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Morning Jennifer,

Hope you had a nice weekend.

Thanks for taking the time to help clarify for me. To finalize it might be easier with a 30 minute
call to go over the rest if you have availability this week, maybe tomorrow? Attached revised
to help.

| think Charlie has called you already this morning about the latest developments. Finalizing
this issue summary document is now a bit more urgent so we can provide to leadership.
Chatting tomorrow we can also give you an update on the meeting with Robyn and Hugh this
morning.

Appreciate your continued engagement on this as we find a way forward.

Thanks and please take care,
Christine

Christine Ogura

Acting Regional Chief, National Wildlife Refuge System

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Interior Region 9 (Idaho, Oregon, Washington, NW Montana)

Interior Region 12 (American Samoa, Guam, Hawaii, Northern Mariana Islands)
911 NE 11th Avenue, 4E

Portland, OR 97232

Cell: 503-913-8027

Email: christine_ogura@fws.gov
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Dungeness NWR – Oyster Aquaculture Summary



The Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge (Refuge) was established in January 20, 2015 but its first unit (Dungeness) was established in 1915 to protect and preserve breeding grounds for native birds. The federally acknowledged Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe (JST) would like to start a commercial oyster aquaculture farming operation in the Refuge in an area that is partially closed (October 1-May 14) to protect the Refuge’s highest use area for wintering and migrating shorebirds and waterfowl. 

Dungeness Bay is used by tens of thousands of shorebirds, guls, and waterfowl during migration and winter. The Bay provides feeding areas and supports significant populations of brand, diving ducks, seabirds, loons, grebes, and other diving birds. Waterfowl abundance significantly increases from Nov – Feb. Daily high counts include 2,714 Brant, 5,104 Northern Pintail, 7,881 Mallard, and 5,699 American Wigeon. Of note the brant’s population is declining and this species is particularly sensitive to disturbance. The Refuge counts can account for up to 98 percent of Brant and 61 percent of Wigeon in Clallam County during midwinter. The south shore of Dungeness Spit is one of the few high-quality foraging sites for Dunlin in Dungeness Basin. Approximately 15-20,000 shorebirds use the Refuge during spring migration alone. Dungeness Bay is designated critical habitat for ESA listed Hood Canal summer-run Chum Salmon, Southern Resident Killer Whales, Puget Sound Chinook Salmon, Boccaccio Rockfish, and Bull Trout.	Comment by Ogura, Christine: Adjacent to proposed activity where CD talks about it would disturb this area too? 	Comment by Ogura, Christine: Including easement area?

The area for the proposed activity is state-owned, but the Refuge has a Use Easement Deed from the State.  Specifically, the phased proposed activity in the tidal flat includes:

· On-bottom culture methods, on up to 34 acres of tidelands. Oysters are gown within mesh plastic bags that are placed directly on the substrate. Here, the Tribe would grow oysters in 2 ft. x. 3 ft. x 2 in. plastic mesh bags that are secured to a line anchored to the substrate using screw anchors or metal posts. The bags would be located between +1 and the -2 tidal elevation and would be visible, above water, during low tides. Approximately 10 feet of separation would be provided between the rows of bags. Oysters would typically grow within the bags for 14 or 15 months before being spread out on to the beach after reaching a larger size. The oysters would then be grown to maturity on the tidal beach before being harvested by hand.

· In Phase 1, the Tribe would establish five acres of on-bottom bag cultivation at a maximum commercial bag density of 4,000 bags per acre with the remaining acreage being used for on-bottom loose oyster culture. The contiguous 5-acre area for on-bottom bag culture would be located near the northeastern boundary of a 50-acre lease parcel, in proximity to the boat access sites.

· In Phase 2, the Tribe would increase cultivation to 10 acres

· In Phase 3, the Tribe would increase cultivation to up to 20 acres, in rotation over the 34-acre project site, with a maximum of 80,000 bags being used, depending on project outcomes and adaptive management.

