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In Reply Refer To: 
FWS/Rl /NWRS/FF01RWMT00 
 
February 27, 2019  
 
Pamela Sanguinetti 
P.O. Box 3755  
Seattle, WA  98124-3755 

Dear Ms.Sanguinetti:  
We appreciate this opportunity to provide comments on the US Army Corps of Engineers 
(Corps) and WA Department of Ecology (WADOE) permit application NWS-2007-1213 
submitted by Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe.   

 
We recognize Jamestown S'Klallam Tribe's efforts to reduce impacts from a proposed 
commercial aquaculture farm on State owned tidelands within the boundary of Dungeness 
National Wildlife Refuge (Refuge) through a variety of management practices (e.g., no 
dredging, pesticides or frosting, and providing a 25’ eelgrass buffer). Even with 
implementation of the best management practices, the operation of a commercial oyster 
farm within the area that supports the highest abundance of waterfowl and shorebirds 
within the Refuge (Complex, Unpublished Data 2010-2018), will cause an unacceptable 
level of impact. A description of the importance of this area, as well as potential impacts to 
wildlife and habitats was provided to Clallam County in April of 2018, and is provided as 
Attachment A.  

 
The number of on-bottom bags requested in this application (80,000) is a reduction in the 
number requested in the previous application submitted to Clallam County in April of 2018 
(SHR 2017-00011). However many of our previously stated concerns regarding the 
location of the operation; the large number of bags; the number of people and amount of 
access necessary for setup, planting, transplanting, maintenance and harvest activities; and 
anticipated disturbance of refuge wildlife and habitat remain the same. As such, we request 
that you consider the attached comment (Attachment A) in your assessment of the current 
application in addition to the amendments described below.  
 
Attachment C of the letter to Clallam County provided recommended Refuge specific 
conservation measures to reduce impacts to wildlife, habitats, and the public. After further 
assessment of impacts from human disturbance to migrating and wintering waterfowl and 
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