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FWS INFORMATION MEMORANDUM 

UPDATE: March 8, 2023 

TO: Martha Williams, Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

FROM: Sara Boario, Alaska Regional Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

SUBJECT: BP036667 Arctic Refuge Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement 

I. KEY FACTS

Section 20001 of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (Tax Act) directed the Secretary of the Interior, 
acting through the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), to establish and administer a 
competitive oil and gas leasing program for the leasing, development, production, and 
transportation of oil and gas in and from the Coastal Plain of the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge (Refuge).  During the previous administration, BLM developed an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) – published in September 2019 – and ROD – signed in August of 2020 – for a 
new Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Leasing Program, with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(Service) serving as a cooperator and regulator through that process.  In January 2021, BLM held 
the first of two required lease sales, with nine leases purchased. 

Based on direction from the new Administration in Executive Order 13990 and Secretarial Order 
(S.O.) 3401, the BLM is preparing a Supplemental EIS for the Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Leasing 
Program.  The Service is working with BLM to define our role in this new process. 

II. BACKGROUND AND FWS POSITION

The Arctic Refuge was established in 1980 by the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation 
Act.  In 1988, the Arctic Refuge’s initial Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP) recognized 
the coastal plain (1002 area) as critical habitat for numerous subsistence and internationally 
significant species including polar bear, the Porcupine caribou herd, and over 100 bird and 
waterfowl species.  The updated CCP issued in 2015 recommended an additional 12 million 
acres as wilderness, including the entire coastal plain and four rivers as National Wild and Scenic 
Rivers.  The Tax Act, Public Law I15-97, was signed into law on December 22, 2017, and 
directs the Secretary of the Interior, through BLM, to establish and administer a competitive oil 
and gas program in the 1002 area.  The oil and gas program will be managed similarly to BLM’s 
program in the National Petroleum Reserve–Alaska.  A maximum of 2,000 surface acres may be 
authorized.  The Tax Act requires two oil and gas lease sales within 10 years of enactment.  All 
revenue receipts shall be split evenly between the State of Alaska and the U.S. Treasury. 

The Service served as a cooperator in BLM’s development of their 2019 EIS for the new oil and 
gas leasing program in the 1002 Coastal Plain, representing our responsibilities under the Alaska 
National Interest Lands Conservation Act of 1980, as amended (ANILCA); National Wildlife 
Refuge Administration Act (1966); National Wildlife Refuge System Improvement Act (1997); 
Endangered Species Act (ESA), Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA), and Migratory Bird 
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report will be completed in the next several weeks following analysis. The scoping period 
generated approximately 104,000 comments, the majority of which are form letters from 
conservation NGOs. The contractor estimated that there are potentially 4,800 comments 
with unique content. The Service and BLM continue to work on the MOU. 

• October 18, 2021: No new update. 
• October 25, 2021: Bobbie Jo Skibo started on 10/12/21 as the new 1002 Coastal Plain 

Coordinator and met with the BLM lead planner on Friday, October 22 to begin her 
liaison role between BLM and the Service for the development of the SEIS. As joint lead 
agencies in this process we will continue to meet during a weekly standing call to review 
and finalize the MOU as well as identify next steps and key details related to the process. 

• November 1, 2021:  No new update. 
• November 8, 2021:  A call was hosted between BLM and FWS leadership to finalize the 

draft MOU highlighting consensus development and joint lead roles.  Final review and 
signatures are expected soon. 

• November 15, 2021: The MOU was finalized and signed by both BLM and FWS. The 
MOU outlines our intent for consensus decisions as Joint Lead Agencies and integrates 
the FWS Coastal Plain Coordinator as an equal Project Lead. A final scoping report was 
completed by the project contractor that summarizes substantive comments received 
through the scoping period. BLM is finalizing a performance work statement for the post-
scoping phase. 

• November 22, 2021:  We received the final public scoping report today (not yet 508 
compliant). Due to the holiday on 11/25, we plan to publish the final 508 compliant 
version of the Scoping Report along with the public comments and scoping meeting 
transcripts to the BLM's NEPA Register (a.k.a. ePlanning) on 11/29. We anticipate the 
new contractor that will assist for the duration of the process will be selected in 
December, and we will resume the next steps of the process in mid-January.  

• November 29, 2021: No new update. 
• December 6, 2021: The final SEIS scoping Report has been published on BLM’s e-

Planning website, where it is accessible to the public. Two cooperating agency MOU’s 
are circulating for signature; one is with the Alaska Department of Natural Resources, 
and the other is with three Tribal entities (i.e., Native Village of Venetie Tribal 
Government, Venetie Village Council, and Arctic Village Council). The interagency-
interdisciplinary team plans to meet on January 19th and 20th to kick off the next steps of 
the SEIS process. 

• December 13, 2021:  No new update. 
• December 20, 2021: No new update. 
• December 27, 2021: The BLM and USFWS, as co-lead agencies on the SEIS, are hosting 

a learning and listening session to kick off the Coastal Plain SEIS effort on January 19 
and 20, 2022. The purpose of the meeting is to establish roles and responsibilities, set 
expectations for the SEIS process, and share expertise about issues on the Coastal Plain 
from different perspectives.  Attendees will include cooperating agency representatives, 
as well as BLM, USFWS, and contractor ID Team members and associated staff. EMPSi 
Environmental Management and Planning Solutions, Inc. was awarded the contract to 
manage the remainder of the SEIS process.  

• January 3, 2022: No new update. 
• January 10, 2022: No new update. 
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• January 18, 2022:  The Joint Lead Agencies (FWS and BLM) are hosting their SEIS 
kickoff meetings on January 19th  and 20th.  The first day features only DOI agency 
(BLM, FWS, SOL) staff.  The second day features Cooperating Agencies, including the 
State of Alaska and the Native American Rights Foundation (representing the Native 
Village of Venetie Tribal Government, Venetie Village Council, and Arctic Village 
Council).    

• January 18, 2022:  The Joint Lead Agencies (FWS and BLM) are hosting their SEIS 
kickoff meetings on January 19th  and 20th.  The first day features only DOI agency 
(BLM, FWS, SOL) staff.  The second day features Cooperating Agencies, including the 
State of Alaska and the Native American Rights Foundation (representing the Native 
Village of Venetie Tribal Government, Venetie Village Council, and Arctic Village 
Council).    

• January 24, 2022:  Last week, the Service and BLM—as Joint Lead Agencies—hosted 2 
successful and well attended kickoff meetings for the SEIS, which set the right tone for 
this process—one of consensus and collaboration. Day 1 was a shared learning 
opportunity and a meet-and-greet for the BLM-FWS Joint Leadership and 
Interdisciplinary Team. Day 2 was designed primarily for the Cooperating Agency 
representatives to introduce themselves and to get to know the Joint Lead Agencies. The 
next major step in this process will be the alternatives development workshop, which we 
plan to hold in the spring, involve BLM, FWS, and Cooperating Agencies.  

• January 31, 2022: The Joint Lead Agency Project Managers are following up on tasks 
and questions that came up during the kick-off sessions including finalizing the State of 
Alaska Cooperating Agency MOU and developing Non-Disclosure Agreements for all 
participating cooperators and contractors. 

• February 7, 2022: No new update. 
• February 14, 2022: No new update. 
• February 22, 2022: No new update. 
• February 28, 2022: No new update. 
• March 8, 2022: The Cooperating Agency MOU with the State of Alaska was finalized 

this week and signed. The Joint Lead Project Managers have been meeting with staff on a 
variety of topics including transboundary interests and engagement with Canada; 
inclusion of Indigenous and Traditional Ecological Knowledge (ITEK) into the process; 
and the legal deficiencies noted in SO 3401. The Joint Lead Project Managers are also 
working on a joint memo that outlines the many interpretations of the Tax Act and 
associated aspects of the EIS to ensure BLM and FWS are on the same page as we move 
forward into the Alternatives Development Workshop scheduled for late April. 

• March 14, 2022: The SEIS process is ramping up to stay on schedule for a signed ROD 
by August 2023.  The FWS Interdisciplinary Team (IDT) plans to meet March 30 and 31 
to discuss alternatives, including those from the EIS and other alternatives that could 
provide a more “reasonable range” of alternatives in the SEIS.  We hope to meet with 
NARF and Tribal representatives in early April to start discussions on how best to 
integrate ITEK into the SEIS process. We also recently met with DOI International 
Affairs staff to seek support and guidance on how best to interface with Canada.  

• March 21, 2022:  No new update. 
• March 28, 2022: No new update. 
• April 4, 2022: The FWS IDT met on March 30 and 31 to begin strategizing on resource 

considerations that can be built into the Stipulations and Required Operating Procedures 
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for the SEIS. In addition, we spent time exploring and discussing Scoping comments 
related to key resource areas. On April 8, the Joint Lead Project Managers are meeting 
with NARF and other Tribal representative to begin discussions on how we will approach 
the inclusion of Indigenous and Tribal Ecological Knowledge (ITEK). 

• April 11, 2022: No new update. 
• April 18, 2022: The Joint Lead Project Managers had a very successful meeting with 

tribal representatives of Arctic Village and Venetie on April 8. The team agreed to 
continue meeting every two weeks to ensure forward momentum on identifying ways to 
integrate ITEK into the SEIS. The tribal representatives invited the Project Managers to 
their villages to meet with Elders and their people to “begin healing from the past”. They 
requested that we visit prior to any public comment period begins and to come prior to 
“pulling out the maps”. That trip is tentatively scheduled for June. The Alternatives 
Development Workshop is being held on April 25th-27th and will include the Joint Lead 
and Cooperating Agencies. This will begin the more involved part of the SEIS process. 

• April 25, 2022:  This week, BLM and FWS are hosting the Alternatives Development 
Workshop.   

• May 2, 2022:  Last week, approximately 70 participants (25 in-person and 45 on Zoom) 
from the Joint Lead Agencies and Cooperating Agencies—including the State, Venetie 
Tribal Council, and Arctic Refuge Tribal Council—met to begin SEIS alternatives 
development.  This workshop primarily focused on the Stipulations (Stips) and Required 
Operating Procedures (ROPs) for each alternative.  After this meeting, at least seven 
topics were identified for further discussion—including air; climate change; caribou; 
water resources and fish; permafrost, snow, and overland travel; polar bears and other 
wildlife; and the integration of Indigenous and Traditional Ecological Knowledge—and 
Resource Groups have been set up with agency representatives who will meet over the 
coming weeks to look at the Stips and ROPS for their area of expertise.  

• May 9, 2022: No new update. 
• May 16, 2022: Acting Arctic Refuge Manager met with Kaktovik community leaders 

Edward and Matthew Rexford on May 11, during which they shared a brief update and an 
estimated SEIS completion timeline.  During that meeting, the Rexfords raised a specific 
question about the legal deficiencies with the first EIS.  The Joint Lead Project Managers 
are scheduling follow-up Resource Group discussions to further refine the Stips and 
ROPs for SEIS alternatives the weeks of May 16 and May 23. 

• May 23, 2022: The 6 Resource Groups met last week to provide input to the Stipulations 
and Required Operating Procedures. We anticipate having our group work completed by 
May 27 and will work with the Joint Lead Agency IDTs to synthesize the input to date 
into a master document for review and next steps. EPA has also reached out to become a 
Cooperating Agency, and the Cooperating Agency MOU is in EPA’s legal review 
process and should be signed soon.  

• May 31, 2022: No new update. 
• June 6, 2022:  A Government-to-Government (G2G) consultation has been scheduled in 

Arctic Village for June 27, 2022.  Both SEIS co-leads will have representatives present at 
this G2G meeting, including the Regional Directors of the two bureaus.  The MOU with 
EPA has been signed and they are now a full Cooperating Agency in the process.  

• June 14, 2022: No new update. 
• June 21, 2022: No new update. 
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• June 27, 2022: BLM and the Service are conducting a Government-to-Government 
consultation in Arctic Village this week.  Sara Boario is representing the Service at the 
consultation. 

• July 5, 2022: The Joint Lead Agencies held a very successful Government-to-
Government consultation last week with representatives of the Arctic Village and Venetie 
Tribal Councils.  They have asked for another consultation in September.  As of this 
week, the EPA’s MOU for Cooperating Agency status has been signed by all parties.  
The Joint Lead project managers will be finalizing the Stipulations and Required 
Operating Procedures this week so the EMPSi contractors can begin development of 
alternatives. 

• July 11, 2022: No new update. 
• July 18, 2022: No new update. 
• July 26, 2022: No new update. 
• August 1, 2022: A second round of Government-to-Government consultation is being 

planned for September 11-13. One day will be spent in Venetie and one day in Arctic 
Village. The Joint Lead Project Managers are finalizing the ROPs and STIPs and should 
be prepared for alternative development within the next 2 weeks. 

• August 8, 2022: No new update. 
• August 15, 2022: No new update. 
• August 22, 2022: No new update. 
• August 29, 2022: No new update. 
• September 6, 2022: No new update. 
• September 13, 2022: Over the past month, the Project Management Team has been 

working on elements of the SEIS including the Purpose and Need Statement, the 
Reasonably Foreseeable Development scenario and the 2,000-acre interpretation (as 
identified in Secretarial Order 3401) and the Stipulations and Required Operating 
Procedures. We have been holding regularly reoccurring Cooperating Agency meetings 
as well as reoccurring ITEK working group meetings. Current Cooperating Agencies 
include EPA, Native Village of Venetie Tribal Government, the Venetie Village Council, 
the Arctic Village Council, and the State of Alaska. The Inupiat Community of the Arctic 
Slope (ICAS), a regional Alaska Native tribal government, is interested in joining on as a 
cooperating agency; they represent a number of native communities across the North 
Slope. We are working on the MOU this week. The Native Village of Kaktovik has 
expressed interest in becoming more involved in the SEIS. They would like to set up a 
meeting with BLM/USFWS in October. We have received a formal request from the 
Kaktovik Inupiat Corporation for ANCSA consultation. We will be following up on this 
request. The Project Management Team is in Arctic Village for Government-to-
Government consultation September 13th, 2022. 

• September 20, 2022: The Project Management Team attended the Government-to-
Government consultation on September 13 in Arctic Village. It was well attended by 
tribal members of the community and staff are now following up on next steps. 

• September 27, 2022: Last week, the BLM and FWS Project Management Team met with 
FWS and BLM Alaska communications staff to develop a plan for coordinating 
regionally on proactive and reactive communication needs.  (Note: Any external 
communications will be closely coordinated with FWS and BLM HQ and the 
Department.) 

• October 3, 2022: No new update. 
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upcoming (tentatively on 27 Jan.) Departmental Review Team briefing to gain 
concurrence on the Alternative E that has been under development. 

• January 17, 2023: No new update. 
• January 24, 2023: The Project Management Team is finalizing details for an upcoming 

Indigenous Traditional Ecological Knowledge (ITEK) and Science Integration Workshop 
tentatively scheduled for February 27th through March 4 at the Morris Thompson Center 
in Fairbanks. The workshop is designed to create a shared-learning opportunity and safe 
space for cross cultural and interdisciplinary discussions on key resource topics putting 
ITEK on equal footing with Western science throughout the SEIS. The workshop will be 
co-managed and led by BLM/FWS staff and tribal representatives. Invitees include key 
agency staff and members (and their invited guests/contractors) of the Native Village of 
Kaktovik, the Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope, Native Village of Venetie Tribal 
Government, Venetie Village Council, and Arctic Village Council. 

• February 1, 2023: No new update. 
• February 8, 2023: No new update. 
• February 15, 2023:  Regional Director Sara Boario will be joining virtually while the 

Project Management Team will be traveling to Kaktovik February 12-14 for a 
Government-to-Government consultation with the Native Village of Kaktovik as well as 
an ANCSA consultation with the Kaktovik Inupiat Corporation. The ITEK Workshop is 
confirmed for February 27-March 4, and the team is finalizing details for this first-of-its-
kind effort. Confirmed attendees include highly respected elders and knowledge holders 
from Arctic Village, Venetie, and Fairbanks. 

• March 1, 2023:  
o On February 13th, members of the Project Management Team held a hybrid (in-

person/phone) Government-to-Government consultation with the Native Village of 
Kaktovik. In attendance were also members of the Kaktovik Inupiat Corporation. The 
G2G session included a discussion on NVK’s recommendations on the Final EIS 
Stipulations and Required Operating Procedures. Additionally, NVK raised questions 
about how Indigenous Knowledge was being considered in the SEIS, and raised 
significant concerns about an ITEK workshop intended to bring all Tribes and 
knowledge-holders together to discuss perspectives on resource topics covered in the 
SEIS. FWS and BLM decided to pause the workshop to address these concerns. 

o The updated range of alternatives has been developed and approved, and project 
contractors will begin to update and expand the affected environment and environmental 
consequences sections for the SEIS. 

• March 8, 2023: No new update. 
 
VI.  TIMELINE AND NEXT STEPS 
 
Table 1 below. 

 
Prepared by: Brian Glaspell, Refuge Chief, Alaska Region 
 ☐ FYI     or     ☐ Requested by: [name]  
 ☒ Prepared for a meeting: Weekly Alaska Policy Meeting 
Does this involve, directly or tangentially, any Director’s Office recusals? ☐ Yes  ☐ No 
If yes, please identify:  
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Table 1. Schedule for Arctic Refuge Supplemental EIS  

Start End # of 
Days Description 

August 4, 
2021 

August 4, 
2021 NA BLM’s Notice of Intent for Supplemental EIS publishes in 

Federal Register. 

August 12, 
2021 

August 12, 
2021 NA 

Date of meeting between USFWS and BLM National and 
Regional leadership regarding preparation of SEIS. 

August 23, 
2021 

August 23, 
2021 NA FWS and BLM Regional Leadership meet regarding 

preparation of SEIS 

August 30, 
2021 

August 30, 
2021 NA FWS and BLM Regional Leadership met to continue 

conversations on SEIS coordination. 

September 
13, 2021 

September 
13, 2021 

NA FWS Regional Director and BLM Alaska State Director 
and ARDs will meet to discuss FWS co-lead role in SEIS 

September 
14, 2021 

September 
16, 2021 

 
3 

BLM has scheduled 6 virtual public meetings to assist in 
the preparation of the SEIS.  Participants under 
consideration. 

October 5, 
2021 

October 5, 
2021 NA 

BLM, FWS and the State of Alaska will meet with the 
contractor preparing the preliminary summary of written 
and oral scoping comments on the SEIS. 

