are universally 
22 understood with signage. Very cl-ear 
23 symbol i sm . 


24 And further, this community, South 


S ide , Onondaga e reek neecis to be 
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I Speer 


2 add.ressed in these plans. I 'm going to 


3 echo whatever everyone else said here, 


4 that this is environmental racism and 


5 injustice. And in part I had the 


6 pleasure of working on the Onondaga 


7 Creek. It has been f rustrating t.o no 


end basically to end up on a shel-f . 


9 That ínf ormat ion, t.he input f rom the 


10 communíty should be taken into account 


11 and it should become and used to develop 


I2 a plan to resLore the entiretY of 


13 Onondaga Creek, which so badly needs iL. 
L4 My family grew uP on Borden Avenue, 


t_5 my parents family. They remember killer 
t6 Creek. They remember watching the 


I7 Creek, I know the sewage is not the 


18 issue at. the moment, it's the toxins at 


L9 Onondaga Lake. But the point ís that 
20 this Creek can also benefit the 


2t community. And we finally have an 


22 opportunity to funding to deal with it. 
23 And the DEC and Fish and Wildlife 
24 Servíce needs to do everythíng they can 


25 to make that a realíLy" That means a 


B 
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1 Shenandoah 


2 priority. Onondaga Creek is the first 
3 and f oremost, tribut,ary to Onondaga Lake, 
A -.i +-t^ *^i^- ^ ^c= r u Ð q rtlq.J \rr Þ(JLlr ue (Jr wd.LeI LO uIlol](.].aga 


Lake. If we don't cl_ean up Onondaga 


6 Creek, and if we don't, take care of it 
7 and give it the habitat and ecological 
I area that it needs and provide people 


Ll-- -lY ì^/l I f l A('( rÉrc¡q 1ïlrl rlt¡ô -Ì¡71\t l- krô".;.; ^kr1rñã 


;";";-; ;"'';";"-;";.-,;;;;; 


1t_ Thank you. 


72 AT,uT McRRIDtr : Jeanne Shenandoah. 


13 ,JEANNE SHENANDOAH : He l_ 1o , ffiy name 


L4 i s .Teanne Shenandoah . I l ive at the 
Onondaga Nation, the home of my people 


L6 forever back through hist.ory. The 


77 wat.ers that werre discussing, Onondaga 


1B Creek and Onondaga Lake are very sacred 
L9 places to my people. 


As a matter of fact yesterday was 


2L Worldwide Day of Prayer for Sacred 


22 Pl-aces. Many people here know the 
23 stories of all the sacred t,hings that 
24 happened to our people along that 


warerway. 
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l_ Shenandoah 


2 At this present time I'm living ín a 


3 community that is deprived of the use of 
4 our waterway, because of all the damage 


that has been done through the mud boils, 
6 t.he heavy sediment l-oad that comes 


7 through. The water has changed, it's 
I slowed down, flo longer a clear water 


9 fishery, so native fish are hard to be 


found. Unable to use it. I have many 


11 stories through my family hist.ory and 


L2 also my own experience in seeing clean 


13 water flowing through there. 
L4 At this point in time I don't, think 


you can see a foot down ínto the wat.er 


T6 it' s so dark. And then it f l-ows to the 


1,7 Lake which has extreme historical 
1B precj-ous signif ícance to my people. The 


T9 place where the great word of Peace came 


to be " The great word of Peace which 


27 has spread all over the world" There 


22 are people paying attentíon to what 


23 happened on that site of that precious 


24 water " 


All water is precious. All the 
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1 Shenandoah 


2 water everywhere " There needs to be 


3 more to be done, Lhere needs to be more 


4 clean up done, because what has been 


done is only superficíal. It's not safe. 


6 I constantly r^/orry abouL t.he people that 
7 consume the f i sh f rom t.hat . We can ' t 


say we've done anythíng when we go there 


9 and do sport fishing, because that's not 


our wâ/, just to catch these little 
1l_ fishies and throw them back in. We do 


T2 fishing for substance. 