· Management of the farming operation also entails set up, maintenance (flipping bags and remove biofouling), and harvest (Oyster bags stacked for harvest are retrieved from the site during high tide using a mechanized lift) which would include:

		

		Timing

		Site Visit Duration (hrs.)



		# Visits per month

		# people on site per day

		    Tidal Range     for visit 

(MLLW)

		Activity



		*Gear placement /removal

		Late March. – April 

& 

Mid Oct. – Mid Nov.

		4 - 6

		5 - 6

		7 - 15

		+1 to -2.5 

		Set up &/or removal of on-bottom bags



		Bag Maintenance

		Year Round 

		4 - 6

		2 - 6

		~3 - 6

		+1 to -2.5

		Manually flip bags, remove biofouling



		Harvest

		Year Round

		4 - 6

		2 - 6

		~4 - 6 

		+1 to -2.5

		Manually harvest beach oysters or oyster bags







The description of operations provides estimates of access needed, with tidal elevation providing the only indication of maximum potential access. Tribal staff has indicated that it is difficult to estimate the needed level of access before commencing operations and that access could be greater than predicted (E. Tobin, Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe, pers comm, May 10, 2021). State, County and Corps permits and WADNR lease 20-B13012 do not preclude additional access (additional dates, length of time, visits/month or people on site), if necessary to conduct operations.

History of Oyster Shellfishing and Aquaculture at Dungeness NWR:

· Prior to refuge establishment, Native American presence in the area dates back to 12,000 years ago and on the Olympic Peninsula, prehistoric people were small groups of hunters and gatherers who moved around to utilize both terrestrial and marine resources. Spits were utilized for gathering shell resources and as launch sites for fishing. In 1907, Harlan L. Smith documented numerous shell middens and burials in the vicinity of what is now Dungeness NWR.

· Commercial oyster aquaculture (aka farm) has occurred on the site since 1953 	Comment by Ogura, Christine: Unit established in 1915 though, so what regulated the activity back then?  Is the Dungeness Unit the same area we are talking about now? 

· The Tribe previously operated a commercial oyster farm on-site between 1990 and 2005, although different production methods were used at that time. Operations ceased in 2005 because of concerns over water quality, including fecal coliform, in Dungeness Bay. 	Comment by Ogura, Christine: So how did this occur in a refuge back then?  

· Compatibility determinations established in 1994 closed the Use Easement area to motorized powerboats from October 1 – Mid-May and implement a no-wake zone from mid-May – September 30.

· Recreational shellfishing (clamming and crabbing on foot/boat access only during May 15-September 30) was addressed (and approved) in the 1997 Final Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Management of Public Use for Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge established. 

· The first lease issued by WADNR to the Tribe was the October 15, 1990 lease which permitted 25 acres of longline oyster culture (clustered oysters) and 5 acres of on-bottom loose oyster culture. Unlike subsequent leases issued, this lease was issued at a time when no compatibility determinations existed to ensure the lease was issued in line with refuge purposes.	Comment by Ogura, Christine: By WADNR with no closure stipulation because no CDs in place right? This was commercial as well [see comment box below]? So how was this lease in line with refuge purpose?  We didn’t do any CDs associated with this activity then?

· Commercial shellfish cultivation has not occurred within the Refuge since 2005.	Comment by Ogura, Christine: What is the history on this?  How did this happen? How was the decision made? So 2007 lease wasn’t commercial then?  Is it for subsistence? 

· The second lease issued by WADNR to the Tribe replaced the expired 1990 lease and was issued on October 24, 2007 lease (Lease #20-A13012 ) from WADNR to JST. It permitted 60 aqua purses on a 100x100 foot area for oyster cultivation and a 50x100 foot geoduck test plot. To reduce impacts to waterfowl, Exhibit B of the lease required the Tribe to plan onsite work from May 15 – July 30 and confer with the Service if it was necessary to work outside that window, conditions in line with refuge purpose (closures).  This lease was the only one executed since the 1994 CDs related to boating (establishing Oct 1-May 14 closure requirements) was signed. Within the footprint of the ~50 acre lease area (same as the 2021 lease), JST was allowed: “60 aqua-purses. The size, location, and culture methods used to grow oysters will be discussed and approved by DNR and USFW prior to establishment. The Tribe will strive to recognize and plan work in the Bay from May 15 through July 30 when cultivation activities will be least disruptive to use of the Bay by Brant and other waterfowl. The Tribe will confer with USFW before conducting activities on the lease outside this window.”  