January 19, 
2022 

January 20, 
2022 2 Joint Leadership and IDT Kick Off  (Day 1), Cooperating 

Agency Kick Off (Day 2) 

April 25, 
2022 

April 27, 
2022 3 Alternatives Development Workshop 

Summer/Fall 
2022 

  Administrative Draft SEIS  

Late 2022   Minimum 45-Day Public Comment Period 

Early 2023   Develop Final SEIS 

Mid 2023 
(August) 

  Record of Decision 
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USFWS INFORMATION MEMORANDUM 

 
UPDATE: March 8, 2023 
 
TO:  Martha Williams, Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
 
FROM: Sara Boario, Alaska Regional Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
 
SUBJECT: BP036667 Summary of Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and Significant 

Kaktovik, Alaska, Issues 
 
I. KEY FACTS 
 
 Alaska is home to 229 federally recognized tribes and 200 Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act 
(ANCSA) Corporations. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (Service) work across the state has 
significant implications for Tribal partners and Indigenous peoples, and we strive to work 
together as shared stewards. The Service's relationship with Kaktovik—located along the 
northern boundary of Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (Refuge)—is among the most sensitive 
and complex within Alaska, due to a difficult history between the U.S. Government and 
Qaaktuġvigmiut (the people of Kaktovik).  Aside from the relatively new issues of polar bear 
viewing, land and water jurisdiction, and commercial permitting, there are deeper challenges 
driven by the fact that land claims were settled without consent of the Qaaktuġvigmiut.  There is 
an ongoing effort between Service staff and Kaktovik's leaders to improve our relationship and 
communications.   
 
The Service’s relationships with Kaktovik are also complicated by the number of Service 
programs involved and the number of entities in Kaktovik with which the Service 
collaborates. Multiple Service Alaska Region programs are engaged in activities that affect 
Kaktovik, with the largest players being the Refuge, which manages lands and waters 
surrounding Kaktovik, and the Marine Mammals Management (MMM) program, which is 
responsible for protecting polar bears under the Marine Mammal Protection Act, the Endangered 
Species Act, and several international agreements.  The Service’s relationships with Kaktovik 
involve three governing bodies and one corporate board representing the people in Kaktovik: 
The Native Village of Kaktovik (NVK), a federally recognized tribal government; the City of 
Kaktovik, a state-chartered municipal government; the less formal but important Indigenous 
traditional Whaling Captains, a body to govern whaling; and the Kaktovik Inupiat Corporation 
(KIC), an ANCSA Corporation.  The North Slope Borough also has a significant role in the 
community in addition to owning the airport land. 
 
The major issues currently impacting the Service’s relationship with Kaktovik are listed below. 
 

• Kaktovik Community Coordination  
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• Off-Road Vehicle (ORV) Use for Subsistence Purposes on the Arctic Refuge 
(“traditional access”)  

• Arctic Refuge Right-of-Way (ROW) for Kaktovik, Alaska 
• Local Participation in Polar Bear Viewing in the Arctic Refuge 
• Arctic Refuge Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Program Supplemental Environmental Impact 

Statement (SEIS) 
 
II. BACKGROUND AND FWS POSITION 
 
Kaktovik Community Coordination:  The Service’s Alaska Region seeks open communication 
and collaboration with the people of Kaktovik, including closer relationships and fellowship with 
the NVK, KIC, and City of Kaktovik.  We propose exploring a new framework for relationships 
in cooperation with local leaders.  This could include: a Community Liaison position; 
development of a Kaktovik Community Collaborative, an advisory group that serves as a forum 
to regularly convene local, state, and federal partners to maintain lines of communication and 
proactively address issues; a truth and healing effort; a cultural training program for employees 
working with Kaktovik; and additional paths forward to improve our relationship. 
 
ORV Use for Subsistence Purposes on the Arctic Refuge:  The Service has been working on a 
traditional access study for Arctic Refuge, following up on direction in the 2015 Refuge CCP 
and a subsequent Director’s Memo (073990) and accompanying Solicitor’s Opinion.  Kaktovik 
residents and leaders have expressed a desire to use ORVs in Arctic Refuge for subsistence use 
and have implied that certain, not yet verified despite Service requests, means of ORV use were 
employed by local residents prior to the passage of the Alaska National Interest Lands 
Conservation Act (ANILCA) in 1980.  The traditional access study was completed by a 
contractor and shared with affected communities in March of 2022.  Missing information could 
affect the access determination for the Kaktovik area.  
 
Arctic Refuge Road ROW for Kaktovik, Alaska:  In August 2021, KIC submitted a ROW 
application asking for a 20-year, with option for renewal, overland snow route to move materials 
for a permanent school, community vehicles, fuel, and “other consumables.”  The Service 
determined that the application was complete and will soon be preparing a NEPA analysis of the 
ROW and alternatives. Polar bears and administration of the ESA and MMPA will be a 
significant issue to address. 
 
Local Participation in Polar Bear Viewing in the Arctic Refuge:  The number of tourists visiting 
Kaktovik, Alaska, for polar bear viewing has increased significantly in the last decade, posing 
challenges for residents.  To address this, in 2010 the Service began authorizing commercial 
boat-based viewing on Kaktovik waters, which are the jurisdiction of Arctic Refuge.  In January 
of 2021, issuance of Secretarial Order No. 3392, Local Participation in Commercial Polar Bear 
Viewing Services in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and Other Commercial Visitor Services 
in Alaska Conservation System Units paused commercial polar bear viewing activities at Arctic 
Refuge until the Service completed a “polar bear commercialization study” and called on the 
Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks to develop a report to the Deputy Secretary 
on implementation of ANILCA Sections 1307 and 1308 (due March 15).  In response to the 
Order, the Service’s Alaska Region recommends reconvening with the community to discuss 
studies completed prior to the pandemic as part of the development of a draft Polar BEAR 
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IV.  DISCUSSION 
 
To strengthen our relationships in Kaktovik, the Service must closely track and manage each of 
these issues as part of a broader package and commit to open and honest communication and 
healing with Kaktovik.  Many issues affecting Kaktovik garner significant outside attention, and 
decisions about oil and gas development, overland access through Arctic Refuge, and polar bears 
are likely to be litigated, which could further complicate the goal of open communication. 
Improving our relationships in Kaktovik will take significant time and effort, but the Alaska 
Region is committed to that investment.   
 
V.  STATUS UPDATE 
 

• March 28, 2022:   
o Kaktovik Community Coordination:  The Alaska Region is communicating with 

Kaktovik leadership to establish a liaison position that will facilitate improved 
communications between the Service and the community.   

o ORV Use for Subsistence Purposes on the Arctic Refuge:  Communities and 
Tribal entities were sent the final report March 18, 2022, and were invited to 
engage in government-to-government consultation, and afforded continued 
opportunity to provide additional documentation missing from the report by June 
1, 2022.  The Refuge Manager will complete a final determination of traditional 
ORV use for subsistence purposes by the summer of 2022.   

o ROW:   Evaluate existing access as being adequate and feasible and prepare 
NEPA scoping to evaluate issuance of an 1110(b) ROW permit. 

o Polar Bear Viewing:  Arctic Refuge is not currently authorizing bear 
viewing activities per S.O. 3392, and out of respect for Kaktovik’s COVID-19 
declaration prohibiting nonresident travel.  Kaktovik leadership has recently 
requested updates on the status of and response to S.O. 3392. 

o Arctic Refuge Oil and Gas SEIS:  The SEIS process is ramping up to stay on 
schedule for a signed ROD by August 2023.  The Service’s Interdisciplinary 
Team plans to meet March 30 and 31 to discuss alternatives, including those from 
the EIS and other alternatives that could provide a more “reasonable range” of 
alternatives in the SEIS.   

• April 4, 2022:  
o ROW:  Given that Kaktovik has been determined an inholding for the purposes of 

ANILCA 1110(b), Refuges will be moving forward with the NEPA process. We 
are now preparing to communicate next steps with Kaktovik, with the first step 
being development of a Notice of Intent. 

o Arctic Refuge Oil and Gas SEIS: The FWS IDT met on March 30 and 31 to begin 
strategizing on resource considerations that can be built into the Stipulations and 
Required Operating Procedures for the SEIS. In addition, we spent time exploring 
and discussing Scoping comments related to key resource areas. On April 8, the 
Joint Lead Project Managers are meeting with NARF and other Tribal 
representative to begin discussions on how we will approach the inclusion of 
Indigenous and Tribal Ecological Knowledge. 

• April 11, 2022:  
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• September 27, 2022: Assistant Regional Director-Refuges and Mike Routhier from the 
Alaska Solicitor’s office met via teleconference with Kaktovik representatives on 
September 22 to discuss pending NEPA work and related issues. During the call, 
Kaktovik representatives confirmed their intention to apply for a Refuge Special Use 
Permit for transportation of building supplies this winter along the previously authorized, 
shore-fast sea ice route. They also expressed interest in providing additional polar bear 
mitigation information related to their Right of Way Application, if that information 
could affect the pending NEPA evaluation.   

• October 3, 2022: No new update. 
• October 11, 2022:  

o ROW: The Service is preparing documents to engage with the new Departmental 
Clearance Process for Environmental Impact Statements. 

o Arctic SEIS: The Project Management Team is continuing to refine the 
Stipulations and Required Operating Procedures this week and will send to the 
EMPSi contractor this Friday to begin the development of alternatives and maps. 
The Team is also hosting a G2G consultation with the Gwich’in Tribes (and 
associated NARF consultants) on October 18 in Anchorage. Then Team is also 
hosting a Cooperating Agency meeting on October 19.  

• October 18, 2022:  
o ORV Use for Subsistence Purposes on the Arctic Refuge:  The DRAFT 

Determination of Traditional ORV Use to Access Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 
for Subsistence Purposes by Federally Qualified Subsistence Users has been 
submitted to regional solicitors for review.  

o ROW: After further internal consultation regarding the appropriate NEPA starting 
point, and considering the other projects currently underway and the strong 
desires of Kaktovik, the Service has determined that preparing an EA will best 
meet everyone’s needs at this time. The Regional Director and Assistant Regional 
Director-Refuges met via teleconference with Kaktovik leadership and counsel on 
October 13 to discuss that decision and next steps. Kaktovik representatives were 
thankful and confirmed their understanding that an EA may lengthen the overall 
NEPA process if the result of the EA is not a FONSI. The immediate next steps 
are to determine what type and amount of public involvement in the EA is 
appropriate and to develop a reformulated timeline. 

o Arctic Refuge SEIS: The Team is hosting a G2G consultation with the Gwich’in 
Tribes (and associated NARF consultants) on October 18 in Anchorage and is 
hosting a Cooperating Agency meeting on October 19. 

• October 25, 2022: 
o Arctic Refuge SEIS: The Project Management Team held ta G2G consultation 

with the Gwich’in Tribes (and associated NARF consultants) on October 18th in 
Anchorage and discussed a variety of topics, including a Gwich’in proposal for a 
new alternative that addresses protections for caribou calving and for climate 
change related changes to permafrost (ice-rich soils). The discussion went well 
and one representative said this was the “most meaningful consultation they have 
engaged in to date.” The team also hosted a Cooperating Agency meeting on 
October 19th with pre-existing Cooperators (State of Alaska and the Gwich’in 
Tribal representatives from Arctic Village and Venetie and new Cooperators 
(Native Village of Kaktovik (NVK), EPA, and the Inupiat Council of the Arctic 
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Slope (ICAS)). That meeting focused on bringing everyone up to speed and 
shared our updated Purpose and Need statement, our tentative schedule, and 
discussed how we are working towards a new alternative and associated 
Stipulations and Required Operating Procedures. The Project Management 
Team—including Regional Director, Sara Boario and BLM State Director Steve 
Cohn—is meeting in Kaktovik with the Native Village of Kaktovik on October 
26th for a G2G consultation and on October 27th for an ANCSA consultation with 
the Kaktovik Inupiat Corporation. 

• November 1, 2022: No new update. 
• November 7, 2022:  

o ROW: Regional Director and Assistant Regional Director-Refuges met via 
teleconference with Kaktovik leadership on 11/8/22 and shared the two necessary 
public process steps -- on the front end with publication of revised timeline and 
later with the potential publication of an EA/FONSI --  in the NEPA process for 
the ROW. 

o Polar Bear Viewing: Regional Director and Assistant Regional Director-Refuges 
shared all reports and studies developed to-date on polar bear viewing and jointly 
agreed with Kaktovik leadership to re-group on next steps with this issue in 
January 2023. 

• November 14, 2022:  No new update.  
• November 21, 2022: The next meeting with Kaktovik leadership is scheduled for 

Thursday, December 1.  
• November 28, 2022: No new updates. 
• December 5, 2022: No new updates. 
• December 12, 2022: One Wednesday, December 7, Kaktovik leaders submitted a minor 

amendment to their ROW application in the form of an email clarifying the intended uses 
of the ROW. Regional Director and Assistant Regional Director-Refuges met via 
teleconference with Kaktovik leadership later the same day to discuss the amendment and 
next steps for publishing a revised timeline for preparation of an EA in the Federal 
Register. Alaska Refuges staff are working to finalize content for the Federal Register 
notice by December 15. 

• December 19, 2022: On December 14, Arctic NWR staff hosted a cross-program FWS 
coordination meeting to share information about the variety of projects and issues with 
the potential to impact Kaktovik. About 25 individuals participated and discussed 
opportunities to further build community relationships, streamline work and minimize 
meeting demands on Kaktovik leaders. In addition, on December 15, the Alaska Region 
submitted a DTS package for a Federal Register Notice titled: Notice of Time Extension 
and Intent to Prepare a Draft Environmental Assessment for a Right-of-Way Application 
on Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.   

• January 10, 2023: No new update. 
• January 17, 2023: No new update.  
• January 24, 2023:   

o Arctic Refuge SEIS:  The Project Management Team is finalizing details for an 
upcoming Indigenous Traditional Ecological Knowledge (ITEK) and Science 
Integration Workshop tentatively scheduled for February 27th through March 4 at 
the Morris Thompson Center in Fairbanks. The workshop is designed to create a 
shared learning opportunity and safe space for cross cultural and interdisciplinary 
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discussions on key resource topics putting ITEK on equal footing with Western 
science throughout the SEIS. The workshop will be co-facilitated and led by 
BLM/FWS staff and tribal representatives. Invitees include key agency staff and 
members (and their invited guests/contractors) of the Native Village of Kaktovik, 
the Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope, Native Village of Venetie Tribal 
Government, Venetie Village Council, and Arctic Village Council. 

• February 1, 2023: No new updates. 
• February 8, 2023:   

o ROW: The Federal Register Notice regarding this ROW application and EA is 
slated to publish today, February 8.  Alaska Region staff implemented the 
communication plan this week. The FR notice will include a link to a public 
website where the ROW application and supporting materials, as well as future 
planning documents, will be available.  

• February 15, 2023:  
o Arctic Refuge SEIS: Regional Director Sara Boario will be joining virtually while 

the Project Management Team will be traveling to Kaktovik February 12-14 for a 
Government-to-Government consultation with the Native Village of Kaktovik as 
well as an ANCSA consultation with the Kaktovik Inupiat Corporation. The ITEK 
Workshop is confirmed for February 27-March 4, and the team is finalizing 
details for this first-of-its-kind effort. Confirmed attendees include highly 
respected elders and knowledge holders from Arctic Village, Venetie, and 
Fairbanks. 

• March 1, 2023:  
o ROW: A project initiation letter is in the Alaska Regional surname process to 

formalize the interdisciplinary team for writing the Environmental Assessment for 
the Right of Way request from Kaktovik Inupiat Corporation (KIC). The goal is to 
release the letter later this week.  

o Arctic Refuge SEIS: 1) On February 13th, members of the Project Management Team 
held a hybrid (in-person/phone) Government-to-Government consultation with the Native 
Village of Kaktovik. In attendance were also members of the Kaktovik Inupiat 
Corporation. The G2G session included a discussion on NVK’s recommendations on the 
Final EIS Stipulations and Required Operating Procedures. Additionally, NVK raised 
questions about how Indigenous Knowledge was being considered in the SEIS, and 
raised significant concerns about an ITEK workshop intended to bring all Tribes and 
knowledge-holders together to discuss perspectives on resource topics covered in the 
SEIS. FWS and BLM decided to pause the workshop to address these concerns.  2)  The 
updated range of alternatives has been developed and approved, and project contractors 
will begin to update and expand the affected environment and environmental 
consequences sections for the SEIS. 

• March 8, 2023:  
o ROW: The letter approving the interdisciplinary team has been signed by the RD 

and will be released. 
 
Prepared by:  Brian Glaspell, Refuge Chief, Alaska Region 
 ☐ FYI     or     ☐ Requested by: [name]  
 ☒ Prepared for a meeting: Weekly Alaska Policy Meeting 
Does this involve, directly or tangentially, any Director’s Office recusals? ☐ Yes  ☐ No 
If yes, please identify:  
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FWS INFORMATION MEMORANDUM 

 

UPDATE: March 15, 2023 
 
TO:  Martha Williams, Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
 
FROM: Sara Boario, Alaska Regional Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
 
SUBJECT: BP036667 Arctic Refuge Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement 
 
I. KEY FACTS 
 
Section 20001 of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (Tax Act) directed the Secretary of the Interior, 
acting through the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), to establish and administer a 
competitive oil and gas leasing program for the leasing, development, production, and 
transportation of oil and gas in and from the Coastal Plain of the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge (Refuge).  During the previous administration, BLM developed an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) – published in September 2019 – and ROD – signed in August of 2020 – for a 
new Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Leasing Program, with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(Service) serving as a cooperator and regulator through that process.  In January 2021, BLM held 
the first of two required lease sales, with nine leases purchased. 
 
Based on direction from the new Administration in Executive Order 13990 and Secretarial Order 
(S.O.) 3401, the BLM is preparing a Supplemental EIS for the Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Leasing 
Program.  The Service is working with BLM to define our role in this new process. 
  