13 There's been a long history of my 


L4 people to eaL fish for our major protein 
and now we are deprived of it . I don't 


1,6 dare even Lalk about the fish, I have to 
1,7 \Marn the chi ldren, my grandchi ldren, ffiy 


18 great grandchildren, the future have to 
1,9 know about how dangerous it is, how 


dangerous Onondaga Lake is to everybody" 


2L Not just my people, all of us, every one 


22 of us here " Al l the people that l- ive 
23 near t.he Lake, the people that go there 


24 and f i sh and eat , because they al- so come 


from fish-eating communj-ties ways of 


B 
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1_ Shenandoah 


aZ Iife. Everything about that, Lhe 


3 actions there are scary and dangerous 


4 f or t.he future . 


There has not been sufficient 
6 warníng, not been sufficient work. They 


7 just have not paid aLLention to the 


8 words of us. People that have great 
9 concern with whatts happeníng there. I 


think t.he major concern too is all the 


11 work that. has been done has been the 


L2 budget. And when they did that that was 


13 the end of it. They did not want to 
I4 hear the word from Onondaga Nation. 


ALJ McBRIDE: That was the last 
L6 speaker card I had. Is there anyone 


I7 that has not yet had a chance to put a 


1B comment on the record that would like 
L9 to? State your name for us, please. 


SHARON OWENS: My name is Sharon 


27 Owens, CEO of Syracuse Community 


22 Connect ions , wê operate the loui lding 
23 we're in right now" Sorry for being 


24 late, I'11- be quick, because I'm the 


last person " But I was at a great 
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1 Owens 


2 graduat ion " I j ust don' t. want the South 


3 Side and the Southwest Side Lo be, you 


4 know, the af ter - t.hought in the 
development. 


6 What. is precious about our portion 
7 of the plan is that it runs through 
B neighborhoods. It. can be enhanced by 


9 the people in the community. The people 


in the community l-ove it, and it ' s part 
l_ l_ of the life bl-ood of this side of town. 


T2 The improvements that are being proposed 


13 are great. We want to continue to 
T4 emphasize that what usually happens for 


this side of town is not part of this. 
L6 Itrs written in a plan, but it's left to 
77 the third, fourt.h, fifth and sixth 
1B ses s ion of the overal l- plan . 


T9 Let it be an equal part of the 


viability of this entire plan" 


21_ Particularly because people who live in 
22 this neighborhood and peopte who visit 
23 this neighborhood know the Creek, the 
24 Creek Walk and its presence as a viabl-e 


part, of who we are " And it only 
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t_ Owens 


¿ enhances this City" So leL's not think 
3 about it as an add on or a l-ast mi-nute 


4 thought to this, but an integral part" 
ftrs equally important as any other 


6 focus. Sometimes when you are caught in 
7 the middle you' re forgotten. So I tm 


I asking that we not be forgotten. 
9 ALJ McBRIDE: Is there anyone else 


that would líke to make a comment on the 


11 record? (mo response) . On behalf of the 


L2 DEC I want to thank you all for coming 


t_3 out this evening. Have a safe trip 
L4 home . 


[Conclusion of Pub]ic Hearing 7:50 pm. 


* * * *a6 


L7 


18 


t9 


2T 


22 


23 


24 
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CERTfFTCATE 


This is to certify that. I am a 


Cert i f ied Shorthrand Reporter and Notary 


Public in and for tkre St.at.e of New York, 


that I attended and reported the abowe 


entitled proceedings, that I Lrawe 


compared thre foregoing withr my original 


minutes taken therein and thrat it. is a 


true and correct transcript threreof and 


all of the proceedings hrad tkrerein. 


