
From: Elizabeth Tobin
To: Peterson, Lynn; Sissi Bruch; lauren@rasmussen-law.com; Hansi Hals; autojosh72@gmail.com; Thorson, Robyn;

Morrison, Hugh R; W Ron. Allen
Subject: RE: Tribe/FWS discussion of aquaculture lease within Dungeness NWR
Date: Thursday, October 28, 2021 6:24:33 PM
Attachments: JST_FWS_Meeting_102821_Tech Slides.pdf

Hello Lynn, Robyn and Hugh
 
Thank you again for the discussion this morning.  Per your request, attached is a copy of the slides
that I presented during our meeting. Please feel free to contact me with any questions on these
points, or any documents included as conditions of the DNR lease 20-B13012 identified in Exhibit B,
and secured permits referenced therein.
 
At the end of today’s call, we had discussed the need to have a follow-up conversation that focuses
on some long-standing issues we have experienced in our communications/consultations with the
Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge regarding the Tribe’s aquaculture operations, permits and lease.
It seems appropriate that this meeting would include Regional Director Thorsen, Deputy Director
Morrison and Jamestown Natural Resources staff: Director Hansi Hals, myself and Sissi Burch.  
 
Since Hansi is currently out of the office to be with her family during this difficult time, we will follow
up upon her return with proposed dates for this meeting.
 
Regards,
Liz
 
 
Elizabeth Tobin
Shellfish Program Manager
Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe
office: 360-681-4656
cell: 360-912-2961
email:etobin@jamestowntribe.org
 
 
 
 
-----Original Appointment-----
From: Bush, Jeanne E <jeanne.bush@sol.doi.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2021 1:01 PM
To: Peterson, Lynn; Sissi Bruch; lauren@rasmussen-law.com; Hansi Hals; Elizabeth Tobin;
autojosh72@gmail.com; Thorson, Robyn; Morrison, Hugh R; W Ron. Allen
Subject: Tribe/FWS discussion of aquaculture lease within Dungeness NWR
When: Thursday, October 28, 2021 9:00 AM-10:00 AM (UTC-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada).
Where:
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Jamestown Lease Access


Aerial photo 
of farm 
workers: skiff 
and crew of 
four, at 
designated 
landing area. 


Access path 
intersects < 3% 
of 2nd class 
tidelands







Boating activities during
Oct. 1 – May 15 closure period 


• Commercial & Subsistence Crabbing: June – March
• Coho Set & Drift Gillnet Fishery: September – November
• Steelhead Gillnet Fishery: December ‐ February
• Dozens of boats – no restrictions
• Water quality sampling: 1‐2x per month


Treaty Fishing & DOH Sampling
(compatible;         


daily/frequent access)


• Coho Drift Gillnet Fishery: September – November
• Winter Sport Crabbing: October – December  
• Dozens of boats 
• There is no closure period in State fishing regulations


Non‐Treaty Fishing 
(frequent access)


• Maintenance/Harvest: 2‐3 days, 2x per month (Jan – Dec)
• Gear placement/removal: 1 week, 2x per year (Mar/Apr & Oct/Nov)  
• 1 skiff or barge – access path avoids eelgrass; no wake speeds; noise 
insulation


Farm Lease Access
(Intermittent access) 







Black Brant 


• Use Dungeness Bay as a wintering 
area and spring staging site during 
migration along the Pacific flyway.


• Sensitive to human disturbance


• Positively correlated with eelgrass 
area 
o forge within eelgrass to increase 


energy reserves for migration and 
breeding.


‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐


• Site‐specific conservation 
measures to reduce potential 
disturbance associated with
access.







• Population Trend: significant small increase to stable (Partners in Flight Database) 
• Dungeness Bay’s average midwinter counts have increased since the 1980s (DNWR & 


WDFW unplub. data)
• 2021 Pacific Flyway Winter Brandt Survey = 151,643 brant
• Hunted recreationally (2 bird daily bag limit – 3‐day season in January). Hunting 


resumed in 2018 based on continued stable winter counts in Clallam county.


Black Brant 
Population Status 


10


100


1,000


10,000


1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010


Lo
g 
Co


un
t


Year


Christmas Bird Counts


(R2 = 0.32, p < 0.01)







Other 
Refuge 


Waterfowl & 
Shorebirds 


“It is anticipated that wildlife 
populations will find sufficient food 
resources and resting places such 
that their abundance and use of the 
Refuge will not be measurably 
lessened from Tribal fishing 
activities.”  


DNWR CCP – Compatible Use: Fishing, 
Other, Tribal


• >97% of 2nd class tidelands outside 
of lease access path







You don't often get email from jeanne.bush@sol.doi.gov. Learn why this is important
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Microsoft Teams meeting
Join on your computer or mobile app
Click here to join the meeting

Or call in (audio only)
+1 202-640-1187,,59017238#   United States, Washington DC
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