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From: Bethany McDonald

To: Sanguinetti, Pamela A CIV USARMY CENWS (US)
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Proposed Dungeness Oyster Farm
Date: Tuesday, May 26, 2020 6:53:04 PM

I'm amazed that this is even being considered. This is so wrong for so many reasons that you already know. Please
don't apologize to future generations, current bird and fish populations and those seeking a pristine environment to
heal themselves.

The benefit of more farm raised oysters just doesn't balance with the destruction and disturbance that this will bring.
Please be rational. This is a bad idea, just say so.

Bethany McDonald
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From: Sue

To: Sanguinetti, Pamela A CIV USARMY CENWS (US)

Cc: Sue Chickman

Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Comments on Reference Case #: 2007-1213
Date: Tuesday, May 26, 2020 2:07:29 PM

Reference: Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe; NWS-2007-1213

Hi Pam, are you kidding me? You know what’s at stake here.

Thank you for allowing me to comment on the proposed oyster project in a NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE,
Dungeness, Case #2007-1213.

Please don’t allow such a horrendous and damaging project to go forward. This project will be the end of the Brants
and other overwintering birds in the Bay. This project will likely severely damage the fragile eelgrass beds and
make them unavailable to the wildlife that depend on them, even though the application states that these beds will be
avoided. The only way to avoid these beds is to not have presence there. This project will poison the Refuge’s
beaches with an overload of toxic plastics. This project will degrade the outdoor/wildlife enjoyment of thousands of
visitors to the Refuge. And so much more. Doesn’t the public have as much right to enjoy a wild and protected area
as a commercial endeavor? Stop destroying our grandchildren’s and our planet’s future!

The Dungeness Wildlife Refuge’s website says: Recognizing the importance of the fertile habitats, President
Woodrow Wilson established the Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge on January 20, 1915 as a refuge, preserve,
and breeding ground for native birds. Today the graceful arch of Dungeness Spit continues to protect nutrient-rich
tideflats for migrating shorebirds in spring and fall; a quiet bay with calm waters for wintering waterfowl; an
isolated beach for harbor seals and their pups; and abundant eelgrass beds for young salmon and steelhead
nurseries.

This will not be able to be said if this project is approved.

I have no desire to harm the Tribe’s rights for making a living. I highly respect and support most every endeavor the
Tribe has conducted and is conducting in Clallam County, including its partnership with the Dungeness River
Audubon Center and its efforts to create a Medication-assisted treatment center in Sequim. However, the oyster
project contains too much overreaching damage and I must take a stand and request, BEG, and implore the
authorizing agencies to reconsider and NOT approve this application.

Hope you are well. It would be lovely to see you again...we could meet at, say, Wilcox Beach and view many of
the birds and their progeny you used to monitor for the FWS. Can you believe? That was 20 years ago!!!

All my best to you,
Sue Chickman

Sequim, WA 98382
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From: Phyllis Farrell

To: ecyrefedpermits@acy.wa.gov; Sanguinetti, Pamela A CIV USARMY CENWS (US)
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Proposed oyster permit near Dungeness Wildlife Refuge
Date: Tuesday, May 26, 2020 6:35:00 PM

I am opposed to any industrial operation so close to the Refuge which would interfere with bird and wildlife habitat
and behavior. This area is supposed to be protected, not used for commercial profit. Industrial aquaculture
interferes with shoreline ecological function, threatens forage fish habitat so important to salmon/Orca recovery and
pollutes with plastic debris.

While we need to respect tribal operations on tribal lands, this operation is on public lands using public waters. It
should not be used for commercial profit, but reserved for wildlife and public access.

Respectfully,

Phyllis Farrell

Sent from Mail <Blockedhttps://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986> for Windows 10
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From: Pauline Geraci

To: Sanguinetti, Pamela A CIV USARMY CENWS (US)
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Reference Case #: 2007-1213
Date: Tuesday, May 26, 2020 7:26:09 PM

A corporation intends to commercialize 34 acres of Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge with 80,000 plastic oyster bags.

I hope this isn't true! I live in this area. I walk the beach all the time and run and walk in the refuge. IT IS A REFUGE! Their are deer
and bald eagles, seals and otters. It is pristine. PLEASE DO WHATEVER YOU CAN TO NOT LET THIS HORRIBLE THING
HAPPEN!