,N, J 
.Tohrn F. Drury, CSR 


Dated: .Tune 26 , 2Ol7 


June 22,2017 
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Onondaga Lake Natural Resource 
Damage Assessment and Restoration 


Draft Restoration Plan 


May 2017 


Syracuse Post Standard 







  


NRDAR: What is it? 


• A process to determine  


o Injuries and service losses   


o Appropriate amount & type of 
restoration needed  


• Goal is to “make public whole” 
following release of hazardous 
substances & oil  


• “Trustees” act on behalf of public 


• NRDAR success: 


o Measured by  amount of appropriate 
restoration achieved 


 
Must be a connection to natural 


resources and injury must be 
from hazardous substances 







What is an injury? 


Measurable adverse change… 
 
• May be impacts to fish, wildlife and other 


natural resources (e.g., mortality, reduced 
reproduction) 
 


• May be a lost human use – like a closure 
of an area or fishing advisory 







 Coordinate w/response agencies (e.g., EPA, NYSDEC) by 
integrating trustee concerns and science into the cleanup 
process 


Role of Trustee 







Role of Trustee 
Onondaga Lake 


 


Trustees determined that injuries 
occurred or likely occurred to 
fish, birds, bats, amphibians, 
reptiles, and sediment organisms 
as a result of mercury and other 
hazardous substances. 


 


Recreational fishing was also 
impacted as a result of fishing 
bans and the issuance of fish 
consumption advisories. 


• Assess injuries 


 







Role of Trustee 


Evaluate and scale restoration alternatives 


• Return resources to baseline 


• Compensate for interim lost resources or services 


 


Grassland restoration 


Land acquisition 


Fishing access 


Public boardwalk 


Bog turtle habitat restoration 
Common tern restoration 







Role of Trustee 


 Oversee and/or implement 


restoration plan 


 







Public Input into Restoration Plan 
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Fishing access 
OLWP Watershed Forum 


Community Ideas Public Meetings, Suggestion Form, and Reports 







Onondaga Lake Restoration: A Watershed Approach 


ONONDAGA LAKE NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT RESTORATION PROJECTS 


   New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 


United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior 
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Remediation 
Projects 


Ecological & 
Recreational Projects 


Tully, 
NY 







Proposed Ecological Projects 
Project  Description 


Maple Bay in-lake 38 acres planting & structures 


Maple Bay on-shore Invasive species control, vernal pools 


Northwest Shore Invasive species control, vernal pools 


Additional in lake structures Fish habitat structures on lake bottom 


Wetland and upland acquisition 200 acres near lake TBD 


Native grassland restoration 100 acres 


Ninemile Creek 100 acres acquisition & restoration 


Hudson Farms 117 acres acquisition & restoration 


Invasive species control 15 years  of invasive species control in ~ 1,700 acres  
of wetlands, littoral zone & riparian habitat 


Tully Nature Preserve & 
Recreational Area 


1,023 acres acquisition and  stream restoration 







Proposed Recreational Projects 
Project Description 


Tully Nature Preserve and Recreational 
Area (same as project on eco list) 


11 miles public fishing rights, recreational 
access 


Erie Canal Project 3.2 miles of trail & parking 


SW Shore recreational trail Trail & recreational amenities 


Deepwater fishing pier West side of lake 


SW shore angler access Public fishing access & parking 


Jetty improvements Improve access, ADA compliant 


Visitor Center Public transfer and improvements 


Ninemile & Hudson Farms fishing access 3.3 miles public fishing rights, parking, 
canoe launch 


New boat launch Launch & parking 


New fishing access  Access & parking 







Maple Bay In-Lake Habitat Restoration 


• ~ 38 acres 


• Habitat structures 


• Wild rice seeding; 
emergent  and floating 
aquatic planting 







Maple Bay Onshore Habitat 


Protection and Restoration 


• Phragmites control and 
planting of emergent 
marsh 


 


• Vernal pool creation 







Northwest Shore on-shore 
Habitat Protection and 


Restoration 


• Wetland enhancement – 
Phragmites control and 
planting of emergent 
marsh 


 