· The 2013 CCP and associated recreational shellfishing CD describe refuge shellfishing (mollusks and Dungeness crab) within the Use Easement tidelands as open from May 15 – September 30, with a year-round closure within 100 yards of the mean high tide line. [footnoteRef:1]   [1:  The tidelands within ½ mile of the base of the spit are open to foot access only and the rest of the tidelands are accessible by boat only. Pacific oysters (Crassostrea gigass) are an introduced species (from Japan). The native Olympia oyster (Ostrea lurida) was likely never found in the Refuge tidelands because of their need of a freshwater influence. Previously farmed Pacific oysters and remnants of farm structures (e.g., PVC pipes and ropes) can be found in and adjacent to the lease area.] 


· In 2015, after significant clean-up efforts by a variety of stakeholders, the Washington State Department of Health provided conditional approval (closed to harvest November 1 – January 31) for aquaculture in the portion of Dungeness Bay where the proposed project site is located. 

· The 2007 lease expired July 31, 2017 and was then entered into a holdover status until permits could be obtained by JST.

· The third lease issued by WADNR to the Tribe was issued on August 19, 2021, Aquatic Lands Oyster Aquaculture Lease No. 20-B13012. It was issued by WADNR without conditions necessary to ensure consistency with Refuge purposes (e.g., 2007 lease conditions).

Legal/Policy foundations for regulating oyster aquaculture activity at the refuge:

The Refuge’s 2013 CCP does not address commercial oyster shellfishing (or any other economic activity). Shellfishing in the Refuge does not include oyster harvesting; all oysters in the area are privately owned. Additionally, use of the Refuge for fishing and shellfishing is limited because there are areas in the local vicinity that offer higher quality opportunities for these experiences.

The CCP and associated CDs allow recreational use of the tidelands only from May 15 – September 30. 

The Refuge’s 1994 compatibility determinations and 1997 Management of Public Use for Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge Environmental Assessment limited recreational use of the Use Easement deeded tidelands to May 15 – September 30, at no wake speeds. Access during the open season was allowed by boat at no wake speeds for shellfishing, wildlife observation, photography, motorized boating (no wake) and non-motorized boating. A year-round closure was identified within 100-yards of the shores of Dungeness and Graveyard Spits.     

However a 1986 Refuge Management Plan….	Comment by Ogura, Christine: Does the 1986 management plan say anything about shellfishing? 

· For the purpose of “establishing and maintaining on these lands a wildlife refuge,” the State of Washington conveyed 321 acres as permanent easement on tidelands of the second class to the United States of America, USFWS, on May 29, 1943, (Deed No. 18251 App. No. 10585), under the authority described in Section 152, Chapter 255, State of Washington Laws of 1927. Easement agreement stipulates that leases issued by the State must be in line with refuge purposes, “allows the Service to assert reasonable limitations on aquaculture leases—including limitations that may make aquaculture unprofitable or impractical—so long as those limitations are tied to refuge purposes.”

· January 15, 2016 SOL memo determined USFWS determined the Refuge does not have jurisdiction over the 50-acre lease area within the use easement tidelands because we determined that aquaculture leases are consistent with the Refuge’s tidelands easement. As a result, no compatibility determination or concurrence by the Refuge is required for actions within the lease area associated with oyster farming. 