<Blockedhttps://docs.google.com/uc?
export=download&id=0Bx2vCnaZciXkWnRuTUlIrc195QUU&revid=0Bx2vCnaZciXkU3FKZ0dvc3RKcUtDbytkWnlleIRqZ1pZOEZnPQ>
Pauline Geraci, Owner & Personal Trainer FitForLife Studio

Blockedhttp://www.fitforlifesequim.com/

360-464-5231

990 E. Washington St., Suite 103, Sequim, WA.
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From: Beverly Goldie

To: Sanguinetti, Pamela A CIV USARMY CENWS (US)
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Case # 2007-1213
Date: Tuesday, May 26, 2020 10:34:08 AM

I am writing in strong opposition to any approval of the application for a shellfish operation in the Dungeness
Wildlife Refuge.

Our Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge in Washington State’s Salish Sea is one of the most pristine national
refuges. This Refuge was dedicated in 1915 for its abundance of eelgrass which sustains migrating and resident
birds, their feeder fish and salmon. The site hosts more than 250 species of birds, some of which nest ad raise their
young here. The 5.5 mile spit is one of the longest in the world and is a major U.S. attraction.

Please refer to this study for more information about how shellfish operations are harmful to the natural ecology of
our oceans:
Blockedhttps://www.omicsonline.org/open-access/ecological-consequences-of-oysters-culture-2332-2608-
1000198.php?aid=83576

Sincerely,
Dr. Beverly Goldie

<Blockedhttps://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-
email&utm_content=webmail&utm_term=icon>  Virus-free. Blockedwww.avast.com
<Blockedhttps://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-
email&utm_content=webmail&utm_term=link>
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From: Tim Karnes

To: Sanguinetti, Pamela A CIV USARMY CENWS (US); ecyrefedpermits@ecy.wa.gov
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] SAVE YOUR DUNGENESS NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE!
Date: Tuesday, May 26, 2020 12:16:49 PM

SAVE YOUR DUNGENESS NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE!

Please protect the Dungeness wildlife refuge and don’t allow commercial oyster farming in the area the impact on
the wildlife would be tragic. There is nothing good that could possibly happen by destroying the habitat on the
bottom of the ocean floor by planting polluting plastic bags so that some commercial operation can make money.
We are fast decimating the ocean floor and without a healthy ocean we will all cease to exist. We don’t need more
oysters we need a healthy ocean.

Tim Karnes
3014 W. Sequim Bay Rd.
Sequim WA. 98382
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From: Marlee Khastou

To: Sanguinetti, Pamela A CIV USARMY CENWS (US)
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Reference Case #: 2007-1213
Date: Tuesday, May 26, 2020 4:51:47 PM

I am writing to ask that the Dungeness Wildlife Protection area remain protected and not used for commercial oyster
production. This may have devastating effect on water quality among other impacts.

Marlee Khastou
12341 24th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98125
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From: MARY MCCULLOCH

To: Sanguinetti, Pamela A CIV USARMY CENWS (US)
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Oyster Bags on the Dungeness
Date: Tuesday, May 26, 2020 11:41:40 AM

A terrible idea!

Sent from my iPad
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From: Kevin McDonald

To: Sanguinetti, Pamela A CIV USARMY CENWS (US)
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Dungeness Spit and National Wildlife Refuge Tidelands
Date: Tuesday, May 26, 2020 6:22:15 PM

Ms. Sanguinetti,

I would like to comment on the proposal to have commercial oyster harvest within the Dungeness Spit, National
Wildlife Refuge Tidelands. This refuge qualifies as a Special Aquatic Site by it being designated as a National
Wildlife Refuge Tidelands. It has been designated as an important refuge for nesting birds as well as fish. All
beaches on Dungeness spit are in Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge and public access is limited to protect nesting
birds and other wildlife. It is difficult to invision and seemingly contradictory to have a commercial oyster culture
operating within the parameters that apply to a National Wildlife Refuge. To place large number of large plastic
bags on the surface of the tidelands and then to have them harvested by boat would destroy large area of creatures
living in the sediment who form the very basis of the food chain. The thought that one can place hundreds of plastic
bags on the tidelands and not add to the plastic polution of our marine waters is without basis in fact. The shore side
facilities, trucks, outboard gasoline engines, and hoists would further contribute to the pollution flowing into a
Wildlife Refuge.