• Vernal pool creation 







Onondaga Lake Outlet Jetty 


Enhancements 


• Improve access 
and safety for 
anglers and 
others 


 


• New surface 







Maple Bay, On Shore and Outlet Jetty Enhancements 


ONONDAGA LAKE NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT RESTORATION PROJECTS 


  New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 


United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior 


 


On Shore Habitat 


Enhancement 
 
 More than 30 


acres of wetlands 
enhanced through
control of invasive
species and 
establishment of 
native plants 


 Hundreds of acres
of habitat 
conservation 


 Establishment of 
four vernal pools 


 
 


 


Outlet Jetty Enhancements 
 
 Improvement to existing Onondaga Lake 


outlet jetties to enhance recreational 
opportunities for anglers and pedestrians 


 Gaps in west and east jetties filled with stone 
and gravel material 


 Paved walking path provides access to west 
jetty from County Bike Trail 


 Deck with railings constructed atop portion of 
east jetty that is located entirely in lake 


 Ramp with railings installed to provide access 
from pedestrian walkway to adjacent lawn 
area in Onondaga Lake Park 


 Walking path installed to connect east jetty to 
County Park parking lot 


Maple Bay In-Lake Habitat Enhancement 
 
 38 acres of in-lake habitat enhancements, shallow water habitat and shoreline invasive species 


control 


 Wetlands restored to allow for fish spawning  


 Wild rice and floating aquatic vegetation introduced in shallow water 


 Native floating aquatic species installed in calmer protected areas 


 Underwater structure enhancements 16 







N 


ONONDAGA  
LAKE 


Erie Canal Trail 


• Construction of about 3.2 miles of Erie Canal trail from 
Reed Webster Park (includes historic Gere Lock) 


 







Visitor Center Transfer and Amenities 







ONONDAGA LAKE NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT RESTORATION PROJECTS 


   New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 


United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior 


 


Erie Canal and Southwest Lakeshore Trails 


I-695 


NYS Fairgrounds 


I-690 


Visitors Center 


           Proposed New Trail 


                  Existing Trail 








onceptual 


Southwest Shore Recreation 
Trail Project Highlights 


 
New 1.2-mile asphalt trail 


extension of West Shore 
Recreation Trail from near 
Onondaga Lake Visitors Center 
to Harbor Brook area 


Fencing installed along portions 
of trail that have a steep bank 
near water 


Bench seating installed at five 
locations along trail. 


Erie Canal Trail Project Highlights 
 
Build new 3.2 mile trail connecting Old 


Erie Canal Trail to existing County Trail 


Preserve Gere Lock as historic site 


Develop 4,200-square-foot gravel public 
parking area for additional access 


 Increase guarding on railing on State 
Fair Pedestrian bridges over I-690 


C


Conceptual 


19 







20 ONONDAGA LAKE NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT RESTORATION PROJECTS 


   New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 


United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior 


 


Southwest Lakeshore Trails 


Southwest Shore Angler Access Project Highlights 


 Improved fishing access along 1.4 miles of shoreline 
between Onondaga Lake Visitors Center and Harbor 
Brook, directly accessible from Southwest Shore 
Recreation Trail 


 Access gives anglers exposure to deep, moderate and 
shallow water depths 


 New 10,000-square-foot gravel parking area to be created 


Deep Water Fishing Pier Project Highlights 


 Floating fishing pier installed to give anglers deep 
water access along southwestern shore 


 Connection from fishing pier to Southwest 
Shoreline Recreation Trail 


 Annual installation of pier in early spring and 
removal late fall 


P 


Loop the Lake Trail 
extension 


Public parking 
(conceptual location) 


P 


Conceptual  


Visitors Center Transfer Project 
Highlights 


 Maintenance of Onondaga Lake 
Visitors Center for five years 


 Picnic area added to lawn area 
north and east of Visitors Center 


 Potable water connection installed 
from County’s West Side  Pump 
Station to Visitor’s Center 