II. BACKGROUND AND FWS POSITION 
 
The Arctic Refuge was established in 1980 by the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation 
Act.  In 1988, the Arctic Refuge’s initial Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP) recognized 
the coastal plain (1002 area) as critical habitat for numerous subsistence and internationally 
significant species including polar bear, the Porcupine caribou herd, and over 100 bird and 
waterfowl species.  The updated CCP issued in 2015 recommended an additional 12 million 
acres as wilderness, including the entire coastal plain and four rivers as National Wild and Scenic 
Rivers.  The Tax Act, Public Law I15-97, was signed into law on December 22, 2017, and 
directs the Secretary of the Interior, through BLM, to establish and administer a competitive oil 
and gas program in the 1002 area.  The oil and gas program will be managed similarly to BLM’s 
program in the National Petroleum Reserve–Alaska.  A maximum of 2,000 surface acres may be 
authorized.  The Tax Act requires two oil and gas lease sales within 10 years of enactment.  All 
revenue receipts shall be split evenly between the State of Alaska and the U.S. Treasury.  
 
The Service served as a cooperator in BLM’s development of their 2019 EIS for the new oil and 
gas leasing program in the 1002 Coastal Plain, representing our responsibilities under the Alaska 
National Interest Lands Conservation Act of 1980, as amended (ANILCA); National Wildlife 
Refuge Administration Act (1966); National Wildlife Refuge System Improvement Act (1997); 
Endangered Species Act (ESA), Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA), and Migratory Bird 
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report will be completed in the next several weeks following analysis. The scoping period 
generated approximately 104,000 comments, the majority of which are form letters from 
conservation NGOs. The contractor estimated that there are potentially 4,800 comments 
with unique content. The Service and BLM continue to work on the MOU. 

• October 18, 2021: No new update. 
• October 25, 2021: Bobbie Jo Skibo started on 10/12/21 as the new 1002 Coastal Plain 

Coordinator and met with the BLM lead planner on Friday, October 22 to begin her 
liaison role between BLM and the Service for the development of the SEIS. As joint lead 
agencies in this process we will continue to meet during a weekly standing call to review 
and finalize the MOU as well as identify next steps and key details related to the process. 

• November 1, 2021:  No new update. 
• November 8, 2021:  A call was hosted between BLM and FWS leadership to finalize the 

draft MOU highlighting consensus development and joint lead roles.  Final review and 
signatures are expected soon. 

• November 15, 2021: The MOU was finalized and signed by both BLM and FWS. The 
MOU outlines our intent for consensus decisions as Joint Lead Agencies and integrates 
the FWS Coastal Plain Coordinator as an equal Project Lead. A final scoping report was 
completed by the project contractor that summarizes substantive comments received 
through the scoping period. BLM is finalizing a performance work statement for the post-
scoping phase. 

• November 22, 2021:  We received the final public scoping report today (not yet 508 
compliant). Due to the holiday on 11/25, we plan to publish the final 508 compliant 
version of the Scoping Report along with the public comments and scoping meeting 
transcripts to the BLM's NEPA Register (a.k.a. ePlanning) on 11/29. We anticipate the 
new contractor that will assist for the duration of the process will be selected in 
December, and we will resume the next steps of the process in mid-January.  

• November 29, 2021: No new update. 
• December 6, 2021: The final SEIS scoping Report has been published on BLM’s e-

Planning website, where it is accessible to the public. Two cooperating agency MOU’s 
are circulating for signature; one is with the Alaska Department of Natural Resources, 
and the other is with three Tribal entities (i.e., Native Village of Venetie Tribal 
Government, Venetie Village Council, and Arctic Village Council). The interagency-
interdisciplinary team plans to meet on January 19th and 20th to kick off the next steps of 
the SEIS process. 

• December 13, 2021:  No new update. 
• December 20, 2021: No new update. 
• December 27, 2021: The BLM and USFWS, as co-lead agencies on the SEIS, are hosting 

a learning and listening session to kick off the Coastal Plain SEIS effort on January 19 
and 20, 2022. The purpose of the meeting is to establish roles and responsibilities, set 
expectations for the SEIS process, and share expertise about issues on the Coastal Plain 
from different perspectives.  Attendees will include cooperating agency representatives, 
as well as BLM, USFWS, and contractor ID Team members and associated staff. EMPSi 
Environmental Management and Planning Solutions, Inc. was awarded the contract to 
manage the remainder of the SEIS process.  

• January 3, 2022: No new update. 
• January 10, 2022: No new update. 



DELIBERATIVE-DRAFT-DO NOT DISCLOSE  
 

Version 2020.1 

• January 18, 2022:  The Joint Lead Agencies (FWS and BLM) are hosting their SEIS 
kickoff meetings on January 19th  and 20th.  The first day features only DOI agency 
(BLM, FWS, SOL) staff.  The second day features Cooperating Agencies, including the 
State of Alaska and the Native American Rights Foundation (representing the Native 
Village of Venetie Tribal Government, Venetie Village Council, and Arctic Village 
Council).    

• January 24, 2022:  Last week, the Service and BLM—as Joint Lead Agencies—hosted 2 
successful and well attended kickoff meetings for the SEIS, which set the right tone for 
this process—one of consensus and collaboration. Day 1 was a shared learning 
opportunity and a meet-and-greet for the BLM-FWS Joint Leadership and 
Interdisciplinary Team. Day 2 was designed primarily for the Cooperating Agency 
representatives to introduce themselves and to get to know the Joint Lead Agencies. The 
next major step in this process will be the alternatives development workshop, which we 
plan to hold in the spring, involve BLM, FWS, and Cooperating Agencies.  

• January 31, 2022: The Joint Lead Agency Project Managers are following up on tasks 
and questions that came up during the kick-off sessions including finalizing the State of 
Alaska Cooperating Agency MOU and developing Non-Disclosure Agreements for all 
participating cooperators and contractors. 

• February 7, 2022: No new update. 
• February 14, 2022: No new update. 
• February 22, 2022: No new update. 
• February 28, 2022: No new update. 
• March 8, 2022: The Cooperating Agency MOU with the State of Alaska was finalized 

this week and signed. The Joint Lead Project Managers have been meeting with staff on a 
variety of topics including transboundary interests and engagement with Canada; 
inclusion of Indigenous and Traditional Ecological Knowledge (ITEK) into the process; 
and the legal deficiencies noted in SO 3401. The Joint Lead Project Managers are also 
working on a joint memo that outlines the many interpretations of the Tax Act and 
associated aspects of the EIS to ensure BLM and FWS are on the same page as we move 
forward into the Alternatives Development Workshop scheduled for late April. 

• March 14, 2022: The SEIS process is ramping up to stay on schedule for a signed ROD 
by August 2023.  The FWS Interdisciplinary Team (IDT) plans to meet March 30 and 31 
to discuss alternatives, including those from the EIS and other alternatives that could 
provide a more “reasonable range” of alternatives in the SEIS.  We hope to meet with 
NARF and Tribal representatives in early April to start discussions on how best to 
integrate ITEK into the SEIS process. We also recently met with DOI International 
Affairs staff to seek support and guidance on how best to interface with Canada.  

• March 21, 2022:  No new update. 
• March 28, 2022: No new update. 
• April 4, 2022: The FWS IDT met on March 30 and 31 to begin strategizing on resource 

considerations that can be built into the Stipulations and Required Operating Procedures 
for the SEIS. In addition, we spent time exploring and discussing Scoping comments 
related to key resource areas. On April 8, the Joint Lead Project Managers are meeting 
with NARF and other Tribal representative to begin discussions on how we will approach 
the inclusion of Indigenous and Tribal Ecological Knowledge (ITEK). 

• April 11, 2022: No new update. 
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• April 18, 2022: The Joint Lead Project Managers had a very successful meeting with 
tribal representatives of Arctic Village and Venetie on April 8. The team agreed to 
continue meeting every two weeks to ensure forward momentum on identifying ways to 
integrate ITEK into the SEIS. The tribal representatives invited the Project Managers to 
their villages to meet with Elders and their people to “begin healing from the past”. They 
requested that we visit prior to any public comment period begins and to come prior to 
“pulling out the maps”. That trip is tentatively scheduled for June. The Alternatives 
Development Workshop is being held on April 25th-27th and will include the Joint Lead 
and Cooperating Agencies. This will begin the more involved part of the SEIS process. 

• April 25, 2022:  This week, BLM and FWS are hosting the Alternatives Development 
Workshop.   

• May 2, 2022:  Last week, approximately 70 participants (25 in-person and 45 on Zoom) 
from the Joint Lead Agencies and Cooperating Agencies—including the State, Venetie 
Tribal Council, and Arctic Refuge Tribal Council—met to begin SEIS alternatives 
development.  This workshop primarily focused on the Stipulations (Stips) and Required 
Operating Procedures (ROPs) for each alternative.  After this meeting, at least seven 
topics were identified for further discussion—including air; climate change; caribou; 
water resources and fish; permafrost, snow, and overland travel; polar bears and other 
wildlife; and the integration of Indigenous and Traditional Ecological Knowledge—and 
Resource Groups have been set up with agency representatives who will meet over the 
coming weeks to look at the Stips and ROPS for their area of expertise.  

• May 9, 2022: No new update. 
• May 16, 2022: Acting Arctic Refuge Manager met with Kaktovik community leaders 

Edward and Matthew Rexford on May 11, during which they shared a brief update and an 
estimated SEIS completion timeline.  During that meeting, the Rexfords raised a specific 
question about the legal deficiencies with the first EIS.  The Joint Lead Project Managers 
are scheduling follow-up Resource Group discussions to further refine the Stips and 
ROPs for SEIS alternatives the weeks of May 16 and May 23. 

• May 23, 2022: The 6 Resource Groups met last week to provide input to the Stipulations 
and Required Operating Procedures. We anticipate having our group work completed by 
May 27 and will work with the Joint Lead Agency IDTs to synthesize the input to date 
into a master document for review and next steps. EPA has also reached out to become a 
Cooperating Agency, and the Cooperating Agency MOU is in EPA’s legal review 
process and should be signed soon.  

• May 31, 2022: No new update. 
• June 6, 2022:  A Government-to-Government (G2G) consultation has been scheduled in 

Arctic Village for June 27, 2022.  Both SEIS co-leads will have representatives present at 
this G2G meeting, including the Regional Directors of the two bureaus.  The MOU with 
EPA has been signed and they are now a full Cooperating Agency in the process.  

• June 14, 2022: No new update. 
• June 21, 2022: No new update. 
• June 27, 2022: BLM and the Service are conducting a Government-to-Government 

consultation in Arctic Village this week.  Sara Boario is representing the Service at the 
consultation. 

• July 5, 2022: The Joint Lead Agencies held a very successful Government-to-
Government consultation last week with representatives of the Arctic Village and Venetie 
Tribal Councils.  They have asked for another consultation in September.  As of this 
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week, the EPA’s MOU for Cooperating Agency status has been signed by all parties.  
The Joint Lead project managers will be finalizing the Stipulations and Required 
Operating Procedures this week so the EMPSi contractors can begin development of 
alternatives. 

• July 11, 2022: No new update. 
• July 18, 2022: No new update. 
• July 26, 2022: No new update. 
• August 1, 2022: A second round of Government-to-Government consultation is being 

planned for September 11-13. One day will be spent in Venetie and one day in Arctic 
Village. The Joint Lead Project Managers are finalizing the ROPs and STIPs and should 
be prepared for alternative development within the next 2 weeks. 

• August 8, 2022: No new update. 
• August 15, 2022: No new update. 
• August 22, 2022: No new update. 
• August 29, 2022: No new update. 
• September 6, 2022: No new update. 
• September 13, 2022: Over the past month, the Project Management Team has been 

working on elements of the SEIS including the Purpose and Need Statement, the 
Reasonably Foreseeable Development scenario and the 2,000-acre interpretation (as 
identified in Secretarial Order 3401) and the Stipulations and Required Operating 
Procedures. We have been holding regularly reoccurring Cooperating Agency meetings 
as well as reoccurring ITEK working group meetings. Current Cooperating Agencies 
include EPA, Native Village of Venetie Tribal Government, the Venetie Village Council, 
the Arctic Village Council, and the State of Alaska. The Inupiat Community of the Arctic 
Slope (ICAS), a regional Alaska Native tribal government, is interested in joining on as a 
cooperating agency; they represent a number of native communities across the North 
Slope. We are working on the MOU this week. The Native Village of Kaktovik has 
expressed interest in becoming more involved in the SEIS. They would like to set up a 
meeting with BLM/USFWS in October. We have received a formal request from the 
Kaktovik Inupiat Corporation for ANCSA consultation. We will be following up on this 
request. The Project Management Team is in Arctic Village for Government-to-
Government consultation September 13th, 2022. 

• September 20, 2022: The Project Management Team attended the Government-to-
Government consultation on September 13 in Arctic Village. It was well attended by 
tribal members of the community and staff are now following up on next steps. 

• September 27, 2022: Last week, the BLM and FWS Project Management Team met with 
FWS and BLM Alaska communications staff to develop a plan for coordinating 
regionally on proactive and reactive communication needs.  (Note: Any external 
communications will be closely coordinated with FWS and BLM HQ and the 
Department.) 

• October 3, 2022: No new update. 
• October 11, 2022: The Project Management Team is continuing to refine the Stipulations 

and Required Operating Procedures this week and will send to the EMPSi contractor this 
Friday to begin the development of alternatives and maps. The Team is also hosting a 
G2G consultation with the Gwich’in Tribes (and associated NARF consultants) on 
October 18th in Anchorage. Then Team is also hosting a Cooperating Agency meeting on 
October 19th.  
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space for cross cultural and interdisciplinary discussions on key resource topics putting 
ITEK on equal footing with Western science throughout the SEIS. The workshop will be 
co-managed and led by BLM/FWS staff and tribal representatives. Invitees include key 
agency staff and members (and their invited guests/contractors) of the Native Village of 
Kaktovik, the Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope, Native Village of Venetie Tribal 
Government, Venetie Village Council, and Arctic Village Council. 

• February 1, 2023: No new update. 
• February 8, 2023: No new update. 
• February 15, 2023:  Regional Director Sara Boario will be joining virtually while the 

Project Management Team will be traveling to Kaktovik February 12-14 for a 
Government-to-Government consultation with the Native Village of Kaktovik as well as 
an ANCSA consultation with the Kaktovik Inupiat Corporation. The ITEK Workshop is 
confirmed for February 27-March 4, and the team is finalizing details for this first-of-its-
kind effort. Confirmed attendees include highly respected elders and knowledge holders 
from Arctic Village, Venetie, and Fairbanks. 

• March 8, 2023: No new update. 
• March 15, 2023: Over the past week, the Joint Lead Project Management Team began working 

with the contractor and sub-contractors on the development of Chapter 3 and associated analysis 
for the SEIS. Over the course of three days, the team participated in 21 meetings with each of the 
Joint Lead Agency/Contractor resource teams to ensure alignment and coordination of the 
supplemental information and approach. The team anticipates that we will be on schedule for the 
Preliminary Draft sometime in early April. The project is now in high gear and will begin to meet 
many key milestones leading to a public draft in late June. 
 

 
VI.  TIMELINE AND NEXT STEPS 
 
Table 1 below. 

 
Prepared by: Brian Glaspell, Refuge Chief, Alaska Region 
 ☐ FYI     or     ☐ Requested by: [name]  
 ☒ Prepared for a meeting: Weekly Alaska Policy Meeting 
Does this involve, directly or tangentially, any Director’s Office recusals? ☐ Yes  ☐ No 
If yes, please identify:  
 

Table 1. Schedule for Arctic Refuge Supplemental EIS  

Start End # of 
Days Description 

August 4, 
2021 

August 4, 
2021 NA BLM’s Notice of Intent for Supplemental EIS publishes in 

Federal Register. 

August 12, 
2021 

August 12, 
2021 NA Date of meeting between USFWS and BLM National and 

Regional leadership regarding preparation of SEIS. 
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August 23, 
2021 

August 23, 
2021 NA FWS and BLM Regional Leadership meet regarding 

preparation of SEIS 

August 30, 
2021 

August 30, 
2021 NA FWS and BLM Regional Leadership met to continue 

conversations on SEIS coordination. 

September 
13, 2021 

September 
13, 2021 

NA FWS Regional Director and BLM Alaska State Director 
and ARDs will meet to discuss FWS co-lead role in SEIS 

September 
14, 2021 

September 
16, 2021 

 
3 

BLM has scheduled 6 virtual public meetings to assist in 
the preparation of the SEIS.  Participants under 
consideration. 

October 5, 
2021 

October 5, 
2021 NA 

BLM, FWS and the State of Alaska will meet with the 
contractor preparing the preliminary summary of written 
and oral scoping comments on the SEIS. 

January 19, 
2022 

January 20, 
2022 2 Joint Leadership and IDT Kick Off  (Day 1), Cooperating 

Agency Kick Off (Day 2) 

April 25, 
2022 

April 27, 
2022 3 Alternatives Development Workshop 

Summer/Fall 
2022 

  Administrative Draft SEIS  

Late 2022   Minimum 45-Day Public Comment Period 

Early 2023   Develop Final SEIS 

Mid 2023 
(August) 

  Record of Decision 
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USFWS INFORMATION MEMORANDUM 

 
UPDATE: March 15, 2023 
 
TO:  Martha Williams, Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
 
FROM: Sara Boario, Alaska Regional Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
 
SUBJECT: BP036667 Summary of Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and Significant 

Kaktovik, Alaska, Issues 
 
I. KEY FACTS 
 
 Alaska is home to 229 federally recognized tribes and 200 Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act 
(ANCSA) Corporations. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (Service) work across the state has 
significant implications for Tribal partners and Indigenous peoples, and we strive to work 
together as shared stewards. The Service's relationship with Kaktovik—located along the 
northern boundary of Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (Refuge)—is among the most sensitive 
and complex within Alaska, due to a difficult history between the U.S. Government and 
Qaaktuġvigmiut (the people of Kaktovik).  Aside from the relatively new issues of polar bear 
viewing, land and water jurisdiction, and commercial permitting, there are deeper challenges 
driven by the fact that land claims were settled without consent of the Qaaktuġvigmiut.  There is 
an ongoing effort between Service staff and Kaktovik's leaders to improve our relationship and 
communications.   
 
The Service’s relationships with Kaktovik are also complicated by the number of Service 
programs involved and the number of entities in Kaktovik with which the Service 
collaborates. Multiple Service Alaska Region programs are engaged in activities that affect 
Kaktovik, with the largest players being the Refuge, which manages lands and waters 
surrounding Kaktovik, and the Marine Mammals Management (MMM) program, which is 
responsible for protecting polar bears under the Marine Mammal Protection Act, the Endangered 
Species Act, and several international agreements.  The Service’s relationships with Kaktovik 
involve three governing bodies and one corporate board representing the people in Kaktovik: 
The Native Village of Kaktovik (NVK), a federally recognized tribal government; the City of 
Kaktovik, a state-chartered municipal government; the less formal but important Indigenous 
traditional Whaling Captains, a body to govern whaling; and the Kaktovik Inupiat Corporation 
(KIC), an ANCSA Corporation.  The North Slope Borough also has a significant role in the 
community in addition to owning the airport land. 
 
