
From: BrownScott, Jennifer
To: Stenvall, Charlie
Subject: Fw: [EXTERNAL] Re: Self-Governance Compacting Dungeness Bay Refuge, Sequim, Washington
Date: Thursday, August 11, 2022 3:03:27 PM
Attachments: JST Ltr Re FWS Dungeness Refuge S-G negotiation (final)- 8.10.2022C.pdf

JST letter USFWS RE Dungeness Bay farm - Feb. 2 2022.pdf
USFWS LOA - Re Dungeness Bay Farm - 2.2.2022.docx
JST Dungeness Bay Watershed ad - May 2022.pdf

FYI. The attached letter will provide a better idea of the information that has been requested.

-jennifer

__________________________________________
Jennifer Brown-Scott
Project Leader
Washington Maritime National Wildlife Refuge Complex
715 Holgerson Road
Sequim, WA 98382
(360) 457-8451
 
~~Dungeness NWR~Protection Island NWR~San Juan Islands NWR~Copalis NWR~Flattery Rocks
NWR~Quillayute Needles NWR~~

From: Morrison, Hugh R <hugh_morrison@fws.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, August 10, 2022 4:32 PM
To: Ogura, Christine <christine_ogura@fws.gov>; BrownScott, Jennifer
<jennifer_brownScott@fws.gov>; Wilson, Frank S <Frank.Wilson@sol.doi.gov>; Dexter, Nathan L
<nathan_dexter@fws.gov>
Cc: Seto, Nanette <nanette_seto@fws.gov>; Aikin, Scott L <scott_aikin@fws.gov>
Subject: Fw: [EXTERNAL] Re: Self-Governance Compacting Dungeness Bay Refuge, Sequim,
Washington
 
All,

Attached is the letter from the Tribe outlining requested information. Much of what is
outlined was provided with the CCP or we discussed yesterday. Please let me know if you see
new requests beyond what we have discussed. I sent a meeting invitation for Monday at 10:30
to discuss (this is appeared to be the first time that worked for everyone).

Worth noting the cc: list on this latest letter.

Thanks,

Hugh

mailto:Jennifer_BrownScott@fws.gov
mailto:Charlie_Stenvall@fws.gov
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/dungeness/
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/protection_island/
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/San_Juan_Islands/
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/copalis/
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/flattery_rocks/
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/flattery_rocks/
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/quillayute_needles/



 


Sent Via Electronic Mail:  hugh_morrison@fws.gov 
Original Sent USPS 


August 10, 2022 
 
Hugh Morrison          
Acting Regional Director 
Interior Regions 9 & 12 
911 NE 11th Ave. 
Portland, Oregon 97232-4181 


Re:  Self-Governance Compacting Dungeness Bay Refuge, Sequim, Washington 
 
Dear Director Morrison: 


We appreciate the opportunity to meet with your team regarding our July 1, 2022, 
request to negotiate an agreement to return operations and management of the 
Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge to the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe in recognition of 
our ancestry and historical ownership of the lands and demonstrated ability and 
determination to protect both wildlife and the cultural heritage of our people. 
 
We feel the meeting was productive and a sense of urgency on the part of our Tribe 
was communicated.  Our Tribe would like to express appreciation that the USFW 
appears willing to provide the necessary information. The following information is 
important to receive in a timely manner so the Tribe can finalize its request: 


a. A clear and updated description of all PFSAs and related funds spent by USFWS 
at the Refuge.  


b. A current description of all the positions at USFWS that carry out the USFWS’s 
mission at the Refuge to include detailed information regarding duties, functions 
and responsibilities associated with said positions. 


c. A list of all current vacancies at USFWS and associated funding for these 
positions. 


d. An explanation of the expertise you deem essential to properly manage the 
refuge and whether USFWS outsources any of these obligations.   


e. A current and updated description of the land and all physical and other assets 
that are part of the Refuge to include property deeded to the USFWS that has 
become part of the Refuge as well as information on how this property is being 
used relative to the Refuge mission and agenda.  


f. A detailed map of the Refuge and all related properties, e.g., Sequim Bay 
properties. 


g. A status report on the condition of current facilities to include any maintenance or 
upgrade issues and whether facility expansion has been proposed or planned. 


h. A breakdown of all the funds that were spent on the Refuge by USFWS during 
the past 2 fiscal years and that it plans to spend on the Refuge in FY-2023. 
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i. Information related to the identification and justification of residuals and balance 
of funds that is available for the Tribe. 


j. An explanation of and legal justification for all inherent federal functions that 
USFWS carries out at the Refuge and the related funds necessary for those 
functions to be carried out.  


k. A current list of all intergovernmental agreements and/or any other agreement 
with private parties that the USFWS has in place that relate to the Refuge. 


As we discussed, we appreciate receiving this information within 2 weeks, or by August 


23rd, 2022.  Pursuant to further discussion, we will schedule our next negotiation 


session to take place after we receive the additional information requested. 