 Cold water rinse station to assist 
in invasive species control efforts 


Conceptual  
20 







Hudson Farms Habitat Protection, 


Enhancement and Public Use 


• 117 acres – Honeywell 
owned 


• Wetland restoration 


• Vernal pool creation 


• Forest enhancement 


• Public fishing rights 


• Angler parking 


• Canoe launch 







Ninemile Creek Corridor Habitat 


Protection, Enhancement and Public 


Use 
• ~ 100 acres; Honeywell 


owned 


• Wetland enhancement 


• Floodplain forest 
enhancement – 24 acres 


• Public fishing rights 


• Stream restoration 


Figure is approximate 







Settling Basin Inland Salt Marsh 
and Grassland Bird Habitat 


• ~100 acres native 
grassland on settling 
basins 


• Salt marsh species 
supported & potential for 
large contiguous native 
grassland restoration 


• Grassland bird species 
such as Bobolink, 
Northern Harrier. 







Hudson Farms, Ninemile Creek & Native Grassland Restoration 


Native 
grasslands 


Hudson 
Farms Ninemile 


Creek 


Ninemile Creek 


Native 


Grassland 


Highlights 


217 acres of habitat  protected   


4 public parking areas 


Two canoe launches  


Additional Ninemile Creek public parking site and 


3.4 miles of public fishing rights to be acquired at 


location to be determined 


ONONDAGA LAKE NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT RESTORATION PROJECTS 


   New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 


United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior 


 


Hudson Farms 
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Tully Recreational Area and Nature Preserve 


        Proposed new 


parking 


 Existing parking 


Diverse Wildlife 


 Habitat 


Public Access 


Improvements 


Stream Restoration 


Public Recreation 


Highlights 


 


1,023 acres of habitat  protected   


11 miles of streambank public access along 


Onondaga Creek  


5 new gravel parking areas 


Stream habitat enhancement   







Invasive Species Control 


• 15 Years 


• Onondaga Lake and 
watershed 


• ~ 1700 acres 


• Funds each year for 
invasive species 
evaluation and control 







Additional Proposed Projects 


• Wetland and upland acquisition near Lake 
– 200 acres TBD 


 


• Additional public fishing rights and angler 
parking along Ninemile Creek (TBD) 


 


• Additional fish habitat structures in the 
Lake 


 


• Boat launch on Seneca River (TBD) 


 


• Future Project Fund to fund additional 
restoration projects (currently contains 
$2,297,000). Additional public input will 
be solicited. 







Benefits of Ecological Restoration Projects 
• The restoration projects proposed thus far provide 


benefits to natural resources.  
o Vernal pools - amphibian breeding 


o In-lake habitat structures - fish, amphibian and invertebrate breeding & foraging 


o Invasive species control - diverse habitat for birds, fish, mammals, amphibians & 
reptiles 


o Protection of contiguous habitat - preserves habitat and minimizes habitat 
fragmentation 


o Emergent and floating wetlands in and around the lake – foraging and breeding 
habitat for fish, birds, mammals, amphibians, reptiles 


o Stream restoration – breeding/foraging habitat for fish, birds, mammals, & 
amphibians 


o Forest enhancement – breeding and foraging habitat for birds and mammals 


o Native grassland – breeding habitat for rare bird species 


 


 







Ecological Restoration Project Proponents 


Onondaga Lake Proposed 


Project


Onondaga 


Nation 


Vision *


OLWPAAS 


**


OL Dev 


Plan


OL Env 


Action 


Plan


O Creek 


Revital NYSDEC OEI OLP


ESF (HF 


Survey 


Team)