The major issues currently impacting the Service’s relationship with Kaktovik are listed below. 
 

• Kaktovik Community Coordination  
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• Off-Road Vehicle (ORV) Use for Subsistence Purposes on the Arctic Refuge 
(“traditional access”)  

• Arctic Refuge Right-of-Way (ROW) for Kaktovik, Alaska 
• Local Participation in Polar Bear Viewing in the Arctic Refuge 
• Arctic Refuge Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Program Supplemental Environmental Impact 

Statement (SEIS) 
 
II. BACKGROUND AND FWS POSITION 
 
Kaktovik Community Coordination:  The Service’s Alaska Region seeks open communication 
and collaboration with the people of Kaktovik, including closer relationships and fellowship with 
the NVK, KIC, and City of Kaktovik.  We propose exploring a new framework for relationships 
in cooperation with local leaders.  This could include: a Community Liaison position; 
development of a Kaktovik Community Collaborative, an advisory group that serves as a forum 
to regularly convene local, state, and federal partners to maintain lines of communication and 
proactively address issues; a truth and healing effort; a cultural training program for employees 
working with Kaktovik; and additional paths forward to improve our relationship. 
 
ORV Use for Subsistence Purposes on the Arctic Refuge:  The Service has been working on a 
traditional access study for Arctic Refuge, following up on direction in the 2015 Refuge CCP 
and a subsequent Director’s Memo (073990) and accompanying Solicitor’s Opinion.  Kaktovik 
residents and leaders have expressed a desire to use ORVs in Arctic Refuge for subsistence use 
and have implied that certain, not yet verified despite Service requests, means of ORV use were 
employed by local residents prior to the passage of the Alaska National Interest Lands 
Conservation Act (ANILCA) in 1980.  The traditional access study was completed by a 
contractor and shared with affected communities in March of 2022.  Missing information could 
affect the access determination for the Kaktovik area.  
 
Arctic Refuge Road ROW for Kaktovik, Alaska:  In August 2021, KIC submitted a ROW 
application asking for a 20-year, with option for renewal, overland snow route to move materials 
for a permanent school, community vehicles, fuel, and “other consumables.”  The Service 
determined that the application was complete and will soon be preparing a NEPA analysis of the 
ROW and alternatives. Polar bears and administration of the ESA and MMPA will be a 
significant issue to address. 
 
Local Participation in Polar Bear Viewing in the Arctic Refuge:  The number of tourists visiting 
Kaktovik, Alaska, for polar bear viewing has increased significantly in the last decade, posing 
challenges for residents.  To address this, in 2010 the Service began authorizing commercial 
boat-based viewing on Kaktovik waters, which are the jurisdiction of Arctic Refuge.  In January 
of 2021, issuance of Secretarial Order No. 3392, Local Participation in Commercial Polar Bear 
Viewing Services in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and Other Commercial Visitor Services 
in Alaska Conservation System Units paused commercial polar bear viewing activities at Arctic 
Refuge until the Service completed a “polar bear commercialization study” and called on the 
Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks to develop a report to the Deputy Secretary 
on implementation of ANILCA Sections 1307 and 1308 (due March 15).  In response to the 
Order, the Service’s Alaska Region recommends reconvening with the community to discuss 
studies completed prior to the pandemic as part of the development of a draft Polar BEAR 



DELIBERATIVE-DRAFT-DO NOT DISCLOSE  
 

Version 2020.1 

Viewing Management Strategy. These studies and the draft Management Study meet the intent 
of many elements of the Order. 
 
Arctic Refuge Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Program SEIS:  Section 20001 of the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act (Tax Act) directed the Secretary of the Interior, acting through the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM), to establish and administer a competitive oil and gas leasing program for 
the leasing, development, exploration, production, and transportation of oil and gas from the 
Coastal Plain of the Arctic Refuge.  During the previous administration, BLM developed an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) – published in September 2019 – and ROD – signed in 
August of 2020 – for a new Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Leasing Program, with the Service serving 
as a cooperator in that process.  In January 2021, BLM held the first of two required lease sales, 
with nine leases purchased.  Based on direction from the new Administration in Executive Order 
13990 and Secretarial Order (S.O.) 3401, the BLM and Service, as joint leads, are currently 
preparing a SEIS for the Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Leasing Program. 
 
III.  POSITION OF AFFECTED STAKEHOLDERS/PUBLIC LANDS AFFECTED 
 
Local Community Perspectives:  The Native Village of Kaktovik and the Kaktovik Inupiat 
Corporation have expressed frustration that their perspectives on self-determination and 
environmental justice have not been sufficiently heard, and they strongly desire additional 
coordination between the Service and the community.   

• ORVs: They would prefer the Refuge to allow ORVs for subsistence use and have 
communicated that certain means of ORV use were employed by local residents prior to 
ANILCA.   

• ROW: With their ROW application and supporting statements, Kaktovik residents have 
been clear about their desire for improved access to their community.   

• Polar bear viewing: They have also expressed interest in having primary management 
responsibility for polar bear viewing on Refuge waters surrounding the community, along 
with any permit administration responsibilities.  However, local resident polar bear 
guides want the strategy, and its accompanying planning process, to help determine a 
sustainable visitation level, since even a modest viewing industry (about 600-700 visitors 
in a “typical” year) brings significant income to the community. 

• Oil and gas development: Opinions vary in Kaktovik, but through their current 
leadership, residents have expressed support for oil and gas development on the Arctic 
Refuge coastal plain. The Gwich’in people, who utilize Arctic Refuge for subsistence and 
other purposes, and many conservation nongovernmental organizations, oppose oil and 
gas development in the 1002 area.  

 
The Alaska Congressional Delegation:  The Delegation generally supports Kaktovik leaders in 
their desires for ORV use on the Refuge, changes to the polar bear viewing program, oil and gas 
production in Arctic Refuge, and the development of a ROW for Kaktovik. 
 
Environmental Groups:  While many environmental groups advocate for Indigenous rights and 
improved relationships with Indigenous Peoples, they likely diverge from the Kaktovik 
community on these issues.  In general, these groups oppose ORV use and expanded access 
across the refuge, and oppose efforts toward oil and gas development. 
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IV.  DISCUSSION 
 
To strengthen our relationships in Kaktovik, the Service must closely track and manage each of 
these issues as part of a broader package and commit to open and honest communication and 
healing with Kaktovik.  Many issues affecting Kaktovik garner significant outside attention, and 
decisions about oil and gas development, overland access through Arctic Refuge, and polar bears 
are likely to be litigated, which could further complicate the goal of open communication. 
Improving our relationships in Kaktovik will take significant time and effort, but the Alaska 
Region is committed to that investment.   
 
V.  STATUS UPDATE 
 

• March 28, 2022:   
o Kaktovik Community Coordination:  The Alaska Region is communicating with 

Kaktovik leadership to establish a liaison position that will facilitate improved 
communications between the Service and the community.   

o ORV Use for Subsistence Purposes on the Arctic Refuge:  Communities and 
Tribal entities were sent the final report March 18, 2022, and were invited to 
engage in government-to-government consultation, and afforded continued 
opportunity to provide additional documentation missing from the report by June 
1, 2022.  The Refuge Manager will complete a final determination of traditional 
ORV use for subsistence purposes by the summer of 2022.   

o ROW:   Evaluate existing access as being adequate and feasible and prepare 
NEPA scoping to evaluate issuance of an 1110(b) ROW permit. 

o Polar Bear Viewing:  Arctic Refuge is not currently authorizing bear 
viewing activities per S.O. 3392, and out of respect for Kaktovik’s COVID-19 
declaration prohibiting nonresident travel.  Kaktovik leadership has recently 
requested updates on the status of and response to S.O. 3392. 

o Arctic Refuge Oil and Gas SEIS:  The SEIS process is ramping up to stay on 
schedule for a signed ROD by August 2023.  The Service’s Interdisciplinary 
Team plans to meet March 30 and 31 to discuss alternatives, including those from 
the EIS and other alternatives that could provide a more “reasonable range” of 
alternatives in the SEIS.   

• April 4, 2022:  
o ROW:  Given that Kaktovik has been determined an inholding for the purposes of 

ANILCA 1110(b), Refuges will be moving forward with the NEPA process. We 
are now preparing to communicate next steps with Kaktovik, with the first step 
being development of a Notice of Intent. 

o Arctic Refuge Oil and Gas SEIS: The FWS IDT met on March 30 and 31 to begin 
strategizing on resource considerations that can be built into the Stipulations and 
Required Operating Procedures for the SEIS. In addition, we spent time exploring 
and discussing Scoping comments related to key resource areas. On April 8, the 
Joint Lead Project Managers are meeting with NARF and other Tribal 
representative to begin discussions on how we will approach the inclusion of 
Indigenous and Tribal Ecological Knowledge. 

• April 11, 2022:  
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• September 27, 2022: Assistant Regional Director-Refuges and Mike Routhier from the 
Alaska Solicitor’s office met via teleconference with Kaktovik representatives on 
September 22 to discuss pending NEPA work and related issues. During the call, 
Kaktovik representatives confirmed their intention to apply for a Refuge Special Use 
Permit for transportation of building supplies this winter along the previously authorized, 
shore-fast sea ice route. They also expressed interest in providing additional polar bear 
mitigation information related to their Right of Way Application, if that information 
could affect the pending NEPA evaluation.   

• October 3, 2022: No new update. 
• October 11, 2022:  

o ROW: The Service is preparing documents to engage with the new Departmental 
Clearance Process for Environmental Impact Statements. 

o Arctic SEIS: The Project Management Team is continuing to refine the 
Stipulations and Required Operating Procedures this week and will send to the 
EMPSi contractor this Friday to begin the development of alternatives and maps. 
The Team is also hosting a G2G consultation with the Gwich’in Tribes (and 
associated NARF consultants) on October 18 in Anchorage. Then Team is also 
hosting a Cooperating Agency meeting on October 19.  

• October 18, 2022:  
o ORV Use for Subsistence Purposes on the Arctic Refuge:  The DRAFT 

Determination of Traditional ORV Use to Access Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 
for Subsistence Purposes by Federally Qualified Subsistence Users has been 
submitted to regional solicitors for review.  

o ROW: After further internal consultation regarding the appropriate NEPA starting 
point, and considering the other projects currently underway and the strong 
desires of Kaktovik, the Service has determined that preparing an EA will best 
meet everyone’s needs at this time. The Regional Director and Assistant Regional 
Director-Refuges met via teleconference with Kaktovik leadership and counsel on 
October 13 to discuss that decision and next steps. Kaktovik representatives were 
thankful and confirmed their understanding that an EA may lengthen the overall 
NEPA process if the result of the EA is not a FONSI. The immediate next steps 
are to determine what type and amount of public involvement in the EA is 
appropriate and to develop a reformulated timeline. 

o Arctic Refuge SEIS: The Team is hosting a G2G consultation with the Gwich’in 
Tribes (and associated NARF consultants) on October 18 in Anchorage and is 
hosting a Cooperating Agency meeting on October 19. 

• October 25, 2022: 
o Arctic Refuge SEIS: The Project Management Team held ta G2G consultation 

with the Gwich’in Tribes (and associated NARF consultants) on October 18th in 
Anchorage and discussed a variety of topics, including a Gwich’in proposal for a 
new alternative that addresses protections for caribou calving and for climate 
change related changes to permafrost (ice-rich soils). The discussion went well 
and one representative said this was the “most meaningful consultation they have 
engaged in to date.” The team also hosted a Cooperating Agency meeting on 
October 19th with pre-existing Cooperators (State of Alaska and the Gwich’in 
Tribal representatives from Arctic Village and Venetie and new Cooperators 
(Native Village of Kaktovik (NVK), EPA, and the Inupiat Council of the Arctic 
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Slope (ICAS)). That meeting focused on bringing everyone up to speed and 
shared our updated Purpose and Need statement, our tentative schedule, and 
discussed how we are working towards a new alternative and associated 
Stipulations and Required Operating Procedures. The Project Management 
Team—including Regional Director, Sara Boario and BLM State Director Steve 
Cohn—is meeting in Kaktovik with the Native Village of Kaktovik on October 
26th for a G2G consultation and on October 27th for an ANCSA consultation with 
the Kaktovik Inupiat Corporation. 

• November 1, 2022: No new update. 
• November 7, 2022:  

o ROW: Regional Director and Assistant Regional Director-Refuges met via 
teleconference with Kaktovik leadership on 11/8/22 and shared the two necessary 
public process steps -- on the front end with publication of revised timeline and 
later with the potential publication of an EA/FONSI --  in the NEPA process for 
the ROW. 

o Polar Bear Viewing: Regional Director and Assistant Regional Director-Refuges 
shared all reports and studies developed to-date on polar bear viewing and jointly 
agreed with Kaktovik leadership to re-group on next steps with this issue in 
January 2023. 

• November 14, 2022:  No new update.  
• November 21, 2022: The next meeting with Kaktovik leadership is scheduled for 

Thursday, December 1.  
• November 28, 2022: No new updates. 
• December 5, 2022: No new updates. 
• December 12, 2022: One Wednesday, December 7, Kaktovik leaders submitted a minor 

amendment to their ROW application in the form of an email clarifying the intended uses 
of the ROW. Regional Director and Assistant Regional Director-Refuges met via 
teleconference with Kaktovik leadership later the same day to discuss the amendment and 
next steps for publishing a revised timeline for preparation of an EA in the Federal 
Register. Alaska Refuges staff are working to finalize content for the Federal Register 
notice by December 15. 

• December 19, 2022: On December 14, Arctic NWR staff hosted a cross-program FWS 
coordination meeting to share information about the variety of projects and issues with 
the potential to impact Kaktovik. About 25 individuals participated and discussed 
opportunities to further build community relationships, streamline work and minimize 
meeting demands on Kaktovik leaders. In addition, on December 15, the Alaska Region 
submitted a DTS package for a Federal Register Notice titled: Notice of Time Extension 
and Intent to Prepare a Draft Environmental Assessment for a Right-of-Way Application 
on Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.   

• January 10, 2023: No new update. 
• January 17, 2023: No new update.  
• January 24, 2023:   

o Arctic Refuge SEIS:  The Project Management Team is finalizing details for an 
upcoming Indigenous Traditional Ecological Knowledge (ITEK) and Science 
Integration Workshop tentatively scheduled for February 27th through March 4 at 
the Morris Thompson Center in Fairbanks. The workshop is designed to create a 
shared learning opportunity and safe space for cross cultural and interdisciplinary 
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discussions on key resource topics putting ITEK on equal footing with Western 
science throughout the SEIS. The workshop will be co-facilitated and led by 
BLM/FWS staff and tribal representatives. Invitees include key agency staff and 
members (and their invited guests/contractors) of the Native Village of Kaktovik, 
the Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope, Native Village of Venetie Tribal 
Government, Venetie Village Council, and Arctic Village Council. 

• February 1, 2023: No new updates. 
• February 8, 2023:   

o ROW: The Federal Register Notice regarding this ROW application and EA is 
slated to publish today, February 8.  Alaska Region staff implemented the 
communication plan this week. The FR notice will include a link to a public 
website where the ROW application and supporting materials, as well as future 
planning documents, will be available.  

• February 15, 2023:  
o Arctic Refuge SEIS: Regional Director Sara Boario will be joining virtually while 

the Project Management Team will be traveling to Kaktovik February 12-14 for a 
Government-to-Government consultation with the Native Village of Kaktovik as 
well as an ANCSA consultation with the Kaktovik Inupiat Corporation. The ITEK 
Workshop is confirmed for February 27-March 4, and the team is finalizing 
details for this first-of-its-kind effort. Confirmed attendees include highly 
respected elders and knowledge holders from Arctic Village, Venetie, and 
Fairbanks. 

• March 1, 2023:  
o ROW: A project initiation letter is in the Alaska Regional surname process to 

formalize the interdisciplinary team for writing the Environmental Assessment for 
the Right of Way request from Kaktovik Inupiat Corporation (KIC). The goal is to 
release the letter later this week.  

o Arctic Refuge SEIS: 1)  On February 13th, members of the Project Management Team 
held a hybrid (in-person/phone) Government-to-Government consultation with the Native 
Village of Kaktovik. In attendance were also members of the Kaktovik Inupiat 
Corporation. The G2G session included a discussion on NVK’s recommendations on the 
Final EIS Stipulations and Required Operating Procedures. Additionally, NVK raised 
questions about how Indigenous Knowledge was being considered in the SEIS, and 
raised significant concerns about an ITEK workshop intended to bring all Tribes and 
knowledge-holders together to discuss perspectives on resource topics covered in the 
SEIS. FWS and BLM decided to pause the workshop to address these concerns.  2)  The 
updated range of alternatives has been developed and approved, and project contractors 
will begin to update and expand the affected environment and environmental 
consequences sections for the SEIS. 

• March 8, 2023: No new update.   
• March 15, 2023: No new update.  

 
 
Prepared by:  Brian Glaspell, Refuge Chief, Alaska Region 
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FWS INFORMATION MEMORANDUM 

UPDATE: March 15, 2023 

TO: Martha Williams, Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

FROM: Sara Boario, Alaska Regional Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

SUBJECT: BP036667 Arctic Refuge Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement 

I. KEY FACTS

Section 20001 of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (Tax Act) directed the Secretary of the Interior, 
acting through the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), to establish and administer a 
competitive oil and gas leasing program for the leasing, development, production, and 
transportation of oil and gas in and from the Coastal Plain of the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge (Refuge).  During the previous administration, BLM developed an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) – published in September 2019 – and ROD – signed in August of 2020 – for a 
new Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Leasing Program, with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(Service) serving as a cooperator and regulator through that process.  In January 2021, BLM held 
the first of two required lease sales, with nine leases purchased. 

Based on direction from the new Administration in Executive Order 13990 and Secretarial Order 
(S.O.) 3401, the BLM is preparing a Supplemental EIS for the Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Leasing 
Program.  The Service is working with BLM to define our role in this new process. 