· However, the state did not issue the August 2021 with same stipulations.[footnoteRef:2] Therefore, per 7/13/21 SOL memo, the Refuge would need to do an access CD as well as CD on the commercial activity itself (since it is not in line with refuge purpose - “the Service should consider what activities, if any, will occur outside of the lease area, or perhaps within the lease area but not covered by the lease itself. These activities will include access to and from the lease area and may include staging of equipment or other activities. Second, for each of the actions outside of the lease area, the Service should determine what approvals, if any, would normally be required for that activity.”). [2:  However, WADNR did issue the lease with a general clause, subject to other prior rights, which technically could included the easement agreement, thereby covering WDNR legally for not explicitly inserting conditions in the lease as they did in 2007.] 


· If lease is not amended accordingly, trespass action against WDNR could be taken as they leased a property interest they don’t own AND/OR trespass actions could also be taken against JST.

· The same memo also concludes that the Tribe’s treaty rights do not substantially change this analysis.

· The Tribe is a signatory to the Treaty of Point No Point, January 26, 1855 (12 Stat. 933), where the Tribe reserved certain fishing rights, but agreed that “they shall not take shell-fish from any beds staked or cultivated by citizens.”

· The shellfish aquaculture lease at the Refuge is covered by a Settlement Agreement approved by the court in 2007. United States v. Washington, 20 F.Supp.3d 828, 849 (W.D.Wash. 2007) (table including lease no. 20013012). All of the identified leases—including the lease at issue here—are defined as “covered tidelands” which “are deemed as of the date of this Settlement Agreement to be ‘staked or cultivated by citizens’ for the purpose of implementing” the Treaty of Point No Point. Therefore, in carrying out activities relating to the lease, the Tribe is not exercising its treaty-reserved shellfishing rights.

· Policies:

· New Compatibility Determination (603 FW1/2) for the following uses were determined by the Project Leader, Refuge Supervisor, and Regional Chief to be needed:

· Access for commercial aquaculture through the Refuge to the leased tidelands for the commercial activity during the closure period. This area is not covered by the lease.

· Gear retrieval should gear float away within and outside the leased area.

· Existing CDs:

· The Refuge’s 1994 compatibility determinations limited boat access of the Use Easement deeded tidelands to May 15 – September 30, at no wake speeds. A year-round closure was identified within 100-yards of the shores of Dungeness and Graveyard Spits.  

· Boat access to and from the leased tidelands is already covered by a 2013 CD and allows boat traffic from May 15 – September 30 only.  	Comment by Ogura, Christine: Did 2013 succeed the 1994 CD?

· Biological Integrity, Diversity, and Environmental Health (601 FW3) “ensure[s] that the biological integrity, diversity, and environmental health of the National Wildlife Refuge System are maintained for the benefit of present and future generations of Americans...” The policy is an additional directive for refuge managers to follow while achieving refuge purpose(s) and the Refuge System mission.

· Economic Use Regulation (CFR.50§29.1) “we may only authorize public or private economic use of the natural resources of any national wildlife refuge, in accordance with 16 U.S.C. 715s, where we determine that the use contributes to the achievement of the national wildlife refuge purposes or the National Wildlife Refuge System mission. We may authorize economic use by appropriate permit only when we have determined the use on a national wildlife refuge to be compatible. Persons exercising economic privileges on national wildlife refuges will be subject to the applicable provisions of this subchapter and of other applicable laws and regulations governing national wildlife refuges. Permits for economic use will contain such terms and conditions that we determine to be necessary for the proper administration of the resources. Economic use in this section includes but is not limited to grazing livestock, harvesting hay and stock feed, removing timber, firewood or other natural products of the soil, removing shell, sand or gravel, cultivating areas, or engaging in operations that facilitate approved programs on national wildlife refuges.”

· A use was not compatible if it materially interfered with or detracted from the purpose(s) for which a refuge was established (Refuge Manual, Section 5 RM 20.6A).  CITE ONLY IF RELATED TO 1986 Refuge Management Plan.

· Relevant refuge purpose(s):

· Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) was established by Executive Order (E.O.) 2123 on January 20, 1915 for the land to be “…as a refuge, preserve and breeding ground for native birds.”