Ringler, 


Kirby, 


Bassmasters


CNY 


Land 


Trust


Onon 


County


Ninemile Creek Eco x x


Wetland restoration (HF,9 


Mile,Maple Bay) x x x


Hudson Farms Eco x x x x


Native Grasslands x x


Maple Bay In-lake x x x x x


Maple Bay On-shore x x x x


NW Shore On-shore x x x


In-lake habitat x x x x x


Wetland Conservation x x x x


Invasive Species x x


Tully Eco x x x


Stream Habitat work - Tully x x x x x x x


Tully forested lands 


protection (potential 


mudboil mitigation) x x x x


* Onondaga Nation Vision 


(2010)


**  OLWPAAS Onondaga Lake Watershed Progress Assessment and Action Strategies (2010)


Document proposes ideas such as fish habitat restoration in the lake (ledges), managing invasive 


species, restoring native species and wetlands, restoring bird species, managing stormwater, green 


infrastructure, mudboil correction and waste removal.


Sources of Onondaga Lake Draft Restoration Plan Proposed Project Ideas







Benefits of Recreational Restoration Projects 


• The restoration projects proposed thus far provide 
benefits to people who enjoy the natural resources of the 
lake and surrounding area.  
o Increased fishing access – new public fishing rights, parking areas, improved 


jetties, deepwater pier, Seneca River boat launch, improved habitat for fish 


 


o Enhanced hiking opportunities – Erie Canal extension, southwest shore trail 
extension, trail potential at Tully 


 


o Increased boating access – Seneca River boat launch, canoe launch 


 


o Increased opportunities for nature enjoyment – Visitor Center, Fellows Falls, 
Tully & Ninemile Creek habitat protected 


 


 







Recreational Restoration Project 
Proponents 


Onondaga Lake Proposed 


Project OLWPAAS **


OL Dev 


Plan


OL Env 


Action 


Plan


FOCUS 


Water 


OL Rehab 


Guidance


O Creek 


Revital NYSDEC OEI OC EMC OLP


Syracuse 


Land 


Use/Dev


Bikeway 


System 


Plan O 


County Beebe


Izaak 


Walton


Onon 


County


Erie Canal Trail x x x


SW Shore Trail x x x x x x


Deep Water Pier x


SW Shore Angler Access x x x x x


Visitor Center 


(Education) x x x x x x


Ninemile Creek/Hudson 


Farms Fishing Access x x


Outlet jetties x x


Seneca Boat Launch 


(Boating access) x x x


Canoe launch x x x


Tully Recreational Area x x


Fellows Falls x X x


Public Fishing Rights x x x


**  OLWPAAS Onondaga Lake Watershed Progress Assessment and Action Strategies (2010)


Sources of Onondaga Lake Draft Restoration Plan Proposed Project Ideas







Next Steps 
• Public submits comments through June 2, 2017 on the Draft Restoration 


Plan. 
 
• Trustees respond to comments and finalize plan. 
 
• Cooperative assessment process with Honeywell continues. 
 
• Litigation or settlement results in payment of damages and/or 


implementation of projects. 
 
• Any settlement would be subject to further public comment in a 


document called a consent decree. 
 


• Trustees will continue to reach out to public to get input on project 
design AND suggestions for additional restoration projects. 


  


 







Thank You and Questions 


Send comments to: 
anne_secord@fws.gov and 
sharon.brooks@dec.ny.gov or 
phone Anne at (607) 753-9334 


For additional information, visit 
https://www.fws.gov/northeast/nyfo/ec/onondaga.htm 


 



mailto:anne_secord@fws.gov

mailto:sharon.brooks@dec.ny.gov

https://www.fws.gov/northeast/nyfo/ec/onondaga.htm
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Onondaga Lake Natural Resource Damage 
Assessment Restoration Update 


November 2018 


Since the March 2018 $26 Million natural resource damage 


settlement at Onondaga Lake, the Trustees, Honeywell and 
Onondaga County have focused on Restoration.  Highlights of 


2018 restoration work are presented here. For more information, 
see the November 2018 presentation, “Onondaga Lake NRD 


Restoration Projects.” 