II. BACKGROUND AND FWS POSITION

The Arctic Refuge was established in 1980 by the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation 
Act.  In 1988, the Arctic Refuge’s initial Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP) recognized 
the coastal plain (1002 area) as critical habitat for numerous subsistence and internationally 
significant species including polar bear, the Porcupine caribou herd, and over 100 bird and 
waterfowl species.  The updated CCP issued in 2015 recommended an additional 12 million 
acres as wilderness, including the entire coastal plain and four rivers as National Wild and Scenic 
Rivers.  The Tax Act, Public Law I15-97, was signed into law on December 22, 2017, and 
directs the Secretary of the Interior, through BLM, to establish and administer a competitive oil 
and gas program in the 1002 area.  The oil and gas program will be managed similarly to BLM’s 
program in the National Petroleum Reserve–Alaska.  A maximum of 2,000 surface acres may be 
authorized.  The Tax Act requires two oil and gas lease sales within 10 years of enactment.  All 
revenue receipts shall be split evenly between the State of Alaska and the U.S. Treasury. 

The Service served as a cooperator in BLM’s development of their 2019 EIS for the new oil and 
gas leasing program in the 1002 Coastal Plain, representing our responsibilities under the Alaska 
National Interest Lands Conservation Act of 1980, as amended (ANILCA); National Wildlife 
Refuge Administration Act (1966); National Wildlife Refuge System Improvement Act (1997); 
Endangered Species Act (ESA), Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA), and Migratory Bird 
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report will be completed in the next several weeks following analysis. The scoping period 
generated approximately 104,000 comments, the majority of which are form letters from 
conservation NGOs. The contractor estimated that there are potentially 4,800 comments 
with unique content. The Service and BLM continue to work on the MOU. 

• October 18, 2021: No new update. 
• October 25, 2021: Bobbie Jo Skibo started on 10/12/21 as the new 1002 Coastal Plain 

Coordinator and met with the BLM lead planner on Friday, October 22 to begin her 
liaison role between BLM and the Service for the development of the SEIS. As joint lead 
agencies in this process we will continue to meet during a weekly standing call to review 
and finalize the MOU as well as identify next steps and key details related to the process. 

• November 1, 2021:  No new update. 
• November 8, 2021:  A call was hosted between BLM and FWS leadership to finalize the 

draft MOU highlighting consensus development and joint lead roles.  Final review and 
signatures are expected soon. 

• November 15, 2021: The MOU was finalized and signed by both BLM and FWS. The 
MOU outlines our intent for consensus decisions as Joint Lead Agencies and integrates 
the FWS Coastal Plain Coordinator as an equal Project Lead. A final scoping report was 
completed by the project contractor that summarizes substantive comments received 
through the scoping period. BLM is finalizing a performance work statement for the post-
scoping phase. 

• November 22, 2021:  We received the final public scoping report today (not yet 508 
compliant). Due to the holiday on 11/25, we plan to publish the final 508 compliant 
version of the Scoping Report along with the public comments and scoping meeting 
transcripts to the BLM's NEPA Register (a.k.a. ePlanning) on 11/29. We anticipate the 
new contractor that will assist for the duration of the process will be selected in 
December, and we will resume the next steps of the process in mid-January.  

• November 29, 2021: No new update. 
• December 6, 2021: The final SEIS scoping Report has been published on BLM’s e-

Planning website, where it is accessible to the public. Two cooperating agency MOU’s 
are circulating for signature; one is with the Alaska Department of Natural Resources, 
and the other is with three Tribal entities (i.e., Native Village of Venetie Tribal 
Government, Venetie Village Council, and Arctic Village Council). The interagency-
interdisciplinary team plans to meet on January 19th and 20th to kick off the next steps of 
the SEIS process. 

• December 13, 2021:  No new update. 
• December 20, 2021: No new update. 
• December 27, 2021: The BLM and USFWS, as co-lead agencies on the SEIS, are hosting 

a learning and listening session to kick off the Coastal Plain SEIS effort on January 19 
and 20, 2022. The purpose of the meeting is to establish roles and responsibilities, set 
expectations for the SEIS process, and share expertise about issues on the Coastal Plain 
from different perspectives.  Attendees will include cooperating agency representatives, 
as well as BLM, USFWS, and contractor ID Team members and associated staff. EMPSi 
Environmental Management and Planning Solutions, Inc. was awarded the contract to 
manage the remainder of the SEIS process.  

• January 3, 2022: No new update. 
• January 10, 2022: No new update. 
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• January 18, 2022:  The Joint Lead Agencies (FWS and BLM) are hosting their SEIS 
kickoff meetings on January 19th  and 20th.  The first day features only DOI agency 
(BLM, FWS, SOL) staff.  The second day features Cooperating Agencies, including the 
State of Alaska and the Native American Rights Foundation (representing the Native 
Village of Venetie Tribal Government, Venetie Village Council, and Arctic Village 
Council).    

• January 24, 2022:  Last week, the Service and BLM—as Joint Lead Agencies—hosted 2 
successful and well attended kickoff meetings for the SEIS, which set the right tone for 
this process—one of consensus and collaboration. Day 1 was a shared learning 
opportunity and a meet-and-greet for the BLM-FWS Joint Leadership and 
Interdisciplinary Team. Day 2 was designed primarily for the Cooperating Agency 
representatives to introduce themselves and to get to know the Joint Lead Agencies. The 
next major step in this process will be the alternatives development workshop, which we 
plan to hold in the spring, involve BLM, FWS, and Cooperating Agencies.  

• January 31, 2022: The Joint Lead Agency Project Managers are following up on tasks 
and questions that came up during the kick-off sessions including finalizing the State of 
Alaska Cooperating Agency MOU and developing Non-Disclosure Agreements for all 
participating cooperators and contractors. 

• February 7, 2022: No new update. 
• February 14, 2022: No new update. 
• February 22, 2022: No new update. 
• February 28, 2022: No new update. 
• March 8, 2022: The Cooperating Agency MOU with the State of Alaska was finalized 

this week and signed. The Joint Lead Project Managers have been meeting with staff on a 
variety of topics including transboundary interests and engagement with Canada; 
inclusion of Indigenous and Traditional Ecological Knowledge (ITEK) into the process; 
and the legal deficiencies noted in SO 3401. The Joint Lead Project Managers are also 
working on a joint memo that outlines the many interpretations of the Tax Act and 
associated aspects of the EIS to ensure BLM and FWS are on the same page as we move 
forward into the Alternatives Development Workshop scheduled for late April. 

• March 14, 2022: The SEIS process is ramping up to stay on schedule for a signed ROD 
by August 2023.  The FWS Interdisciplinary Team (IDT) plans to meet March 30 and 31 
to discuss alternatives, including those from the EIS and other alternatives that could 
provide a more “reasonable range” of alternatives in the SEIS.  We hope to meet with 
NARF and Tribal representatives in early April to start discussions on how best to 
integrate ITEK into the SEIS process. We also recently met with DOI International 
Affairs staff to seek support and guidance on how best to interface with Canada.  

• March 21, 2022:  No new update. 
• March 28, 2022: No new update. 
• April 4, 2022: The FWS IDT met on March 30 and 31 to begin strategizing on resource 

considerations that can be built into the Stipulations and Required Operating Procedures 
for the SEIS. In addition, we spent time exploring and discussing Scoping comments 
related to key resource areas. On April 8, the Joint Lead Project Managers are meeting 
with NARF and other Tribal representative to begin discussions on how we will approach 
the inclusion of Indigenous and Tribal Ecological Knowledge (ITEK). 

• April 11, 2022: No new update. 
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• April 18, 2022: The Joint Lead Project Managers had a very successful meeting with 
tribal representatives of Arctic Village and Venetie on April 8. The team agreed to 
continue meeting every two weeks to ensure forward momentum on identifying ways to 
integrate ITEK into the SEIS. The tribal representatives invited the Project Managers to 
their villages to meet with Elders and their people to “begin healing from the past”. They 
requested that we visit prior to any public comment period begins and to come prior to 
“pulling out the maps”. That trip is tentatively scheduled for June. The Alternatives 
Development Workshop is being held on April 25th-27th and will include the Joint Lead 
and Cooperating Agencies. This will begin the more involved part of the SEIS process. 

• April 25, 2022:  This week, BLM and FWS are hosting the Alternatives Development 
Workshop.   

• May 2, 2022:  Last week, approximately 70 participants (25 in-person and 45 on Zoom) 
from the Joint Lead Agencies and Cooperating Agencies—including the State, Venetie 
Tribal Council, and Arctic Refuge Tribal Council—met to begin SEIS alternatives 
development.  This workshop primarily focused on the Stipulations (Stips) and Required 
Operating Procedures (ROPs) for each alternative.  After this meeting, at least seven 
topics were identified for further discussion—including air; climate change; caribou; 
water resources and fish; permafrost, snow, and overland travel; polar bears and other 
wildlife; and the integration of Indigenous and Traditional Ecological Knowledge—and 
Resource Groups have been set up with agency representatives who will meet over the 
coming weeks to look at the Stips and ROPS for their area of expertise.  

• May 9, 2022: No new update. 
• May 16, 2022: Acting Arctic Refuge Manager met with Kaktovik community leaders 

Edward and Matthew Rexford on May 11, during which they shared a brief update and an 
estimated SEIS completion timeline.  During that meeting, the Rexfords raised a specific 
question about the legal deficiencies with the first EIS.  The Joint Lead Project Managers 
are scheduling follow-up Resource Group discussions to further refine the Stips and 
ROPs for SEIS alternatives the weeks of May 16 and May 23. 

• May 23, 2022: The 6 Resource Groups met last week to provide input to the Stipulations 
and Required Operating Procedures. We anticipate having our group work completed by 
May 27 and will work with the Joint Lead Agency IDTs to synthesize the input to date 
into a master document for review and next steps. EPA has also reached out to become a 
Cooperating Agency, and the Cooperating Agency MOU is in EPA’s legal review 
process and should be signed soon.  

• May 31, 2022: No new update. 
• June 6, 2022:  A Government-to-Government (G2G) consultation has been scheduled in 

Arctic Village for June 27, 2022.  Both SEIS co-leads will have representatives present at 
this G2G meeting, including the Regional Directors of the two bureaus.  The MOU with 
EPA has been signed and they are now a full Cooperating Agency in the process.  

• June 14, 2022: No new update. 
• June 21, 2022: No new update. 
• June 27, 2022: BLM and the Service are conducting a Government-to-Government 

consultation in Arctic Village this week.  Sara Boario is representing the Service at the 
consultation. 

• July 5, 2022: The Joint Lead Agencies held a very successful Government-to-
Government consultation last week with representatives of the Arctic Village and Venetie 
Tribal Councils.  They have asked for another consultation in September.  As of this 
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week, the EPA’s MOU for Cooperating Agency status has been signed by all parties.  
The Joint Lead project managers will be finalizing the Stipulations and Required 
Operating Procedures this week so the EMPSi contractors can begin development of 
alternatives. 

• July 11, 2022: No new update. 
• July 18, 2022: No new update. 
• July 26, 2022: No new update. 
• August 1, 2022: A second round of Government-to-Government consultation is being 

planned for September 11-13. One day will be spent in Venetie and one day in Arctic 
Village. The Joint Lead Project Managers are finalizing the ROPs and STIPs and should 
be prepared for alternative development within the next 2 weeks. 

• August 8, 2022: No new update. 
• August 15, 2022: No new update. 
• August 22, 2022: No new update. 
• August 29, 2022: No new update. 
• September 6, 2022: No new update. 
• September 13, 2022: Over the past month, the Project Management Team has been 

working on elements of the SEIS including the Purpose and Need Statement, the 
Reasonably Foreseeable Development scenario and the 2,000-acre interpretation (as 
identified in Secretarial Order 3401) and the Stipulations and Required Operating 
Procedures. We have been holding regularly reoccurring Cooperating Agency meetings 
as well as reoccurring ITEK working group meetings. Current Cooperating Agencies 
include EPA, Native Village of Venetie Tribal Government, the Venetie Village Council, 
the Arctic Village Council, and the State of Alaska. The Inupiat Community of the Arctic 
Slope (ICAS), a regional Alaska Native tribal government, is interested in joining on as a 
cooperating agency; they represent a number of native communities across the North 
Slope. We are working on the MOU this week. The Native Village of Kaktovik has 
expressed interest in becoming more involved in the SEIS. They would like to set up a 
meeting with BLM/USFWS in October. We have received a formal request from the 
Kaktovik Inupiat Corporation for ANCSA consultation. We will be following up on this 
request. The Project Management Team is in Arctic Village for Government-to-
Government consultation September 13th, 2022. 

• September 20, 2022: The Project Management Team attended the Government-to-
Government consultation on September 13 in Arctic Village. It was well attended by 
tribal members of the community and staff are now following up on next steps. 

• September 27, 2022: Last week, the BLM and FWS Project Management Team met with 
FWS and BLM Alaska communications staff to develop a plan for coordinating 
regionally on proactive and reactive communication needs.  (Note: Any external 
communications will be closely coordinated with FWS and BLM HQ and the 
Department.) 

• October 3, 2022: No new update. 
• October 11, 2022: The Project Management Team is continuing to refine the Stipulations 

and Required Operating Procedures this week and will send to the EMPSi contractor this 
Friday to begin the development of alternatives and maps. The Team is also hosting a 
G2G consultation with the Gwich’in Tribes (and associated NARF consultants) on 
October 18th in Anchorage. Then Team is also hosting a Cooperating Agency meeting on 
October 19th.  
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space for cross cultural and interdisciplinary discussions on key resource topics putting 
ITEK on equal footing with Western science throughout the SEIS. The workshop will be 
co-managed and led by BLM/FWS staff and tribal representatives. Invitees include key 
agency staff and members (and their invited guests/contractors) of the Native Village of 
Kaktovik, the Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope, Native Village of Venetie Tribal 
Government, Venetie Village Council, and Arctic Village Council. 

• February 1, 2023: No new update. 
• February 8, 2023: No new update. 
• February 15, 2023:  Regional Director Sara Boario will be joining virtually while the 

Project Management Team will be traveling to Kaktovik February 12-14 for a 
Government-to-Government consultation with the Native Village of Kaktovik as well as 
an ANCSA consultation with the Kaktovik Inupiat Corporation. The ITEK Workshop is 
confirmed for February 27-March 4, and the team is finalizing details for this first-of-its-
kind effort. Confirmed attendees include highly respected elders and knowledge holders 
from Arctic Village, Venetie, and Fairbanks. 

• March 8, 2023: No new update. 
• March 15, 2023: Over the past week, the Joint Lead Project Management Team began working 

with the contractor and sub-contractors on the development of Chapter 3 and associated analysis 
for the SEIS. Over the course of three days, the team participated in 21 meetings with each of the 
Joint Lead Agency/Contractor resource teams to ensure alignment and coordination of the 
supplemental information and approach. The team anticipates that we will be on schedule for the 
Preliminary Draft sometime in early April. The project is now in high gear and will begin to meet 
many key milestones leading to a public draft in late June. 
 

 
VI.  TIMELINE AND NEXT STEPS 
 
Table 1 below. 

 
Prepared by: Brian Glaspell, Refuge Chief, Alaska Region 
 ☐ FYI     or     ☐ Requested by: [name]  
 ☒ Prepared for a meeting: Weekly Alaska Policy Meeting 
Does this involve, directly or tangentially, any Director’s Office recusals? ☐ Yes  ☐ No 
If yes, please identify:  
 

Table 1. Schedule for Arctic Refuge Supplemental EIS  

Start End # of 
Days Description 

August 4, 
2021 

August 4, 
2021 NA BLM’s Notice of Intent for Supplemental EIS publishes in 

Federal Register. 

August 12, 
2021 

August 12, 
2021 NA Date of meeting between USFWS and BLM National and 

Regional leadership regarding preparation of SEIS. 
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August 23, 
2021 

August 23, 
2021 NA FWS and BLM Regional Leadership meet regarding 

preparation of SEIS 

August 30, 
2021 

August 30, 
2021 NA FWS and BLM Regional Leadership met to continue 

conversations on SEIS coordination. 

September 
13, 2021 

September 
13, 2021 

NA FWS Regional Director and BLM Alaska State Director 
and ARDs will meet to discuss FWS co-lead role in SEIS 

September 
14, 2021 

September 
16, 2021 

 
3 

BLM has scheduled 6 virtual public meetings to assist in 
the preparation of the SEIS.  Participants under 
consideration. 

October 5, 
2021 

October 5, 
2021 NA 

BLM, FWS and the State of Alaska will meet with the 
contractor preparing the preliminary summary of written 
and oral scoping comments on the SEIS. 

January 19, 
2022 

January 20, 
2022 2 Joint Leadership and IDT Kick Off  (Day 1), Cooperating 

Agency Kick Off (Day 2) 

April 25, 
2022 

April 27, 
2022 3 Alternatives Development Workshop 

Summer/Fall 
2022 

  Administrative Draft SEIS  

Late 2022   Minimum 45-Day Public Comment Period 

Early 2023   Develop Final SEIS 

Mid 2023 
(August) 

  Record of Decision 
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USFWS INFORMATION MEMORANDUM 

 
UPDATE: March 15, 2023 
 
TO:  Martha Williams, Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
 
FROM: Sara Boario, Alaska Regional Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
 
SUBJECT: BP036667 Summary of Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and Significant 

Kaktovik, Alaska, Issues 
 
I. KEY FACTS 
 
 Alaska is home to 229 federally recognized tribes and 200 Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act 
(ANCSA) Corporations. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (Service) work across the state has 
significant implications for Tribal partners and Indigenous peoples, and we strive to work 
together as shared stewards. The Service's relationship with Kaktovik—located along the 
northern boundary of Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (Refuge)—is among the most sensitive 
and complex within Alaska, due to a difficult history between the U.S. Government and 
Qaaktuġvigmiut (the people of Kaktovik).  Aside from the relatively new issues of polar bear 
viewing, land and water jurisdiction, and commercial permitting, there are deeper challenges 
driven by the fact that land claims were settled without consent of the Qaaktuġvigmiut.  There is 
an ongoing effort between Service staff and Kaktovik's leaders to improve our relationship and 
communications.   
 
