
From: Maghini, Mark
To: Bill Porter
Subject: Fwd: Draft response to Congressman Moulton re Pink House
Date: Thursday, October 17, 2019 8:37:21 AM
Attachments: Draft response_Moulton letter_2019.docx

Bill: fyi. 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Graham Taylor <graham_taylor@fws.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 15, 2019 at 2:58 PM
Subject: Fwd: Draft response to Congressman Moulton re Pink House
To: <mark_maghini@fws.gov>

Mark, here is the draft response.  I need comments quickly if you have any.

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: Graham Taylor <graham_taylor@fws.gov>
Date: October 15, 2019 at 1:59:37 PM EDT
To: Sharon Marino <Sharon_Marino@fws.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Draft response to Congressman Moulton re Pink House

Hi Sharon,

I was going to give you a hard copy but here is the draft response to Congressman
Moulton if you want to take a look at it.  I plan to send to Christine, through
DTS,by the end of the day.

Graham

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Taylor, Graham" <graham_taylor@fws.gov>
Date: October 15, 2019 at 11:22:09 AM EDT
To: "Ware, Sharon" <sharon_ware@fws.gov>, "Muth, Lelaina"
<lelaina_muth@fws.gov>
Subject: Draft response to Congressman Moulton re Pink House

Sharon,

Thanks for the draft you sent Friday afternoon.  I have made some
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The Honorable Congressman Seth Moulton

Sixth District, United States House of Representatives

1127 Longworth Building

Washington, DC 20510 







Dear Senator Moulton,



Thank you for your letter of September 18, 2019 regarding the Pink House at the Parker River National Wildlife Refuge (Refuge), asking for a review and comment on proposals from the Support the Pink House’s leadership. 



The Service purchased the Stott property in 2011, and in 2014 determined that the house was not suitable as housing for seasonal staff, and that no other use for the refuge was feasible.  The Refuge then planned to demolish the building and provide a wildlife viewing platform at the site.  After receiving inquiries from your office, as well as from Senator’s Markey and Senator Warren’s offices, we agreed to put the demolition process on hold and to explore land exchange options.  The Refuge began working with Save the Pink House group in the fall of 2015 to discuss a land exchange.  Since then, we continue to meet with Save the Pink house leadership, Massachusetts State Senator Bruce E. Tarr, and the Essex County Greenbelt Association on a potential exchange, without success. 





Regarding the four options that the Save the Pink House have recently proposed, our comments follow:



1. USFWS maintains the property through its own Historic Preservation Program.



The Massachusetts Historical Commission previously concurred with the USFWS (Service) in 2011 (MHC #RC.50722) that the Stott Tract and Pink House do not meet the criteria of evaluation (36CFR 60) for listing in the National Register of Historic Places and have been deemed ineligible.  Therefore, the Service and the Refuge have no requirement or obligation to preserve the building, and are not interested in doing so.  We do recognize that the building has local appeal, which is one of the reasons we have been willing to work with the Save the Pink House group to find a viable option for them as well as the Refuge.





2. USFWS executes a long-term land lease to support restoration of the property.



The Refuge is not interested in leasing land to another entity just so they can maintain a building, owned by the Refuge, which the refuge has determined we do not need.  As you may be aware, we, and other government agencies, are under a mandate to reduce the amount of buildings owned by the Government.  We have been striving to meet that mandate and leasing this building would not contribute to this mandate as the building would remain federally owned.  Continuing to hold the property which we have determined is not needed, is also outside our conservation mission.



3. USFWS enters into an affordable land-trade agreement with Greenbelt.  



This option has been our preferred direction from the very beginning.  An exchange with Save the Pink House would have enabled them to take ownership of the house with approximately one acre of land surrounding the house.  This option would have enabled the Service and refuge to retain the remaining approximately 9 acres acquired by the Service with the house in 2011, divested the Service and Refuge responsibility for the building, and facilitated the Save the Pink House group to achieve their goal and save the building in its current location.



In late May 2019, Refuge Manager Bill Peterson signed the attached Agreement to Initiate a Land Exchange and shared it with other key members of the work group through an email for their signatures.  This non-binding document allows the Service to begin the land acquisition process, including dedicating Service Realty resources to work on this effort  We anticipated parties involved would sign the form during the summer  so we could officially begin the land exchange process  



We appreciate all the time and effort that Greenbelt has spent on this in identifying potential properties to exchange, getting an estimate on the current value of the Pink House and one acre of land, so that the Pink House group could move forward in what they needed to do to achieve their goal.



As of this date, that agreement has yet to be signed by the Save the Pink House group.  





4.  USFWS declares the property as surplus with a preservation restriction



The Service nor the Refuge has deemed the property (land) as excess but we have identified that we have no need for the building, and had planned to demolish it.  If we were to consider this option, the building itself would be deemed as excess, sold through public auction, and would have to be moved off the property.  There would be no land included as none of the land is excess to the needs of the Refuge.  If we were to pursue this option, whoever is successful would have a limited time frame to remove the building from the Refuge, likely no more than 120 days.  





In summary, if the Save the Pink House group wants to save the building and keep it in its current location, an exchange of land is the best option and we are including one acre of land as it becomes an impractical solution to own a building with nowhere to park, etc.  If the location of the Pink House is not an issue for the group, then pursuing the sale of the building through GSA is an option.  However, the Save the Pink House group, or any successful bidder, would be required to move the building from the property.



As we enter the fifth year of this undertaking, we remain committed to seeing a successful outcome for all parties, if possible.  However, we cannot continue indefinitely, and would like to set a November 1, 2020 deadline for this effort.  Lack of success would not be for lack of cooperation of all parties involved.



[bookmark: _GoBack]If you have any additional questions, please do not hesitate to contact acting Refuge Manager, Sharon Ware, at 978-465-5753.











edits and incorporated them into the attached document.

If you could please look at the attached and get comments to be by
1:00 today.

Thanks,

Graham

-- 
Graham W. Taylor

Refuge Supervisor - North Zone (ME, NH, VT, MA, RI, CT, NJ)
US Fish and Wildlife Service
North Atlantic - Appalachian Region
National Wildlife Refuge System
300 Westgate Center Drive
Hadley, MA 01035-9589

413.253.8356
413.253.8468 (fax)

-- 
Mark Maghini
Chief, Division of Realty
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
300 Westgate Center Drive 
Hadley, MA 01035
413.253.8590 (o)
413.992.8198 (c)
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