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Transportation SubTeam  
• Core Team Liaison: Laurie Macdonald, Defenders of Wildlife 
 
• SubTeam Chair: Nancy Payton, Florida Wildlife Federation 
• Amber Crooks, Conservancy of Southwest Florida 
• Elizabeth Fleming, Defenders of Wildlife 
• Terry Gilbert, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
• Darrell Land, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
• Xavier Pagan, Florida Department of Transportation 
• Gwen Pipkin, Florida Department of Transportation 
• Don Scott, Lee County Metropolitan Planning Organization 
• Brent Setchell, Florida Department of Transportation 
• Dan Smith, University of Central Florida 
• John Wrublik, US Fish and Wildlife Service 
 
• http://www.fws.gov/verobeach/FloridaPantherRITTransportation.html 
 

http://www.fws.gov/verobeach/FloridaPantherRITTransportation.html
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Mission 
To identify and prioritize high vehicular 
mortality areas and recommend risk-
reduction measures. 

–Southwest Florida 
–Central Florida 
–Statewide 



Active Projects 
• Identifying Southwest Florida Hotspots 

– Collier, Lee and Hendry State and Local Roads 

• Cost Surface Mapping, South of I-4 
• Developing Format for Recommendations 
• Developing a Compendium of Existing 

Panther/Wildlife Crossings 
• Reviewing MPO’s Vehicle/Animal Crash 

Databases 
 
 
 



Pending Projects 
• Field Trips  

– Keri Road, Hendry County 

• Transportation Impacts Outside the Panther 
Focus Area (Primary, Secondary, Dispersal zones) 

• Hotspots in Central Florida 
• Roads in Planning South of I-4 - MPO Long Range 

Transportation Plans, FDOT Work Plans 
• RADS (Roadside Animal Detection Systems) 
• Locations of Slow Speed Zones 

 
 

 
 
 



Completed Projects 
• Review of FDOT Crossings Guidelines 



• Florida Department of Transportation 
(FDOT) developed in consultation with 
wildlife agencies around 2008. 

• Purpose is to provide FDOT guidance 
on when wildlife crossings and other 
related structures/exclusionary devices 
(fencing, walls, etc.) are appropriate.  

• Guidelines apply to new roadways, 
projects that involve addition of travel 
lanes, or retrofit projects. 

• Identification of wildlife movement 
issues and impact minimization 
measures best identified early in the 
project planning. 

FDOT Wildlife Crossing Guidelines 



• Review and revision of FDOT 
Wildlife Crossing Guidelines 
identified as a subteam 
project at first meeting 
October 2014. 

• Over two meetings in early 
2015, subteam members 
provided edits and through 
discussion came to a final 
consensus on suggested 
changes. 
 

FDOT Wildlife Crossing Guidelines 



Revisions 



Revisions 



Revisions 



• Expanding types of roadway 
projects where guidelines can be 
considered. 

• Expanding types of structures to 
include bridges with shelves, etc.. 
– Not all guideline criteria may need 

to be met for these types of 
structures. 

• Including consideration of input 
from non-wildlife agency sources 
(academia, conservation groups, 
land management agencies, etc.). 

• Clarifying FDOT consideration of 
crossings/structures when outside 
funding is available. 

Major Themes of Changes 



• Clarification that crossings/structures 
can be considered when 
conservation lands are planned to be 
present in the foreseeable future, as 
long as they are obtained prior to 
design phase. 

• Considering general wildlife needs 
and ecological corridors, in addition 
to listed species or certain target 
species. 
– However, focus will continue to be on 

large mammals and endangered species. 

• Highlighting need for cost-efficient 
and biologically effective designs. 

Major Themes of Changes 



Next Steps 

• Subteam’s other work products will help 
inform and demonstrate “science-based need” 
for crossings/structures. 

• FDOT has begun to review the draft 
guidelines. 

• Transportation Subteam asks for PRIT 
comments and approval of final work product, 
if needed. 



Future Projects 
• Crossing Guidelines for FWS 
• Cost Surface Mapping – North of                       

I-4/Statewide 
• Roads in Planning North of I-4/Statewide 
• Identifying Hotspots North of I-4/Statewide 
• Florida’s Habitat and Highway Connections 

with Neighboring States 
 



Questions and 
Comments 
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