The Service’s relationships with Kaktovik are also complicated by the number of Service 
programs involved and the number of entities in Kaktovik with which the Service 
collaborates. Multiple Service Alaska Region programs are engaged in activities that affect 
Kaktovik, with the largest players being the Refuge, which manages lands and waters 
surrounding Kaktovik, and the Marine Mammals Management (MMM) program, which is 
responsible for protecting polar bears under the Marine Mammal Protection Act, the Endangered 
Species Act, and several international agreements.  The Service’s relationships with Kaktovik 
involve three governing bodies and one corporate board representing the people in Kaktovik: 
The Native Village of Kaktovik (NVK), a federally recognized tribal government; the City of 
Kaktovik, a state-chartered municipal government; the less formal but important Indigenous 
traditional Whaling Captains, a body to govern whaling; and the Kaktovik Inupiat Corporation 
(KIC), an ANCSA Corporation.  The North Slope Borough also has a significant role in the 
community in addition to owning the airport land. 
 
The major issues currently impacting the Service’s relationship with Kaktovik are listed below. 
 

• Kaktovik Community Coordination  
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• Off-Road Vehicle (ORV) Use for Subsistence Purposes on the Arctic Refuge 
(“traditional access”)  

• Arctic Refuge Right-of-Way (ROW) for Kaktovik, Alaska 
• Local Participation in Polar Bear Viewing in the Arctic Refuge 
• Arctic Refuge Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Program Supplemental Environmental Impact 

Statement (SEIS) 
 
II. BACKGROUND AND FWS POSITION 
 
Kaktovik Community Coordination:  The Service’s Alaska Region seeks open communication 
and collaboration with the people of Kaktovik, including closer relationships and fellowship with 
the NVK, KIC, and City of Kaktovik.  We propose exploring a new framework for relationships 
in cooperation with local leaders.  This could include: a Community Liaison position; 
development of a Kaktovik Community Collaborative, an advisory group that serves as a forum 
to regularly convene local, state, and federal partners to maintain lines of communication and 
proactively address issues; a truth and healing effort; a cultural training program for employees 
working with Kaktovik; and additional paths forward to improve our relationship. 
 
ORV Use for Subsistence Purposes on the Arctic Refuge:  The Service has been working on a 
traditional access study for Arctic Refuge, following up on direction in the 2015 Refuge CCP 
and a subsequent Director’s Memo (073990) and accompanying Solicitor’s Opinion.  Kaktovik 
residents and leaders have expressed a desire to use ORVs in Arctic Refuge for subsistence use 
and have implied that certain, not yet verified despite Service requests, means of ORV use were 
employed by local residents prior to the passage of the Alaska National Interest Lands 
Conservation Act (ANILCA) in 1980.  The traditional access study was completed by a 
contractor and shared with affected communities in March of 2022.  Missing information could 
affect the access determination for the Kaktovik area.  
 
Arctic Refuge Road ROW for Kaktovik, Alaska:  In August 2021, KIC submitted a ROW 
application asking for a 20-year, with option for renewal, overland snow route to move materials 
for a permanent school, community vehicles, fuel, and “other consumables.”  The Service 
determined that the application was complete and will soon be preparing a NEPA analysis of the 
ROW and alternatives. Polar bears and administration of the ESA and MMPA will be a 
significant issue to address. 
 
Local Participation in Polar Bear Viewing in the Arctic Refuge:  The number of tourists visiting 
Kaktovik, Alaska, for polar bear viewing has increased significantly in the last decade, posing 
challenges for residents.  To address this, in 2010 the Service began authorizing commercial 
boat-based viewing on Kaktovik waters, which are the jurisdiction of Arctic Refuge.  In January 
of 2021, issuance of Secretarial Order No. 3392, Local Participation in Commercial Polar Bear 
Viewing Services in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and Other Commercial Visitor Services 
in Alaska Conservation System Units paused commercial polar bear viewing activities at Arctic 
Refuge until the Service completed a “polar bear commercialization study” and called on the 
Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks to develop a report to the Deputy Secretary 
on implementation of ANILCA Sections 1307 and 1308 (due March 15).  In response to the 
Order, the Service’s Alaska Region recommends reconvening with the community to discuss 
studies completed prior to the pandemic as part of the development of a draft Polar BEAR 
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Viewing Management Strategy. These studies and the draft Management Study meet the intent 
of many elements of the Order. 
 
Arctic Refuge Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Program SEIS:  Section 20001 of the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act (Tax Act) directed the Secretary of the Interior, acting through the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM), to establish and administer a competitive oil and gas leasing program for 
the leasing, development, exploration, production, and transportation of oil and gas from the 
Coastal Plain of the Arctic Refuge.  During the previous administration, BLM developed an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) – published in September 2019 – and ROD – signed in 
August of 2020 – for a new Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Leasing Program, with the Service serving 
as a cooperator in that process.  In January 2021, BLM held the first of two required lease sales, 
with nine leases purchased.  Based on direction from the new Administration in Executive Order 
13990 and Secretarial Order (S.O.) 3401, the BLM and Service, as joint leads, are currently 
preparing a SEIS for the Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Leasing Program. 
 
III.  POSITION OF AFFECTED STAKEHOLDERS/PUBLIC LANDS AFFECTED 
 
Local Community Perspectives:  The Native Village of Kaktovik and the Kaktovik Inupiat 
Corporation have expressed frustration that their perspectives on self-determination and 
environmental justice have not been sufficiently heard, and they strongly desire additional 
coordination between the Service and the community.   

• ORVs: They would prefer the Refuge to allow ORVs for subsistence use and have 
communicated that certain means of ORV use were employed by local residents prior to 
ANILCA.   

• ROW: With their ROW application and supporting statements, Kaktovik residents have 
been clear about their desire for improved access to their community.   

• Polar bear viewing: They have also expressed interest in having primary management 
responsibility for polar bear viewing on Refuge waters surrounding the community, along 
with any permit administration responsibilities.  However, local resident polar bear 
guides want the strategy, and its accompanying planning process, to help determine a 
sustainable visitation level, since even a modest viewing industry (about 600-700 visitors 
in a “typical” year) brings significant income to the community. 

• Oil and gas development: Opinions vary in Kaktovik, but through their current 
leadership, residents have expressed support for oil and gas development on the Arctic 
Refuge coastal plain. The Gwich’in people, who utilize Arctic Refuge for subsistence and 
other purposes, and many conservation nongovernmental organizations, oppose oil and 
gas development in the 1002 area.  

 
The Alaska Congressional Delegation:  The Delegation generally supports Kaktovik leaders in 
their desires for ORV use on the Refuge, changes to the polar bear viewing program, oil and gas 
production in Arctic Refuge, and the development of a ROW for Kaktovik. 
 
Environmental Groups:  While many environmental groups advocate for Indigenous rights and 
improved relationships with Indigenous Peoples, they likely diverge from the Kaktovik 
community on these issues.  In general, these groups oppose ORV use and expanded access 
across the refuge, and oppose efforts toward oil and gas development. 
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IV.  DISCUSSION 
 
To strengthen our relationships in Kaktovik, the Service must closely track and manage each of 
these issues as part of a broader package and commit to open and honest communication and 
healing with Kaktovik.  Many issues affecting Kaktovik garner significant outside attention, and 
decisions about oil and gas development, overland access through Arctic Refuge, and polar bears 
are likely to be litigated, which could further complicate the goal of open communication. 
Improving our relationships in Kaktovik will take significant time and effort, but the Alaska 
Region is committed to that investment.   
 
V.  STATUS UPDATE 
 

• March 28, 2022:   
o Kaktovik Community Coordination:  The Alaska Region is communicating with 

Kaktovik leadership to establish a liaison position that will facilitate improved 
communications between the Service and the community.   

o ORV Use for Subsistence Purposes on the Arctic Refuge:  Communities and 
Tribal entities were sent the final report March 18, 2022, and were invited to 
engage in government-to-government consultation, and afforded continued 
opportunity to provide additional documentation missing from the report by June 
1, 2022.  The Refuge Manager will complete a final determination of traditional 
ORV use for subsistence purposes by the summer of 2022.   

o ROW:   Evaluate existing access as being adequate and feasible and prepare 
NEPA scoping to evaluate issuance of an 1110(b) ROW permit. 

o Polar Bear Viewing:  Arctic Refuge is not currently authorizing bear 
viewing activities per S.O. 3392, and out of respect for Kaktovik’s COVID-19 
declaration prohibiting nonresident travel.  Kaktovik leadership has recently 
requested updates on the status of and response to S.O. 3392. 

o Arctic Refuge Oil and Gas SEIS:  The SEIS process is ramping up to stay on 
schedule for a signed ROD by August 2023.  The Service’s Interdisciplinary 
Team plans to meet March 30 and 31 to discuss alternatives, including those from 
the EIS and other alternatives that could provide a more “reasonable range” of 
alternatives in the SEIS.   

• April 4, 2022:  
o ROW:  Given that Kaktovik has been determined an inholding for the purposes of 

ANILCA 1110(b), Refuges will be moving forward with the NEPA process. We 
are now preparing to communicate next steps with Kaktovik, with the first step 
being development of a Notice of Intent. 

o Arctic Refuge Oil and Gas SEIS: The FWS IDT met on March 30 and 31 to begin 
strategizing on resource considerations that can be built into the Stipulations and 
Required Operating Procedures for the SEIS. In addition, we spent time exploring 
and discussing Scoping comments related to key resource areas. On April 8, the 
Joint Lead Project Managers are meeting with NARF and other Tribal 
representative to begin discussions on how we will approach the inclusion of 
Indigenous and Tribal Ecological Knowledge. 

• April 11, 2022:  









DELIBERATIVE-DRAFT-DO NOT DISCLOSE  
 

Version 2020.1 

• September 27, 2022: Assistant Regional Director-Refuges and Mike Routhier from the 
Alaska Solicitor’s office met via teleconference with Kaktovik representatives on 
September 22 to discuss pending NEPA work and related issues. During the call, 
Kaktovik representatives confirmed their intention to apply for a Refuge Special Use 
Permit for transportation of building supplies this winter along the previously authorized, 
shore-fast sea ice route. They also expressed interest in providing additional polar bear 
mitigation information related to their Right of Way Application, if that information 
could affect the pending NEPA evaluation.   

• October 3, 2022: No new update. 
• October 11, 2022:  

o ROW: The Service is preparing documents to engage with the new Departmental 
Clearance Process for Environmental Impact Statements. 

o Arctic SEIS: The Project Management Team is continuing to refine the 
Stipulations and Required Operating Procedures this week and will send to the 
EMPSi contractor this Friday to begin the development of alternatives and maps. 
The Team is also hosting a G2G consultation with the Gwich’in Tribes (and 
associated NARF consultants) on October 18 in Anchorage. Then Team is also 
hosting a Cooperating Agency meeting on October 19.  

• October 18, 2022:  
o ORV Use for Subsistence Purposes on the Arctic Refuge:  The DRAFT 

Determination of Traditional ORV Use to Access Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 
for Subsistence Purposes by Federally Qualified Subsistence Users has been 
submitted to regional solicitors for review.  

o ROW: After further internal consultation regarding the appropriate NEPA starting 
point, and considering the other projects currently underway and the strong 
desires of Kaktovik, the Service has determined that preparing an EA will best 
meet everyone’s needs at this time. The Regional Director and Assistant Regional 
Director-Refuges met via teleconference with Kaktovik leadership and counsel on 
October 13 to discuss that decision and next steps. Kaktovik representatives were 
thankful and confirmed their understanding that an EA may lengthen the overall 
NEPA process if the result of the EA is not a FONSI. The immediate next steps 
are to determine what type and amount of public involvement in the EA is 
appropriate and to develop a reformulated timeline. 

o Arctic Refuge SEIS: The Team is hosting a G2G consultation with the Gwich’in 
Tribes (and associated NARF consultants) on October 18 in Anchorage and is 
hosting a Cooperating Agency meeting on October 19. 

• October 25, 2022: 
o Arctic Refuge SEIS: The Project Management Team held ta G2G consultation 

with the Gwich’in Tribes (and associated NARF consultants) on October 18th in 
Anchorage and discussed a variety of topics, including a Gwich’in proposal for a 
new alternative that addresses protections for caribou calving and for climate 
change related changes to permafrost (ice-rich soils). The discussion went well 
and one representative said this was the “most meaningful consultation they have 
engaged in to date.” The team also hosted a Cooperating Agency meeting on 
October 19th with pre-existing Cooperators (State of Alaska and the Gwich’in 
Tribal representatives from Arctic Village and Venetie and new Cooperators 
(Native Village of Kaktovik (NVK), EPA, and the Inupiat Council of the Arctic 
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Slope (ICAS)). That meeting focused on bringing everyone up to speed and 
shared our updated Purpose and Need statement, our tentative schedule, and 
discussed how we are working towards a new alternative and associated 
Stipulations and Required Operating Procedures. The Project Management 
Team—including Regional Director, Sara Boario and BLM State Director Steve 
Cohn—is meeting in Kaktovik with the Native Village of Kaktovik on October 
26th for a G2G consultation and on October 27th for an ANCSA consultation with 
the Kaktovik Inupiat Corporation. 

• November 1, 2022: No new update. 
• November 7, 2022:  

o ROW: Regional Director and Assistant Regional Director-Refuges met via 
teleconference with Kaktovik leadership on 11/8/22 and shared the two necessary 
public process steps -- on the front end with publication of revised timeline and 
later with the potential publication of an EA/FONSI --  in the NEPA process for 
the ROW. 

o Polar Bear Viewing: Regional Director and Assistant Regional Director-Refuges 
shared all reports and studies developed to-date on polar bear viewing and jointly 
agreed with Kaktovik leadership to re-group on next steps with this issue in 
January 2023. 

• November 14, 2022:  No new update.  
• November 21, 2022: The next meeting with Kaktovik leadership is scheduled for 

Thursday, December 1.  
• November 28, 2022: No new updates. 
• December 5, 2022: No new updates. 
• December 12, 2022: One Wednesday, December 7, Kaktovik leaders submitted a minor 

amendment to their ROW application in the form of an email clarifying the intended uses 
of the ROW. Regional Director and Assistant Regional Director-Refuges met via 
teleconference with Kaktovik leadership later the same day to discuss the amendment and 
next steps for publishing a revised timeline for preparation of an EA in the Federal 
Register. Alaska Refuges staff are working to finalize content for the Federal Register 
notice by December 15. 

• December 19, 2022: On December 14, Arctic NWR staff hosted a cross-program FWS 
coordination meeting to share information about the variety of projects and issues with 
the potential to impact Kaktovik. About 25 individuals participated and discussed 
opportunities to further build community relationships, streamline work and minimize 
meeting demands on Kaktovik leaders. In addition, on December 15, the Alaska Region 
submitted a DTS package for a Federal Register Notice titled: Notice of Time Extension 
and Intent to Prepare a Draft Environmental Assessment for a Right-of-Way Application 
on Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.   

• January 10, 2023: No new update. 
• January 17, 2023: No new update.  
• January 24, 2023:   

o Arctic Refuge SEIS:  The Project Management Team is finalizing details for an 
upcoming Indigenous Traditional Ecological Knowledge (ITEK) and Science 
Integration Workshop tentatively scheduled for February 27th through March 4 at 
the Morris Thompson Center in Fairbanks. The workshop is designed to create a 
shared learning opportunity and safe space for cross cultural and interdisciplinary 
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discussions on key resource topics putting ITEK on equal footing with Western 
science throughout the SEIS. The workshop will be co-facilitated and led by 
BLM/FWS staff and tribal representatives. Invitees include key agency staff and 
members (and their invited guests/contractors) of the Native Village of Kaktovik, 
the Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope, Native Village of Venetie Tribal 
Government, Venetie Village Council, and Arctic Village Council. 

• February 1, 2023: No new updates. 
• February 8, 2023:   

o ROW: The Federal Register Notice regarding this ROW application and EA is 
slated to publish today, February 8.  Alaska Region staff implemented the 
communication plan this week. The FR notice will include a link to a public 
website where the ROW application and supporting materials, as well as future 
planning documents, will be available.  

• February 15, 2023:  
o Arctic Refuge SEIS: Regional Director Sara Boario will be joining virtually while 

the Project Management Team will be traveling to Kaktovik February 12-14 for a 
Government-to-Government consultation with the Native Village of Kaktovik as 
well as an ANCSA consultation with the Kaktovik Inupiat Corporation. The ITEK 
Workshop is confirmed for February 27-March 4, and the team is finalizing 
details for this first-of-its-kind effort. Confirmed attendees include highly 
respected elders and knowledge holders from Arctic Village, Venetie, and 
Fairbanks. 

• March 1, 2023:  
o ROW: A project initiation letter is in the Alaska Regional surname process to 

formalize the interdisciplinary team for writing the Environmental Assessment for 
the Right of Way request from Kaktovik Inupiat Corporation (KIC). The goal is to 
release the letter later this week.  

o Arctic Refuge SEIS: 1)  On February 13th, members of the Project Management Team 
held a hybrid (in-person/phone) Government-to-Government consultation with the Native 
Village of Kaktovik. In attendance were also members of the Kaktovik Inupiat 
Corporation. The G2G session included a discussion on NVK’s recommendations on the 
Final EIS Stipulations and Required Operating Procedures. Additionally, NVK raised 
questions about how Indigenous Knowledge was being considered in the SEIS, and 
raised significant concerns about an ITEK workshop intended to bring all Tribes and 
knowledge-holders together to discuss perspectives on resource topics covered in the 
SEIS. FWS and BLM decided to pause the workshop to address these concerns.  2)  The 
updated range of alternatives has been developed and approved, and project contractors 
will begin to update and expand the affected environment and environmental 
consequences sections for the SEIS. 

• March 8, 2023: No new update.   
• March 15, 2023: No new update.  
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Diana DB; Million, Zach; Kaye, Roger RK; Reed, Jennifer J; Knudson, Timothy W; Allen, Stewart D; Carver, Erin;
Mikow, Elizabeth H; Wagener, Ella; LaMarr, Sarah L; Jones, Nichelle (Shelly); Bolton, Melinda A; Denos, Sarah K;
Medeiros, Andrea AM; Glaspell, Brian; Bach, Donna E; Loya, Wendy M; Trawicki, John JT; Crane, Drew; Hawkaluk,
Nathan; Lemons, Patrick R; Roach, Emma K; Leonard, Paul B; Boario, Sara D; Damberg, Doug; Conn, Sarah SC;
Glaspell, Brian; Cribley, Bud C; Lor, Socheata; Fasbender, Peter; Reed, Jennifer J; Cohn, Steven M; Pendergast,
Kevin J; Knoll, Erin; Slaughter, Tobi J

Subject: Coastal Plain SEIS - March Updates
Date: Tuesday, March 21, 2023 1:12:25 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Coastal Plain SEIS Background and Assumptions Sent TO IDT.pdf
Coastal SEIS RRFA section 20230320.pdf
Coastal SEIS Stips and ROPs 20230320.pdf
CoastalSEIS AppB RFD 20230320.pdf

 
Date 3/21/2023

 
Good Afternoon, Coastal Plain SEIS Team!
The Project Management Team wants to thank everyone for their patience and participation in
the past few weeks of meetings to support the authors of the SEIS and the development of
Chapter 3. We are now in full gear towards the completion of the SEIS and we appreciate your
time and attention to this as it unfolds.
  
