
From: BrownScott, Jennifer
To: Wilson, Frank S
Subject: Letter of Agreement: Treaty Fishing
Date: Thursday, October 28, 2021 3:35:31 PM
Attachments: Tribal Fishery MOA_DNWR 1983.pdf

Please find attached the Letter of Agreement for Management of the Tribal Fishery on
Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge. Unfortunately, this electronic copy is only signed by
Jamestown S'Klallam and the Service. However, the 2013 Dungeness CCP states the following
"In 1983,
the USFWS and the three S’Klallam Tribes signed a Letter of Agreement for Management of
the
Tribal Fishery on Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge", so I assume there is a fully signed copy
in the files.

Hope this information is helpful.

-jennifer

__________________________________________
Jennifer Brown-Scott
Project Leader
Washington Maritime National Wildlife Refuge Complex
715 Holgerson Road
Sequim, WA 98382
(360) 457-8451
 
~~Dungeness NWR~Protection Island NWR~San Juan Islands NWR~Copalis NWR~Flattery Rocks
NWR~Quillayute Needles NWR~~
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Purpose 


LETTER OF AGREEMENT 


rOR MANAGEMENT OF THE TRIBAL FISHERY 


ON DUNGENESS NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 


During the past few years there has been considerable confusion over 


thu interpretation of treaty fishing activities of the tHbes, which 


were parties of the Point No Point Treaty (PNPT), on Dungeness Nat­


ional Wildlife Refuge (NWR). The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 


is proposing this Letter of Agreement to clarify the areas of confusion 


and provide guidelines for the orderly management of the Tribal fishery 


on Dungeness NWR. 


The USFWS recognizes that the Indian treaty fishing rights include the 


right of access to National Wildlife Refuge lands. This i:; a treaty 


right against land owned by the United States. The Tribe's (Lower Elwha 


Klallam, Jamestown Klallqm and Port Gamble Klallam) of PNPT have the 


right to· fish, in Dungeness Bay and Harbor, by set nets or other 


traditional methods, or by modern or improved fishing techniques. 


Principles of Agreement 


To promote mutual understanding and cooperation between the USFWS and 


the Tribes (Lower Elwha Klallam, Jamestown Klallam, and Port Gamble 


Klallam) of the PNPT and to provide for orderly conduct of the fishery 


on the Dungeness NWR the USFWS is proposing the following principles: 


l. During the prescribed fishing seasons, established by the


Tribes and the Washington Departments of Game and Fisheries,


t112 Tribes (Lo1�er Elwha Klallam, Jamestown Klal lan, and Port


G.;r.,ble Klal lam) of the PNPT may conduct their fishery in


O,,ngeness Bay and Harbor in compliance with tribal and


applicpble state regulations.







• 


2. Access by tribal members and fish buyers to the Refuge areas,


which are the usual and accustomed fishing grounds and stations


of the Tribes (lower Elwha Klallam, Jamestown Klallam and Port


Gamble Klallam), is limited to boat and foot.


3. Leaving equipment (boats, nets, etc) on the Refuge lands is


discouraged. The owner assumes ail risks associated with


unattended equipment.


4. The Tribes (Lower Elwha Klallam, Jamestown Klallam and Port


Gamble Klallam) of the PNPT may set fires for camping and


curing fish and construct temporary shelters as has been


dune traditionally. Fires should not be left unattended.


Camp sites should be totally removed and fire pits extinguished


and covered with sand at the conclusion of the fishing season.


5. The USFWS prohibits firearms, pets, and littering while on


Refuge lands.


6. The Tribal enforcement division will be responsible for assuring


compliance with the above principles and with Tribal fishery


regulations and will respon�to complaints from USFWS personnel


for reasons of non-compliance.


7. The Tribes will notify the USFWS of opening and closing dates


of the fishing seasons on Dungeness NWR.


8. The USFWS agrees to discourage visitors to the Dungeness NWR


from vandalizing fishing gear or otherwise disturbing Indian


fisl1ing activities on Refuge lands.
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The above principles will provide for continuity, orderly conduct., and 


rnutua 1 understanding of the Tribal fishery on Oungeness Nv/R. This 


agreement will remain in effect until cancelled by either party. It 


is hoped that any points of disagreement that may arise in the future 


would be mutually work�d out and added as amendments to this agreement 


rather than cancelling the document. 


Both parties agree to the principles as stated. 


Chairman, Port Gamble Klallam Tribe 


FWS 