· “... to conserve (A) fish or wildlife which are listed as endangered species or threatened species .... or (B) plants ...” 16 U.S.C. § 1534 (Endangered Species Act of 1973)	Comment by Ogura, Christine: Are these the most compelling ones to identify?

Ditto below.

· “... for the development, advancement, management, conservation, and protection of fish and wildlife resources ...” 16 U.S.C. § 742f(a)(4) (Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956)

· Executive Order 13186. Responsibilities of Federal Agencies to Protect Migratory Birds

· Laws:

· House Report 105-106 accompanying the National Wildlife Refuge System Improvement Act of 1997 (Public Law 105-57) states “the fundamental mission of our System is wildlife conservation: wildlife and wildlife conservation must come first.”

· Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918

· The Endangered Species Act of 1973

· Coastal Zone Management Act, as Amended (16 U.S.C. § 1451 et seq.)	Comment by Ogura, Christine: Does CZM apply? 



Other Legal/Policy issues related to the proposed activity:

· Washington State:

· WADNR: 

· The subject tidelands have covered status under the multiparty 2007 Settlement Agreement for Subproceeding No. 89-3 (Shellfish)3 filed under the U.S. District Court, Western District of Washington, in relation to United States of America, et al vs. State of Washington, et al, case number C70-9213-RSM. Thus, the lease is one of a finite set of aquatic lands leases that are considered “covered leases” governed under that 2007 Settlement Agreement.

· All Washington State fishing regulations apply to fishing and shellfishing activities in the Refuge.	Comment by Ogura, Christine: This is recreational though right?  

· ACOE:

· July 27, 2021 ACOE issued a permit to establish a commercial aquaculture operation under Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899.[footnoteRef:3]   [3:  The Tribes Operation Plan submitted to all permitting agencies requires year-round access for farm operations.  None of the permits/lease preclude year-round access, or access in excess of the estimates provided in the Operational Plan (e.g., number of site visits, duration of visits, seasonality, or # of workers). The Tribe has not provided maximum access limits because they stated it is difficult to estimate the amount of access needed prior to starting operations. ACOE permit states: “This permit does not obviate the need to obtain other Federal, State, or local authorization required by law”.  ACOE decision memo identifies the USFWS responsibility to ensure compatibility of activities within the Refuge multiple times. ACOE did not review under 404 because they concluded that the bags did not meet the definition of fill.  ] 


· Refuge submitted comments on proposed permit expressing concern over the activity.  Subsequently 8/6/2019 letter sent by RD Thorson withdrawing those comments expressing support for permit if activities occur outside of the migration and wintering periods.[footnoteRef:4] 	Comment by Ogura, Christine: Less impactful location on refuge? [4:  Original comments submitted identified concerns/impacts (based on literature) and recommended seasonal access or relocation to a less impactful location.  ] 


· US Geological Survey staff provided feedback during at a joint meeting with the Tribe, and Olympic Audubon Society indicated they provided monitoring plan comments to the Tribe citing similar concerns

· Clallam County: Shoreline Substantial Development Permit (SSDP) and a Shoreline Conditional Use Permit (SCUP) by Clallam County for Phase 1 development. The Tribes Operation Plan submitted to all permitting agencies requires year-round access for farm operations. The proposal will be reviewed prior to Phase 2 operations, or within 5 years from commencement of phase 1 operations. If it is determined the proposal is impacting these areas, then the County may require additional conditions or declare the proposal void until a new shoreline application permit is obtained. Permit required Avian Monitoring MOU with FWS or Audubon, twice annual beach clean-ups of marine debris on Dungeness and Graveyard Spits [in closed area].	Comment by Ogura, Christine:  Phase 1 is first 2 years?	Comment by Ogura, Christine: In the closed area?  Would this be done via already approved CD or for proposed CD for gear retrieval or access? 

· Anticipate multiple non-governmental organizations will likely bring suit if activity is allowed to move forward during closed period. These organizations include entities that have won lawsuits regarding aquaculture and have specifically requested information regarding compatibility of this activity. 	Comment by Ogura, Christine: Any updates on this? 