SUMMARY OF STATUS AND UPDATES: 

Attached are a few resources that we promised to share with all of you. These were resources
that EMPSi shared with their IDT and we hope this provides further clarity to all of you too!

***Please remember to not share these resources beyond
our IDT***

They are ONLY internal documents at this time!
1. Updated Stips/ROPs: Thank you to everyone for your involvement to get them to this

point. At this time, we can not accept further edits to the Stips/ROPs. If you feel there is a
necessary edit, please bring those forward during the Chapter 3 review.

2. Baseline Assumptions and updated RFD: These document helps you understand range of
alternatives, how seismic is being approached, and contains a description of the new Alt.
D.  



3. The Reasonably Foreseeable Future Actions document was also updated to describe
projects outside of the SEIS that may add to cumulative impacts to the project area.

4. Our next Coastal Plain SEIS cooperating agency meeting is scheduled on Tuesday, April
18 from 10:00am – 12:00pm. This meeting is to daylight Chapter 3 and to get our
Cooperators up to speed as they begin their reviews. No further G2G meetings have been
scheduled.

5. To help with scheduling your review time, the following should be used for FWS and
BLM Joint Lead SMEs:

a. BLM/FWS review of Chapter 3: April 17-28
b. BLM/FWS review of Administrative Draft SEIS (v1): May 29-June 9
c. We will keep you informed of any changes to these timeframes and any future

review timeframes as we know them.

 
As always, please reach out directly if you have any questions or concerns.

Much appreciated, The SEIS Project Management Team (Bobbie Jo, Stephanie, Serena)

 
************************
Bobbie Jo Skibo, MS (she/her)
Coastal Plain SEIS Project Manager
Science Applications Program
US Fish and Wildlife Service
907-441-1539
 
 































































































Summary of Comments on Appendix B. Reasonably 
Foreseeable Development Scenario for Oil and Gas 
Resources in the Public Law 115-97
Page: 36

Number: 1 Author: Francis Craig Date: 3/18/2023 1:39:00 AM -06'00'
This came from Socioeconomic modeling, needs to be updated









From: Skibo, Bobbie Jo
To: Lor, Socheata; Boario, Sara D
Cc: Loya, Wendy M
Subject: 1 of 2 Memos: SEIS Range of Alternatives
Date: Friday, July 7, 2023 12:53:20 AM
Attachments: July 2023 FWS Briefing Range of Alternatives.docx

Hello,
Here is the range of alternatives memo that also outlines key considerations for HQ briefing
purposes (BLM staff have reviewed as well). I have the Section 7 one over to BLM for a look-see prior
to sending it to you. Serena had drafted it and after Mike R and Drew (and Pete) reviewed, we made
substantive changes so I wanted her to be aware of the key changes prior to circulating, thank you
for your patience. The deadline for BLM to review that memo is 10 am so I hope to get it far in
advance of our session tomorrow at 1pm (Wendy I hadn’t included you on that meeting since you
deserve some uninterrupted leave). Drew is available at 1pm in case we want his perspective on
Section 7 (I think I can convey the key messages though).
 
Ok, I’m signing off now! Talk tomorrow, Bobbie Jo
 
************************
Bobbie Jo Skibo, MS (she/her)
Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Leasing Program
Science Applications Program
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Alaska Region
907-441-1539
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From: Boario, Sara D
To: Skibo, Bobbie Jo
Subject: Fw: Check in Monday or Tuesday?
Date: Friday, July 7, 2023 3:57:37 PM
Attachments: July 2023 FWS Briefing Range of Alternatives.docx

070723 Section 7 consultation options memo FINAL.docx

fyi

From: Boario, Sara D
Sent: Friday, July 7, 2023 1:56 PM
To: Cohn, Steven M <scohn@blm.gov>; Pendergast, Kevin J <kpendergast@blm.gov>; Lor, Socheata
<socheata_lor@fws.gov>
Cc: Hayes, Michael E <michael_hayes@fws.gov>
Subject: Check in Monday or Tuesday?
 
Hi Steve and Kevin -

Soch and I are preparing to brief Martha (hopefully next Wednesday) on upcoming
milestones, range of alternatives, and Sec 7 consultation options - are you two available next
Monday or Tuesday so we are go over what we plan to brief on (attached) and ensure
alignment on our ends? I think we're pretty close, but would be good to get some time in
person to walk through and discuss? Copying Mike who can hopefully find some time for us.
Thank you! - sb

Sara D. Boario
Regional Director
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Alaska Region
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From: Lor, Socheata
To: Weber, Wendi; Williams, Martha M
Cc: Boario, Sara D
Subject: Arctic SEIS Alternatives and S7 Consultation timeline
Date: Tuesday, July 11, 2023 6:26:24 PM
Attachments: July 2023 FWS Briefing Range of Alternatives.docx

070723 Section 7 consultation options memo FINAL sent to SB.docx

Hi Wendi,
Attached are the range of alternatives and consultation timeline for Arctic SEIS.
Sara and I will walk you through the two documents tomorrow morning.  We just got
off a good meeting with BLM.  

Martha - we'll miss you tomorrow, but copying you for FYI.  

See you soon!

--------------------------------------------------------------
Soch Lor, Ph.D (she/her)
Deputy Regional Director
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service - Alaska Region
Mobile: 907.891.6194

Dena'inaq ełnen'aq' gheshtnu ch'q'u yeshdu. 
I live and work on Dena’ina land. ​ 
--------------------------------------------------------------













 









From: Hausman, Alyssa B
To: Williams, Martha M
Cc: Weber, Wendi
Subject: Re: arctic docs
Date: Monday, July 17, 2023 6:28:00 AM
Attachments: BP036667 Weekly Update BP - Arctic Refuge SEIS 3-15-23.docx

Here is the latest Arctic SEIS bp, which is from March

Alyssa Hausman
Head of Staff
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Desk: (202) 742-0688
Mobile: (703) 785-3402
alyssa_hausman@fws.gov

From: Hausman, Alyssa B
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2023 8:25 AM
To: Williams, Martha M <martha_williams@fws.gov>
Cc: Weber, Wendi <wendi_weber@fws.gov>
Subject: arctic docs
 
these are all from the beginning of this year. will send you another email when I get something
newer

Alyssa Hausman
Head of Staff
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Desk: (202) 742-0688
Mobile: (703) 785-3402
alyssa_hausman@fws.gov
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FWS INFORMATION MEMORANDUM 

 

UPDATE: March 15, 2023 
 
TO:  Martha Williams, Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
 
FROM: Sara Boario, Alaska Regional Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
 
SUBJECT: BP036667 Arctic Refuge Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement 
 
I. KEY FACTS 
 
Section 20001 of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (Tax Act) directed the Secretary of the Interior, 
acting through the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), to establish and administer a 
competitive oil and gas leasing program for the leasing, development, production, and 
transportation of oil and gas in and from the Coastal Plain of the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge (Refuge).  During the previous administration, BLM developed an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) – published in September 2019 – and ROD – signed in August of 2020 – for a 
new Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Leasing Program, with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(Service) serving as a cooperator and regulator through that process.  In January 2021, BLM held 
the first of two required lease sales, with nine leases purchased. 
 
Based on direction from the new Administration in Executive Order 13990 and Secretarial Order 
(S.O.) 3401, the BLM is preparing a Supplemental EIS for the Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Leasing 
Program.  The Service is working with BLM to define our role in this new process. 
  
II. BACKGROUND AND FWS POSITION 
 
The Arctic Refuge was established in 1980 by the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation 
Act.  In 1988, the Arctic Refuge’s initial Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP) recognized 
the coastal plain (1002 area) as critical habitat for numerous subsistence and internationally 
significant species including polar bear, the Porcupine caribou herd, and over 100 bird and 
waterfowl species.  The updated CCP issued in 2015 recommended an additional 12 million 
acres as wilderness, including the entire coastal plain and four rivers as National Wild and Scenic 
Rivers.  The Tax Act, Public Law I15-97, was signed into law on December 22, 2017, and 
directs the Secretary of the Interior, through BLM, to establish and administer a competitive oil 
and gas program in the 1002 area.  The oil and gas program will be managed similarly to BLM’s 
program in the National Petroleum Reserve–Alaska.  A maximum of 2,000 surface acres may be 
authorized.  The Tax Act requires two oil and gas lease sales within 10 years of enactment.  All 
revenue receipts shall be split evenly between the State of Alaska and the U.S. Treasury.  
 
The Service served as a cooperator in BLM’s development of their 2019 EIS for the new oil and 
gas leasing program in the 1002 Coastal Plain, representing our responsibilities under the Alaska 
National Interest Lands Conservation Act of 1980, as amended (ANILCA); National Wildlife 
Refuge Administration Act (1966); National Wildlife Refuge System Improvement Act (1997); 
Endangered Species Act (ESA), Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA), and Migratory Bird 
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report will be completed in the next several weeks following analysis. The scoping period 
generated approximately 104,000 comments, the majority of which are form letters from 
conservation NGOs. The contractor estimated that there are potentially 4,800 comments 
with unique content. The Service and BLM continue to work on the MOU. 

• October 18, 2021: No new update. 
• October 25, 2021: Bobbie Jo Skibo started on 10/12/21 as the new 1002 Coastal Plain 

Coordinator and met with the BLM lead planner on Friday, October 22 to begin her 
liaison role between BLM and the Service for the development of the SEIS. As joint lead 
agencies in this process we will continue to meet during a weekly standing call to review 
and finalize the MOU as well as identify next steps and key details related to the process. 

• November 1, 2021:  No new update. 
• November 8, 2021:  A call was hosted between BLM and FWS leadership to finalize the 

draft MOU highlighting consensus development and joint lead roles.  Final review and 
signatures are expected soon. 

• November 15, 2021: The MOU was finalized and signed by both BLM and FWS. The 
MOU outlines our intent for consensus decisions as Joint Lead Agencies and integrates 
the FWS Coastal Plain Coordinator as an equal Project Lead. A final scoping report was 
completed by the project contractor that summarizes substantive comments received 
through the scoping period. BLM is finalizing a performance work statement for the post-
scoping phase. 

• November 22, 2021:  We received the final public scoping report today (not yet 508 
compliant). Due to the holiday on 11/25, we plan to publish the final 508 compliant 
version of the Scoping Report along with the public comments and scoping meeting 
transcripts to the BLM's NEPA Register (a.k.a. ePlanning) on 11/29. We anticipate the 
new contractor that will assist for the duration of the process will be selected in 
December, and we will resume the next steps of the process in mid-January.  

• November 29, 2021: No new update. 
• December 6, 2021: The final SEIS scoping Report has been published on BLM’s e-

Planning website, where it is accessible to the public. Two cooperating agency MOU’s 
are circulating for signature; one is with the Alaska Department of Natural Resources, 
and the other is with three Tribal entities (i.e., Native Village of Venetie Tribal 
Government, Venetie Village Council, and Arctic Village Council). The interagency-
interdisciplinary team plans to meet on January 19th and 20th to kick off the next steps of 
the SEIS process. 

• December 13, 2021:  No new update. 
• December 20, 2021: No new update. 
• December 27, 2021: The BLM and USFWS, as co-lead agencies on the SEIS, are hosting 

a learning and listening session to kick off the Coastal Plain SEIS effort on January 19 
and 20, 2022. The purpose of the meeting is to establish roles and responsibilities, set 
expectations for the SEIS process, and share expertise about issues on the Coastal Plain 
from different perspectives.  Attendees will include cooperating agency representatives, 
as well as BLM, USFWS, and contractor ID Team members and associated staff. EMPSi 
Environmental Management and Planning Solutions, Inc. was awarded the contract to 
manage the remainder of the SEIS process.  

• January 3, 2022: No new update. 
• January 10, 2022: No new update. 
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• January 18, 2022:  The Joint Lead Agencies (FWS and BLM) are hosting their SEIS 
kickoff meetings on January 19th  and 20th.  The first day features only DOI agency 
(BLM, FWS, SOL) staff.  The second day features Cooperating Agencies, including the 
State of Alaska and the Native American Rights Foundation (representing the Native 
Village of Venetie Tribal Government, Venetie Village Council, and Arctic Village 
Council).    

• January 24, 2022:  Last week, the Service and BLM—as Joint Lead Agencies—hosted 2 
successful and well attended kickoff meetings for the SEIS, which set the right tone for 
this process—one of consensus and collaboration. Day 1 was a shared learning 
opportunity and a meet-and-greet for the BLM-FWS Joint Leadership and 
Interdisciplinary Team. Day 2 was designed primarily for the Cooperating Agency 
representatives to introduce themselves and to get to know the Joint Lead Agencies. The 
next major step in this process will be the alternatives development workshop, which we 
plan to hold in the spring, involve BLM, FWS, and Cooperating Agencies.  

• January 31, 2022: The Joint Lead Agency Project Managers are following up on tasks 
and questions that came up during the kick-off sessions including finalizing the State of 
Alaska Cooperating Agency MOU and developing Non-Disclosure Agreements for all 
participating cooperators and contractors. 

• February 7, 2022: No new update. 
• February 14, 2022: No new update. 
• February 22, 2022: No new update. 
• February 28, 2022: No new update. 
• March 8, 2022: The Cooperating Agency MOU with the State of Alaska was finalized 

this week and signed. The Joint Lead Project Managers have been meeting with staff on a 
variety of topics including transboundary interests and engagement with Canada; 
inclusion of Indigenous and Traditional Ecological Knowledge (ITEK) into the process; 
and the legal deficiencies noted in SO 3401. The Joint Lead Project Managers are also 
working on a joint memo that outlines the many interpretations of the Tax Act and 
associated aspects of the EIS to ensure BLM and FWS are on the same page as we move 
forward into the Alternatives Development Workshop scheduled for late April. 

• March 14, 2022: The SEIS process is ramping up to stay on schedule for a signed ROD 
by August 2023.  The FWS Interdisciplinary Team (IDT) plans to meet March 30 and 31 
to discuss alternatives, including those from the EIS and other alternatives that could 
provide a more “reasonable range” of alternatives in the SEIS.  We hope to meet with 
NARF and Tribal representatives in early April to start discussions on how best to 
integrate ITEK into the SEIS process. We also recently met with DOI International 
Affairs staff to seek support and guidance on how best to interface with Canada.  

• March 21, 2022:  No new update. 
• March 28, 2022: No new update. 
• April 4, 2022: The FWS IDT met on March 30 and 31 to begin strategizing on resource 

considerations that can be built into the Stipulations and Required Operating Procedures 
for the SEIS. In addition, we spent time exploring and discussing Scoping comments 
related to key resource areas. On April 8, the Joint Lead Project Managers are meeting 
with NARF and other Tribal representative to begin discussions on how we will approach 
the inclusion of Indigenous and Tribal Ecological Knowledge (ITEK). 

• April 11, 2022: No new update. 
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• April 18, 2022: The Joint Lead Project Managers had a very successful meeting with 
tribal representatives of Arctic Village and Venetie on April 8. The team agreed to 
continue meeting every two weeks to ensure forward momentum on identifying ways to 
integrate ITEK into the SEIS. The tribal representatives invited the Project Managers to 
their villages to meet with Elders and their people to “begin healing from the past”. They 
requested that we visit prior to any public comment period begins and to come prior to 
“pulling out the maps”. That trip is tentatively scheduled for June. The Alternatives 
Development Workshop is being held on April 25th-27th and will include the Joint Lead 
and Cooperating Agencies. This will begin the more involved part of the SEIS process. 

• April 25, 2022:  This week, BLM and FWS are hosting the Alternatives Development 
Workshop.   

• May 2, 2022:  Last week, approximately 70 participants (25 in-person and 45 on Zoom) 
from the Joint Lead Agencies and Cooperating Agencies—including the State, Venetie 
Tribal Council, and Arctic Refuge Tribal Council—met to begin SEIS alternatives 
development.  This workshop primarily focused on the Stipulations (Stips) and Required 
Operating Procedures (ROPs) for each alternative.  After this meeting, at least seven 
topics were identified for further discussion—including air; climate change; caribou; 
water resources and fish; permafrost, snow, and overland travel; polar bears and other 
wildlife; and the integration of Indigenous and Traditional Ecological Knowledge—and 
Resource Groups have been set up with agency representatives who will meet over the 
coming weeks to look at the Stips and ROPS for their area of expertise.  

• May 9, 2022: No new update. 
• May 16, 2022: Acting Arctic Refuge Manager met with Kaktovik community leaders 

Edward and Matthew Rexford on May 11, during which they shared a brief update and an 
estimated SEIS completion timeline.  During that meeting, the Rexfords raised a specific 
question about the legal deficiencies with the first EIS.  The Joint Lead Project Managers 
are scheduling follow-up Resource Group discussions to further refine the Stips and 
ROPs for SEIS alternatives the weeks of May 16 and May 23. 

• May 23, 2022: The 6 Resource Groups met last week to provide input to the Stipulations 
and Required Operating Procedures. We anticipate having our group work completed by 
May 27 and will work with the Joint Lead Agency IDTs to synthesize the input to date 
into a master document for review and next steps. EPA has also reached out to become a 
Cooperating Agency, and the Cooperating Agency MOU is in EPA’s legal review 
process and should be signed soon.  

• May 31, 2022: No new update. 
• June 6, 2022:  A Government-to-Government (G2G) consultation has been scheduled in 

Arctic Village for June 27, 2022.  Both SEIS co-leads will have representatives present at 
this G2G meeting, including the Regional Directors of the two bureaus.  The MOU with 
EPA has been signed and they are now a full Cooperating Agency in the process.  

• June 14, 2022: No new update. 
• June 21, 2022: No new update. 
• June 27, 2022: BLM and the Service are conducting a Government-to-Government 

consultation in Arctic Village this week.  Sara Boario is representing the Service at the 
consultation. 