It is truly remarkable that this illogical idea has even been proposed.

Regards,
Kevin McDonald
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From: Candace Milne

To: Sanguinetti, Pamela A CIV USARMY CENWS (US)
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Reference Case #: 2007-1213
Date: Tuesday, May 26, 2020 6:08:31 AM

Hi,

Please reject permitting an oyster farm in rhe Dungeness Refuge.
The birds and wildlife need their own undisturbed space. And we don't need more plastic in our waters.
As a caregiver, ['ve taken my previous Sequim clients to Cline Spit and Oyster House Rd 100's of times. We LOVE

these areas.

Thank you.

Candace Milne
Humptulips, Washington
(Previously Sequim, Wa.)
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From: Peter Newland

To: Sanguinetti, Pamela A CIV USARMY CENWS (US)
Cc: ecyrefedpermits@acy.wa.gov

Subject: [Non-DoD Source] CASE Number 2007-1213
Date: Tuesday, May 26, 2020 5:44:11 PM

Greetings Ms. Sanguinetti,

The above proposal is an unnecessary and dangerous assault on the Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge. It runs
counter to common sense and, if allowed, will undermine the essential goal of preserving habitat to support life in
the Salish Sea. The health of the planet is far more essential than expanding the applicants current oyster operations.
The Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge has been a protected public space for more than 100 years. This proposal
to open it to corporate exploitation and certain pollution should not be allowed to proceed. We urge the Army Corp
of Engineers to deny the application.

Regards,
Peter Newland
1035 Carl Johnson Road

Quilcene, WA 98376

<Blockedhttps://www.avast.com/antivirus>  This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus

software.
Blockedwww.avast.com <Blockedhttps://www.avast.com/antivirus>
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From: Stephanie Ostmann

To: Sanguinetti, Pamela A CIV USARMY CENWS (US)
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Proposed commercial oyster farming on Dungeness Spit
Date: Tuesday, May 26, 2020 10:06:32 AM

Dungeness Spit is a unique ecosystem, a preserve for both bird and
marine life. By its pristine nature and size it has no duplicate in
Washington state and well beyond. It is designated as a wildlife
preserve and has been so for over 100 years.

Commercial oyster production will negatively alter this special place,
leading to pollution by toxins and micro-plastics, disturbing the
feeding grounds of birds, seals and other wildlife. It is a beloved
destination for hikers for its incomparable beauty. We need to
understand that healthy ecosystems and aesthetics are critical
economically.

The Dungeness Spit should not be opened to commercial oyster
production or any other commercial venture. Please do not allow this
venture to proceed.

Sincerely,

Stephanie Ostmann



mailto:ostwomann@gmail.com

mailto:Pamela.Sanguinetti@usace.army.mil




From: Pamela Roberts

To: Sanguinetti, Pamela A CIV USARMY CENWS (US)
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Case #: 2007-1213: Oyster Farming in Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge
Date: Tuesday, May 26, 2020 12:10:25 PM

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Regulatory Branch
Attention: Pamela Sanguinetti

P.O. Box 3755, Seattle, Washington 98124-3755

Dear Ms. Sanguinett,

I am writing to express my concerns about the industrial oyster farm (reference Case #: 2007-1213) proposed in our
publicly-owned Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge. I urge you to deny this application for the following reasons:

Our Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge in Washington State’s Salish Sea is one of the most pristine national
refuges. This Refuge was dedicated in 1915 for its abundance of eelgrass which sustains migrating and resident
birds, their feeder fish and salmon. The salmon, some endangered themselves, are critical for the Endangered
southern resident ORCA whales whose population has dwindled to a precipitous level of 74. The site hosts more
than 250 species of birds, some of which nest and raise their young here. The 5.5 mile spit is one of the longest in
the world and is a major U.S. attraction.

This feedlot plan is to introduce 80,000 (beginning with 20,000) toxin-coated black-plastic bags of oyster spat.
Grown to a certain size in the plastic bags, the oysters will be spread out along acres of the Refuge beach to grow to
commercial size. The “on-bottom bags” are stretched across acres of benthic life, changing the foraging habitat
essential to the birds. Rows upon rows of bags are “nailed” to the ground by metal stakes sunk one foot into the
benthic life.

The plastic attracts and leaches toxic chemicals. It can break down into micro-plastics in the bird foraging area with
the potential for their ingestion of the plastic. They and others can get caught in and under the bags.