Other designations related to the proposed activity:

· Adjacent to the easement area Graveyard Spit is a designated Research Natural Area, an “area where natural processes are allowed to predominate without human intervention,” and limits activities to research, study, observation, monitoring, and educational activities that are nondestructive, nonmanipulative, and maintain unmodified conditions.	Comment by Ogura, Christine: Who manages?  Is this state designation? 

· The Use Easement tidelands are an Important Bird Area as designated by the American Bird Conservancy and National Audubon Society. 

· The North Pacific Coast Regional Shorebird Management Plan identifies Dungeness Bay as a site that qualifies as a Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network site of Regional Importance.

Additional USFWS involvement (ES and Mig Birds):

· Permit from ACOE section 7 consultation.  Refuge and Ecological Services (ES) worked with the Tribe to address gear retrieval. The Tribe drafted a gear surveillance and monitoring plan for submittal to the Corps, and ES provided Section 7 concurrence with the gear retrieval strategy October 20, 2020. Their letter to the Corps noted a compatibility determination and special use permit may be required for these activities outside the lease area.[footnoteRef:5]   [5:  The gear retrieval and monitoring plan was used as the basis for the Compatibility Determination currently under review.   ] 


· ACOE permit required as part of the permit a gear retrieval and a wildlife monitoring plan.  The Inventory and Monitoring Program, Migratory Birds Program and the Refuge provided technical assistance, reviewed the final draft document and provided joint feedback regarding major analytical limitations of the approach. The Tribe submitted the Avian Monitoring Plan without using the recommended methodology.  

· Clallam County Substantial Development and Conditional Use Permit Decision required the Tribe enter into an MOU with the Olympic Peninsula Audubon Society or USFWS addressing the scientific approach taken to monitor impacts of the proposal on the Refuge. The Tribe submitted the Avian Monitoring Plan that was also submitted to ACOE. It includes an approach that will not allow useful statistical analysis or the development of scientifically valid conclusions regarding disturbance effects. The County requested USFWS feedback on this plan on September 22, 2021.    	Comment by Ogura, Christine: So have they developed MOU with us or Audubon? Is this a requirement before the Tribe can begin? 

Summary of Communications History with JST:

JST and the Service have collaborated on a number of projects including restoration of shoreline habitat to benefit salmon and assessing refuge sites for potential Olympia oyster restoration.  JST and the Refuge also engaged in communications during the development and finalization of the Refuge’s 2013 CCP.  From the CCP, the Refuge also has partnered with JSTS to provide at least 1 Native American cultural program per year.	Comment by Ogura, Christine: So we haven’t done this?

Specific to the issue of commercial oyster operations, a more extensive document updated live is available, however here is a summary of communications:

· 2015-2016 meetings with JST to discuss compatibility and explain process. From the beginning, closure periods were discussed and impacts to birds a concern expressed.  Type of activity, duration, and different areas were also discussed to identify compatibility possibilities.

· 2016 worked with JST to conduct eelgrass surveys

· 2016-2017:

· Meetings to discuss section 106

· JST permitting with ACOE and county began.  Refuge continued to be engaged in this process to provide comments on proposed activity

· 2018-2019:

· Refuge provided comments to JST regarding permit public comment period. Continued to be consistent with regard to closure periods.  

· Communicated that due to easement agreement (leases must be in line with refuge purpose), CD may not apply for activities in leased area, but other review for the activity may be needed before Refuge can allow use. 

· JST and RO USFWS leadership met

· 2020-2021 began working with JST on gear retrieval monitoring plan, including section 7 with ES and avian monitoring plan with Migratory Birds.

· September 2021 communicated with JST that an access CD would be required given that the lease was issued with no explicit dates and other similar language in their 2007 lease. 

· September 2021 communicated with JST that the county requested FWS input on avian monitoring plan. Called to let Hal know before we submitted our comments to the county. 