• July 5, 2022: The Joint Lead Agencies held a very successful Government-to-
Government consultation last week with representatives of the Arctic Village and Venetie 
Tribal Councils.  They have asked for another consultation in September.  As of this 
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week, the EPA’s MOU for Cooperating Agency status has been signed by all parties.  
The Joint Lead project managers will be finalizing the Stipulations and Required 
Operating Procedures this week so the EMPSi contractors can begin development of 
alternatives. 

• July 11, 2022: No new update. 
• July 18, 2022: No new update. 
• July 26, 2022: No new update. 
• August 1, 2022: A second round of Government-to-Government consultation is being 

planned for September 11-13. One day will be spent in Venetie and one day in Arctic 
Village. The Joint Lead Project Managers are finalizing the ROPs and STIPs and should 
be prepared for alternative development within the next 2 weeks. 

• August 8, 2022: No new update. 
• August 15, 2022: No new update. 
• August 22, 2022: No new update. 
• August 29, 2022: No new update. 
• September 6, 2022: No new update. 
• September 13, 2022: Over the past month, the Project Management Team has been 

working on elements of the SEIS including the Purpose and Need Statement, the 
Reasonably Foreseeable Development scenario and the 2,000-acre interpretation (as 
identified in Secretarial Order 3401) and the Stipulations and Required Operating 
Procedures. We have been holding regularly reoccurring Cooperating Agency meetings 
as well as reoccurring ITEK working group meetings. Current Cooperating Agencies 
include EPA, Native Village of Venetie Tribal Government, the Venetie Village Council, 
the Arctic Village Council, and the State of Alaska. The Inupiat Community of the Arctic 
Slope (ICAS), a regional Alaska Native tribal government, is interested in joining on as a 
cooperating agency; they represent a number of native communities across the North 
Slope. We are working on the MOU this week. The Native Village of Kaktovik has 
expressed interest in becoming more involved in the SEIS. They would like to set up a 
meeting with BLM/USFWS in October. We have received a formal request from the 
Kaktovik Inupiat Corporation for ANCSA consultation. We will be following up on this 
request. The Project Management Team is in Arctic Village for Government-to-
Government consultation September 13th, 2022. 

• September 20, 2022: The Project Management Team attended the Government-to-
Government consultation on September 13 in Arctic Village. It was well attended by 
tribal members of the community and staff are now following up on next steps. 

• September 27, 2022: Last week, the BLM and FWS Project Management Team met with 
FWS and BLM Alaska communications staff to develop a plan for coordinating 
regionally on proactive and reactive communication needs.  (Note: Any external 
communications will be closely coordinated with FWS and BLM HQ and the 
Department.) 

• October 3, 2022: No new update. 
• October 11, 2022: The Project Management Team is continuing to refine the Stipulations 

and Required Operating Procedures this week and will send to the EMPSi contractor this 
Friday to begin the development of alternatives and maps. The Team is also hosting a 
G2G consultation with the Gwich’in Tribes (and associated NARF consultants) on 
October 18th in Anchorage. Then Team is also hosting a Cooperating Agency meeting on 
October 19th.  





DELIBERATIVE-DRAFT-DO NOT DISCLOSE  
 

Version 2020.1 

space for cross cultural and interdisciplinary discussions on key resource topics putting 
ITEK on equal footing with Western science throughout the SEIS. The workshop will be 
co-managed and led by BLM/FWS staff and tribal representatives. Invitees include key 
agency staff and members (and their invited guests/contractors) of the Native Village of 
Kaktovik, the Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope, Native Village of Venetie Tribal 
Government, Venetie Village Council, and Arctic Village Council. 

• February 1, 2023: No new update. 
• February 8, 2023: No new update. 
• February 15, 2023:  Regional Director Sara Boario will be joining virtually while the 

Project Management Team will be traveling to Kaktovik February 12-14 for a 
Government-to-Government consultation with the Native Village of Kaktovik as well as 
an ANCSA consultation with the Kaktovik Inupiat Corporation. The ITEK Workshop is 
confirmed for February 27-March 4, and the team is finalizing details for this first-of-its-
kind effort. Confirmed attendees include highly respected elders and knowledge holders 
from Arctic Village, Venetie, and Fairbanks. 

• March 8, 2023: No new update. 
• March 15, 2023: Over the past week, the Joint Lead Project Management Team began working 

with the contractor and sub-contractors on the development of Chapter 3 and associated analysis 
for the SEIS. Over the course of three days, the team participated in 21 meetings with each of the 
Joint Lead Agency/Contractor resource teams to ensure alignment and coordination of the 
supplemental information and approach. The team anticipates that we will be on schedule for the 
Preliminary Draft sometime in early April. The project is now in high gear and will begin to meet 
many key milestones leading to a public draft in late June. 
 

 
VI.  TIMELINE AND NEXT STEPS 
 
Table 1 below. 

 
Prepared by: Brian Glaspell, Refuge Chief, Alaska Region 
 ☐ FYI     or     ☐ Requested by: [name]  
 ☒ Prepared for a meeting: Weekly Alaska Policy Meeting 
Does this involve, directly or tangentially, any Director’s Office recusals? ☐ Yes  ☐ No 
If yes, please identify:  
 

Table 1. Schedule for Arctic Refuge Supplemental EIS  

Start End # of 
Days Description 

August 4, 
2021 

August 4, 
2021 NA BLM’s Notice of Intent for Supplemental EIS publishes in 

Federal Register. 

August 12, 
2021 

August 12, 
2021 NA Date of meeting between USFWS and BLM National and 

Regional leadership regarding preparation of SEIS. 
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August 23, 
2021 

August 23, 
2021 NA FWS and BLM Regional Leadership meet regarding 

preparation of SEIS 

August 30, 
2021 

August 30, 
2021 NA FWS and BLM Regional Leadership met to continue 

conversations on SEIS coordination. 

September 
13, 2021 

September 
13, 2021 

NA FWS Regional Director and BLM Alaska State Director 
and ARDs will meet to discuss FWS co-lead role in SEIS 

September 
14, 2021 

September 
16, 2021 

 
3 

BLM has scheduled 6 virtual public meetings to assist in 
the preparation of the SEIS.  Participants under 
consideration. 

October 5, 
2021 

October 5, 
2021 NA 

BLM, FWS and the State of Alaska will meet with the 
contractor preparing the preliminary summary of written 
and oral scoping comments on the SEIS. 

January 19, 
2022 

January 20, 
2022 2 Joint Leadership and IDT Kick Off  (Day 1), Cooperating 

Agency Kick Off (Day 2) 

April 25, 
2022 

April 27, 
2022 3 Alternatives Development Workshop 

Summer/Fall 
2022 

  Administrative Draft SEIS  

Late 2022   Minimum 45-Day Public Comment Period 

Early 2023   Develop Final SEIS 

Mid 2023 
(August) 

  Record of Decision 

    

    

 



From: Hausman, Alyssa B
To: Williams, Martha M
Cc: Weber, Wendi
Subject: Re: arctic docs
Date: Monday, July 17, 2023 6:34:02 AM
Attachments: 070723 Section 7 consultation options memo FINAL sent to SB.docx

July 2023 FWS Briefing Range of Alternatives.docx

Wendi just shared the attached from a week or so ago

Alyssa Hausman
Head of Staff
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Desk: (202) 742-0688
Mobile: (703) 785-3402
alyssa_hausman@fws.gov

From: Hausman, Alyssa B <alyssa_hausman@fws.gov>
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2023 8:28 AM
To: Williams, Martha M <martha_williams@fws.gov>
Cc: Weber, Wendi <wendi_weber@fws.gov>
Subject: Re: arctic docs
 
Here is the latest Arctic SEIS bp, which is from March

Alyssa Hausman
Head of Staff
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Desk: (202) 742-0688
Mobile: (703) 785-3402
alyssa_hausman@fws.gov

From: Hausman, Alyssa B
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2023 8:25 AM
To: Williams, Martha M <martha_williams@fws.gov>
Cc: Weber, Wendi <wendi_weber@fws.gov>
Subject: arctic docs
 
these are all from the beginning of this year. will send you another email when I get something
newer

Alyssa Hausman
Head of Staff



U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Desk: (202) 742-0688
Mobile: (703) 785-3402
alyssa_hausman@fws.gov













 











Trawicki, John JT <john_trawicki@fws.gov>; Wagener, Ella <ella_wagener@fws.gov>; Cebrian,
Merben R <merben_cebrian@fws.gov>
Subject: Arctic SEIS concern
 
Hi Brian and Tom,
We have a cautionary concern that may require addressing at a higher level with BLM on
the Arctic NWR oil and gas draft SEIS. The text below comes from the latest version of
the draft SEIS. We fear the NWRS responsibilities have been suppressed to a mere
coordination role and only if BLM chooses to do so. This is not consistent with our NWRS
responsibilities to manage Arctic NWR appropriately. BLM should provide a higher level
of consideration and cooperation in managing the oil and gas aspects of this effort. See
my underlined areas for emphasis.

It is my understanding these concerns have been brought forward previously by
members of the FWS SEIS team. It could be this is as simply misuse of words and if so,
revising the draft SEIS for stronger language will be helpful. We fear this is an early
reflection of troubling times ahead for Arctic NWR. We are open to your thoughts and
considerations on how best to handle this situation.

Thank you,
Ryan Mollnow
Division Lead of Natural Resources
USFWS-NWRS, Alaska Region
c.907-223-6381
Division of Natural Resources SharePoint Site

(b)(5)DPP

































BUREAU:  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
MEMBER:  Murkowski, Peltola 
ISSUE:  Oil and Gas Development in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 

 
ISSUE BACKGROUND 

• In 1980, the 19-million-acre Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (Arctic Refuge) was 
established by the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA). This was 
a re-designation of the 8-million-acre Arctic National Wildlife Range created in 1960. 

• The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 (Tax Act), signed into law in Dec. 2017, directs the 
Secretary of the Interior through the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to establish and 
administer a competitive oil and gas program in the coastal plain (1002 area), to be 
managed similar to BLM’s program in the National Petroleum Reserve - Alaska. A 
maximum of 2,000 surface acres may be authorized. 

• The Tax Act requires two oil and gas lease sales within ten years of enactment with 
revenue receipts split evenly between the State of Alaska and the U.S. Treasury. 

• The Arctic Refuge’s Comprehensive Conservation Plan, issued in 1988 and updated in 
2015, recognizes the 1002 area as important habitat for numerous subsistence and 
internationally significant species, including polar bear, the Porcupine caribou herd, and 
over 100 bird species. 

• The Alaska Delegation, State of Alaska, development interests, and the Iñupiat people 
support leasing the 1002 area for oil and gas development.  

• The Gwich’in people and many conservation groups oppose oil and gas development in 
the 1002 area. 

• On August 17, 2020, BLM released a final EIS and ROD for the Coastal Plain Oil and 
Gas Leasing Program.  

• In late 2020, the Gwich’in Steering Committee, conservation groups, and 15 states filed 
multiple lawsuits to block the oil and gas program.  

• On June 1, 2021, DOI announced that it suspended all activities related to the 
implementation of the Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Program in Arctic Refuge pending 
completion of a comprehensive NEPA analysis. 

• BLM began working on a Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) in 
August 2021, and FWS become a joint lead agency on the SEIS in November 2021. 

 
CURRENT STATUS 

• BLM and FWS are collaborating as Joint Lead Agencies on the development of the SEIS 
for the oil and gas program to fulfill the need for a comprehensive NEPA analysis.   

• Public meetings were held in Fall 2021, resulting in the publication of a final SEIS 
Scoping Report in November 2021.  

• BLM and FWS anticipate publishing a draft SEIS during the first half of 2023. 
 
TALKING POINTS 

• FWS and BLM are working together to prepare the draft SEIS. I will keep you apprised 
of its status. 
 

Prepared by: Katie Pritchard, (202) 527-2652  Date:  February 23, 2023 





 
We flagged the need for a follow up meeting with this team ASAP (Michael Hayes and
Michelle are coordinating schedules) to discuss miscellaneous topics:

Tribal Relations with Gwich’in (DOE, Section 106 Timing, Translation Services,
ITEK)
Voluntary Carbon Avoidance Concept
Canada “Good Neighbor” Letter

 
********************Sample Email for HQ**********************
Hello,
Please find the attached Key Topics Memo that the Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Leasing
Program SEIS Project Management Team is planning to use in an upcoming Cooperating
Agency meeting. We are sharing this with HQ as AWARENESS but if anything contained in
this memo triggers a red flag from anyone in HQ, please let us know (in one week) by May
1st. We anticipate scheduling the Cooperating Agency meeting that same week.
 
Cooperating Agencies have expressed their desire to understand some of the underlying
assumptions and approaches we are taking prior to their preliminary Draft SEIS review. We
feel this will help them in their review and will show our desire to be inclusive and as
transparent as possible in this process. While there are more details to share, we are being
conservative at this time and will not be sharing details or any maps related to the new
alternative under development, as an example.
 
We also wanted to flag that the team is now in full gear in the development of the SEIS and is
following the condensed schedule below. This schedule will ensure that we meet the critical
legal timeframes associated to the Tax Act. We understand the schedule and review
timeframes are not ideal and appreciate everyone’s commitment to dates suggested. As you
can see, the HQ/DOI review of the Preliminary Draft is set for 5/26-5/31.
 
Schedule (tentative and subject to change): 

4/19/23-5/1/23: Draft PDSEIS Chapter 3 review by BLM/FWS IDT Members
(comments due by 5pm Alaska time on 5/1)  
5/1/23-5/5/23: BLM/FWS PM review and consideration of IDT comments   
5/5/23-5/26/23: EMPSi prepare comprehensive Preliminary Draft SEIS (PDSEIS)  
5/26/23-5/31/23: HQ/DOI opportunity to review PDSEIS  
6/1/23-6/16/23: Cooperating Agency review of PDSEIS (pending approval by HQ/DOI
to release)  
9/1-10/15: Draft SEIS Public Comment Period (minimum 45-days) 
4Q 2023-1Q 2024: Final SEIS 
2Q 2024: ROD 

 
 
From: Sweet, Serena E <ssweet@blm.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, April 20, 2023 5:38 PM
To: r7rdomeetings, FW7 <R7rdomeetings@fws.gov>; Boario, Sara D
<sara_boario@fws.gov>; Kuhns, Stephanie L <skuhns@blm.gov>; Skibo, Bobbie Jo
<bobbiejo_skibo@fws.gov>; Lor, Socheata <socheata_lor@fws.gov>; Cribley, Bud C



<bud_cribley@fws.gov>; Pendergast, Kevin J <kpendergast@blm.gov>; Amy Lewis
<amy.lewis@empsi.com>; Cohn, Steven M <scohn@blm.gov>; Loya, Wendy M
<wendy_loya@fws.gov>
Cc: Deam, Seth R <seth.deam@sol.doi.gov>; Gieryic, Michael S
<Mike.Gieryic@sol.doi.gov>; Routhier, Michael P <michael.routhier@sol.doi.gov>
Subject: AGENDA: 4/21/23 Coastal Plain SEIS Joint BLM/FWS Meeting
 
Hello All,
Below is the AGENDA items for our check-in tomorrow on the Coastal Plain SEIS.  The
items marked with "Decision" below must be resolved during our time tomorrow to remain on
track with our process as currently planned.  

Topics:

Review Key Topic Memo (see attached)– Decision 
What portions of the Key Topics memo can be shared with Cooperators –
Decision 
Schedule postponed Cooperating Agency meeting – Decision 

 
Current Schedule (subject to changes): 

4/19-5/1: Draft PDSEIS Chapter 3 review by BLM/FWS IDT
Members (comments due by 5pm Alaska time on 5/1) 
5/1-5/5: BLM/FWS PM review and consideration of comments  
5/5-5/26: EMPSi prepare comprehensive Preliminary Draft SEIS (PDSEIS) 
5/26-5/31: HQ/DOI opportunity to review PDSEIS 
6/1-6/16: Cooperating Agency review of PDSEIS (pending approval by HQ/DOI
to release) 

 
Reminder of upcoming court report deadline: April 28th  

Key update is date for Draft SEIS comment period- now 2023 3Q and include
other dates that lead up to 8/30 planned release of Draft SEIS for public comment
period 

 
Other Misc. Topics - Discussion (as time allows)

Determination of Eligibility/Roles & Responsibilities (funding needed)  
Sec. 106 kick off timing  
Translation of FSEIS (funding needed) 
Carbon avoidance concept 
Canadian “Good Neighbor” Letter 
ITEK de-brief from Gwich’in Tribes 
Comms strategy overview 

Serena Sweet



Supervisory Planning & Environmental Coordinator 
 

BLM-Alaska, Resources Division
Desk: 907-271-4543
Cell: 907-223-3267
 

 

From: r7rdomeetings, FW7
Sent: Tuesday, December 13, 2022 9:54 AM
To: r7rdomeetings, FW7 <R7rdomeetings@fws.gov>; Boario, Sara D
<sara_boario@fws.gov>; Kuhns, Stephanie L <skuhns@blm.gov>; Sweet, Serena E
<ssweet@blm.gov>; Skibo, Bobbie Jo <bobbiejo_skibo@fws.gov>; Lor, Socheata
<socheata_lor@fws.gov>; Cribley, Bud C <bud_cribley@fws.gov>; Pendergast, Kevin J
<kpendergast@blm.gov>; Amy Lewis <amy.lewis@empsi.com>; Cohn, Steven M
<scohn@blm.gov>; Loya, Wendy M <wendy_loya@fws.gov>
Cc: Deam, Seth R <seth.deam@sol.doi.gov>; Gieryic, Michael S
<Mike.Gieryic@sol.doi.gov>; Routhier, Michael P <michael.routhier@sol.doi.gov>
Subject: Coastal Plain SEIS monthly joint meetings
When: Friday, April 21, 2023 1:30 PM-3:30 PM.
Where: Microsoft Teams Meeting
 
Joint monthly lead meetings for discussions regarding the SEIS.
____________________________________________________________________________
____

Microsoft Teams meeting

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device
Click here to join the meeting

Meeting ID: 242 481 302 363 
Passcode: E4VctN
Download Teams | Join on the web

Join with a video conferencing device
teams@conferencing.doi.gov
Video Conference ID: 114 486 605 8
Alternate VTC instructions

Or call in (audio only)
+1 202-640-1187,,460004435#   United States, Washington DC
(833) 436-1163,,460004435#   United States (Toll-free)
Phone Conference ID: 460 004 435#
Find a local number | Reset PIN

Learn More | Meeting options



____________________________________________________________________________
____
 




