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Colonel Mark A. Geraldi 
District Engineer 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
P.O.  Box 3755 
Seattle, WA  98124-3755 
 
Attn: Ms. Pamela Sanguinetti 
 
Dear Colonel Geraldi: 
 
By this letter, we are withdrawing the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service comment letters dated 
February 27, 2019, and May 22, 2019, regarding the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe’s application 
for a commercial oyster operation within Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge (Refuge). After 
participating in Government-to-Government Consultation with the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe, 
we have a better understanding of their proposed aquaculture operation. Therefore please replace 
the previous two letters (referenced above) with this letter as the official comments from the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. 
 
We recognize there is little site-specific research available on impacts of commercial, on-bottom 
bag aquaculture to bird species found on the Refuge and note that different parties can derive 
divergent conclusions from the same studies. Nevertheless, we are concerned about potential 
impacts to Refuge wildlife and habitat based on the proposed location for this activity. We 
recommend operations and monitoring activities occur outside of the migration and wintering 
periods for shorebirds and waterfowl, should a permit be provided. The attached reference list 
may be of assistance in understanding Refuge habitat, management, and wildlife use and 
assessing potential impacts from human disturbance and in-water structures. 
 
We are committed to assisting with finding the least resource-disturbing approaches to this 
potential use. Thank you for accepting these comments in lieu of the aforementioned letters. If 
you have any questions regarding these comments, please contact Jennifer Brown-Scott at (360) 
457-845. 
 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
       Robyn Thorson 
       Regional Director   
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* Unpublished refuge-specific wildlife data is available upon request 

 


