
USFWS Alternative Options for FL Panther Recovery 
North of the Caloosahatchee River 





Partners for  Fish and Wildlife Program 
 
 

• Voluntary program that provides technical and financial 
assistance for habitat restoration on private lands. 

 
• Emphasize projects that benefit federal trust resources. 
 
• Minimum 10-year agreement. 
 
• 50/50 cost-share.  
     (monetarily or in-kind) 
 
• Year-round acceptance                                                                            

of proposals. 
 
 
 





Experimental Population 
 

 

 • Re-establish a threatened or endangered species in areas of its 
former range for recovery. 
 

•  Nonessential Experimental  Populations (NEP) do not have full 
protection of the ESA. 
 

• Alleviates the “fear” of restrictions and regulations that the 
presence of listed species could bring. 
 
 
 
 
 



Experimental Population 
  

 
• NEP panther population would be 

considered as Threatened rather 
than Endangered under the ESA. 
 

• Protective regulations to provide 
for their conservation. 
 

• For section 7, panthers would be 
treated as proposed to be listed, 
so Federal agencies would not be 
required to consult. 

 
 
 



Experimental Population 
 

 

 
• Translocate panthers to establish an experimental population. 

 
• The experimental population must be “wholly separate 

geographically“ from the existing populations of the same 
species. 
 







Safe Harbor Agreement 

• Provides assurances that USFWS will not impose additional 
restrictions.  
 

• Landowner is permitted for incidental take coverage for 
routine and ongoing activities on the property. 
 

• Allows landowner to return the enrolled property back to pre-
agreement conditions (baseline) at the end of the agreement 
period. 
 

 
 
 



Safe Harbor Agreement 
  

 
To provide a net conservation 
benefit, the beneficial activities 
must outweigh the potential 
impacts from routine and ongoing 
activities and the potential return 
to baseline conditions.  

 
 
 