Summary of communication history with WADNR:

· WADNR:

· Since 2015 the Refuge has interacted with DNR at least 19 times regarding the proposed commercial aquaculture lease in the Use Easement tidelands of the Refuge. These interactions have included meetings, phone calls, emails, and a site visit.  We specifically discussed inclusion in the lease crafting process and/or concerns related to the proposed lease location/timing on at least six occasions. Additionally, DNR was present at a 2015 meeting with JST when Kevin Foerster and Sylvia Pelizza outlined concerns regarding the ability for commercial oyster aquaculture to meet compatibility and BIDEH requirements.  

· As JST received their permits from the county and ACOE, communications occurred May, June, and July 2021 to discuss review and input into the lease. Main POC Sean Carlson, DNR Aquatic Lands Manager for Puget Sound.

· September 2021 communicated with WDNR our concerns regarding the way the lease was issued (not in line with refuge purpose) and the opportunity to hold/amend until this could be resolved.   
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From: BrownScott, Jennifer <jennifer_brownScott@fws.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, September 28, 2021 12:13 PM

To: Ogura, Christine <christine_ogura@fws.gov>

Subject: Re: Time (maybe one hour?) to help me fill in the attached summary document?

| think | have provided the requested information. If | missed something or need to provide
additional clarity, let me know.

Wishing you a terrific Tuesday.

-jennifer

Jennifer Brown-Scott

Project Leader

Washington Maritime National Wildlife Refuge Complex

715 Holgerson Road

Sequim, WA 98382

(360) 457-8451

~~Dungeness NWR~Protection Island NWR~San Juan Islands NWR~Copalis NWR~Flattery Rocks
NWR~Quillayute Needles NWR™~~

From: BrownScott, Jennifer <jennifer _brownScott@fws.gov>

Sent: Monday, September 27, 2021 11:07 AM

To: Ogura, Christine <christine_ogura@fws.gov>

Cc: Stenvall, Charlie <charlie_stenvall@fws.gov>

Subject: Re: Time (maybe one hour?) to help me fill in the attached summary document?

Happy Monday!

| am working on it now. As long as no "fires" erupt. | should be able to update the requested
information by COB tomorrow.

If you need the document/discussion before then, please let me know.

Hope you have a delightful day.

-jennifer

Jennifer Brown-Scott
Project Leader
Washington Maritime National Wildlife Refuge Complex
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715 Holgerson Road

Sequim, WA 98382

(360) 457-8451

~~Dungeness NWR~Protection Island NWR~San Juan Islands NWR~Copalis NWR~Flattery Rocks

NWR~Quillayute Needles NWR~~

From: Ogura, Christine <christine_ogura@fws.gov>

Sent: Monday, September 27, 2021 8:44 AM

To: BrownScott, Jennifer <jennifer_brownScott@fws.gov>

Cc: Stenvall, Charlie <charlie_stenvall@fws.gov>

Subject: Time (maybe one hour?) to help me fill in the attached summary document?

Morning Jennifer,

| hope you had a good weekend.

Per my previous email, | put together a summary document for the oyster aquaculture issue.
There are several places | would appreciate you helping me to fill in the blanks, clarify/confirm
facts, and add anything additional you think would be important in this summary document.
The purpose of this document is to pull together all the key facts and points to provide
decision makers and/or be the foundation to pull information from in meetings or other
future documents that may need to be pulled together.

If you had maybe one hour sometime this week to review this with me together (Teams call, |
share screen, and type as we go along so | can ask clarifying questions as we go over), this
would be appreciated. Of note, the yellow highlighted sections would be the focus of the
discussion.

Charlie - feel free to join as well if you wanted.

Thanks and please take care,
Christine

Christine Ogura

Acting Regional Chief, National Wildlife Refuge System

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Interior Region 9 (Idaho, Oregon, Washington, NW Montana)

Interior Region 12 (American Samoa, Guam, Hawaii, Northern Mariana Islands)
911 NE 11th Avenue, 4E

Portland, OR 97232

Cell: 503-913-8027

Email: christine_ogura@fws.gov
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