To access the bags oyster operation workers will walk through the Refuge bottom lands to clean off algae from the
bags, empty, distribute them along the beach and harvest them, further damaging the bottom land ecosystem. This
too will impact the salmon and forage fish ecosystem.

Migratory birds are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, but face many obstacles during migration:
pollution, shooting, lack of nourishment, fragmented and damaged habitat—including from industrialized shellfish
operations. This oyster operation would be yet another bird barrier.

Recognizing the importance of the fertile habitats, President Woodrow Wilson established the Dungeness National
Wildlife Refuge on January 20, 1915 as a refuge, preserve, and breeding ground for native birds. Today the graceful
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arch of Dungeness Spit continues to protect nutrient-rich tideflats for migrating shorebirds in spring and fall; a quiet
bay with calm waters for wintering waterfowl; an isolated beach for harbor seals and their pups; and abundant
eelgrass beds for young salmon and steelhead nurseries.

I urge you to deny this application for the proposed oyster farming activities within this priceless, protected wildlife
area.
Sincerely,

Pamela Roberts

PAMELA ROBERTS

752 Hectors Way

Quilcene, WA 98376

360-765-0124

pamelaroberts 1 @gmail.com <mailto:pamelaroberts | (@gmail.com>

Inspiring students to become the great thinkers and leaders of tomorrow
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From: Janet Stonington

To: Sanguinetti, Pamela A CIV USARMY CENWS (US)
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Case #2007-1213
Date: Tuesday, May 26, 2020 3:41:54 PM

Dear Ms. Sanguinetti:

I am a citizen who enjoys and appreciates the outdoors of the State of Washington. I am also a home owner in
Clallam County. I am writing to say that I oppose the oyster farm being proposed in the Dungeness National
Wildlife Refuge. I would like to rattle off all the reasons that it should not be there. I think you know them. But,
bottom line, it will defy the Clean water regulations and the River and Harbors Act. We don’t need to be doing that
to our Refuges. That is why they are refuges and should stay that way. If you don’t already know, that is one
special place. So, please, let’s leave it that way for now and for generations to come.

Sincerely,

Janet Stonington

Sent from Mail <Blockedhttps://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986> for Windows 10
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From: Kathy valentine

To: Sanguinetti, Pamela A CIV USARMY CENWS (US)
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Dungeness National Refuge--not oysters
Date: Tuesday, May 26, 2020 3:59:53 PM

Dear Ms. Sanguinetti,

I am a land owner in Clallam County and I am writing to strongly discourage allowing a commercial oyster bed
corporation to put plastic bags into our ecosystem in the Dungeness Wildlife Refuge. Why pollute our waters more?
Surely you aren't planning to give this project the go-ahead.

Think about what is there now and what won't be there if this is allowed to happen.

Please do NOT ALLOW THIS TO HAPPEN.

Thank you,
Kathy Valentine
Diamond Point Washington
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Ulrich W. Wilson

3056 Deer Park Road
Port Angeles, WA 98362
360 452 8102

May 9, 2020

Pamela Sanguinetti, Project Manager
US Army Corps of Engineers

P.O.B. 3755

Seattle, WA 98124-3755

Dear Pam,

My comments below are on the proposed project NWS-2007-1213,
Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe.

My educational background is in biological oceanography and
marine ornithology. As refuge biologist for the US Fish and
Wildlife Service I have carried out and published numerous long-
term ecological studies in Washington marine areas between 1979
and 2006. These investigations involved studying the relationships
between Black Brant, eelgrass and oyster culture operations at
Willapa Bay and Dungeness Bay, as well as studies of the breeding
biology and effects of El Nino on several bird species on the
Washington outer coast and Juan de Fuca Strait. Because of this
experience I feel well qualified to comment on the subject project.

The proposed project is not compatible with the ecology of
Dungeness Bay. It would likely result in reduced use of the bay by
Black Brant and other waterfowl species, thereby being in direct
conflict with management objectives of Dungeness National
Wildlife Refuge. Additional negative impacts will come from






changes in the natural current flow and sediment transport within
the bay, with adverse effects on the benthic communities and
eelgrass beds well beyond the proposed area of cultivation.

For these reasons I feel the proposed project NWS-2007-1213,
Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe should not be permitted.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,
U d. ], Wdeir—

Ulrich W. Wilson