Fish habitat structures – Honeywell, under the direction of the 
Trustees, spent the summer and fall of 2018 installing 1100 
structures in Onondaga Lake to provide habitat for fish and other 
aquatic organisms. Structures included rock piles, trees, porcupine 
cribs, log cribs, boulder clusters, and gravel/cobble reefs. 


Grassland Restoration ‐ Honeywell, under the direction of the 
Trustees, planted 50 acres of native grassland on top of the 
Sediment Consolidation Area.  This habitat will support grassland 
species such as bobolink and marsh hawk,  as well as pollinators 
like the monarch butterfly. 


Seneca River Boat Launch – Honeywell, under the direction of the 
Trustees, purchased property to install a two lane boat launch and 
parking area on the Seneca River. Construction will start in 2019. 


Wetlands Conservation – Honeywell is on track to acquire over 
200 acres of wetland and other habitat near the northern end of 
Onondaga Lake for transfer to land stewards to be selected by the 
Trustees. Habitat purchased so far supports a variety of birds, 
amphibians and reptiles, and the Federally listed Indiana bat and 
northern long‐eared bat. The Trustees will be looking for one or 
more land stewards to oversee the properties. 


Onondaga Lake NRDAR Community Working Group 
Established – The Trustees set up a community working 
group made up of a broad range of Onondaga Lake 
community stakeholders. The stakeholders are invited to 
learn about projects and provide each of their 
recommendations on requested topics. The first community 
working group meeting was on November 5, 2018. 
Presentation materials can be found on this website 








 


Hudson Farms


ONONDAGA LAKE NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT RESTORATION PROJECTS 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 


United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior 


Hudson Farms, Ninemile Creek & Native Grassland Restoration 


Native grasslands 


Hudson Farms 


Ninemile Creek 


Ninemile Creek 


Highlights 
217 acres of habitat protected  
4 public parking areas 
Two canoe launches 
Additional Ninemile Creek public parking site and 


3.4 miles of public fishing rights to be acquired at 
location to be determined 


Native Grassland 
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Southwest Lakeshore Trails 
Deep Water Fishing Pier Project Highlights 


 Floating fishing pier installed to give anglers deep
water access along southwestern shore 


 Connection from fishing pier to Southwest
Shoreline Recreation Trail 


 Annual installation of pier in early spring and
removal late fall 


Southwest Shore Angler Access Project Highlights 
 Improved fishing access along 1.4 miles of shoreline 


between Onondaga Lake Visitors Center and Harbor Brook, 
directly accessible from Southwest Shore Recreation Trail 


 Access gives anglers exposure to deep, moderate and 
shallow water depths 


 New 10,000-square-foot gravel parking area to be created 


Visitors Center Transfer Project 
Highlights 


 Maintenance of Onondaga Lake 
Visitors Center for five years 


 Picnic area added to lawn area 
north and east of Visitors Center 


 Potable water connection installed 
from County’s West Side  Pump
Station to Visitor’s Center 


 Cold water rinse station to assist in 
invasive species control efforts 


P 


Loop the Lake Trail extension 


Public parking (conceptual location)P 


Conceptual 


Conceptual 
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Tully Recreational Area and Nature Preserve 


Highlights 


1,023 acres of habitat protected 
11 miles of streambank public access along 


Onondaga Creek 
5 new gravel parking areas 


g 
Stream habitat enhancement 


Fellows Falls 


Public Recreation 


Diverse Wildlife 
Habitat 


Stream Restoration 


Public Access 
Improvements 


Proposed new parkin
Existing parking 
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Onondaga Lake Restoration: A Watershed Approach 


Remediation Projects 


Ecological & 
Recreational Projects 


Tully, NY 


1
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Public Meetings, Suggestion Form, and Reports Community Ideas 


Fishing access
OLWP Watershed Forum 