Further discussion of the lack of any response to the Tribe’s February 2022 request for 


a Letter of Agreement, and failure to communicate to the Tribe was briefly touched upon 


and we reiterated our continued frustration at the USFW delays and lack of support of 


the Tribe and its efforts.   


We trust that this negotiation will be consistent with the spirit and instruction of the 


President’s Executive Order #13175 Consultation and Coordination with Indian Tribal 


Governments, The Joint Secretarial Order #3403 on Fulfilling the Trust Responsibility to 


Indian Tribes in the Stewardship of Federal Lands and Waters, and the Memorandum of 


Understanding Regarding Interagency Coordination and Collaboration for the Protection 


of Tribal Treaty Rights and Reserved Rights, and its intent and promises repeatedly 


made by the DOI, Solicitor’s Office and other agencies regarding the commitment to the 


respect of Tribes and our Treaty rights.  


Our Tribe remains confident that the USFW can find a way to respect Tribal Treaty 


aquaculture and not attempt to hold Tribes back to techniques and practices of the 


nineteenth century when the Tribe was a signatory to the 1855 Treaty of Point No Point. 


Times have changed and practices and techniques evolve as a means of ensuring the 


survival of our people and our cultural traditions.  Holding Tribes back from utilizing 


advanced techniques and practices is not respectful of the Tribe’s deep commitment to 


the land, culture, and resources.  


We look forward to bringing this negotiation to a timely closure since this Refuge sits on 


top of our historical and cultural villages.  Our Tribe looks forward to becoming the 


primary steward of natural, historical and cultural resources of Dungeness Bay today 


and for future generations.  Thank you.  


Sincerely, 


 
W. Ron Allen, Chairman/CEO 
Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe 
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Attachments (3)  
 
Cc Deb Haaland, Secretary of Interior  
 Bob Anderson, Department of Interior Solicitor 
 Bryan Newland, Department of Interior Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs 
 Martha Williams, Director of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
 Ann Marie Bledsoe-Downes, Deputy Solicitor for Indian Affairs 
 Lynn Peterson, Regional Solicitor Pacific Northwest 


Loni Greninger, Jamestown Council Vice-Chair  
Lauren P. Rasmussen, General Counsel for the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe 
Geoff Strommer, Legal Counsel and Partner, Hobbs, Straus, Dean and Walker,  


LLP 
Hansi Hals, Jamestown Natural Resource Director  
Elizabeth (Liz) Tobin, Jamestown Shellfish Program Manager 
Nathan Dexter, USFWS Tribal Liaison 








 


February 2, 2022 


Robyn Thorson 


Regional Director 


National Wildlife Refuge System, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 


Interior Region 9 and Interior Region 12 (formerly Region 1) 


911 NE 11th Avenue, 4E 


Portland, OR 97232 


Sent via Email: robyn_thorson@fws.gov  


Re:  Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe’s proposed Letter of Agreement regarding the 


management of Dungeness Oyster Farm 


 
Director Thorson: 


On behalf of our Tribe, I am pleased to submit a proposed Letter of Agreement 


regarding the management of Dungeness Bay Oyster Farm, operated on Washington 


State aquatic tidelands, within the boundaries of the Dungeness National Wildlife 


Refuge.  From Jamestown’s perspective, this is an essential short-term remedy which 


can be executed by you right away while we mutually work toward a long-term solution.   


The Tribe will continue to seek a permanent resolution which respects treaty reserved 


rights related to access and resources within the boundaries of Dungeness National 


Wildlife Refuge.  Under the U.S. Constitution, treaties are part of the supreme law of the 


land, and, as you know, federal statutes do not abrogate treaties, so we are confident 


there is a way forward for our rights to be respected and our culture to be preserved.   


In the meantime, please review our proposed Letter of Agreement.  I urge a timely 


response. 


Sincerely, 


  
W. Ron Allen 
Tribal Chair/CEO 
 
Cc: Hugh Morrison, Assistant Regional Director, USFWS  


Loni Greninger, Jamestown Council Vice-Chair 
Lauren P. Rasmussen, Attorney  


 Hansi Hals, Jamestown Natural Resource Director 
 Elizabeth (Liz) Tobin, Jamestown Shellfish Program Manager 



https://www.fws.gov/refuges/

https://www.fws.gov/

https://www.fws.gov/pacific/

mailto:robyn_thorson@fws.gov




Letter of Agreement for the Management of the Dungeness Bay Oyster Farm

Between Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe and U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Page 1 of 2

Letter of Agreement

between

Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe and U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

February 2, 2022 

PURPOSE:  The USFWS and Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe seek mutual understanding and agreement regarding the oyster operations that are located on a Washington State aquatic tideland lease.  Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe proposes this letter to record points of agreement and to provide guidelines for ongoing management of the operation.

BACKGROUND: 

In 1855, the S’Klallam agreed to a treaty with the United States that guaranteed their “right of taking fish at usual and accustomed grounds and stations.”  The Treaty of Point No Point (“Treaty”), of which the S’Klallam are signatory, was negotiated on January 26, 1855, ratified March 8, 1859, and proclaimed April 29, 1859 (Treaty, 12 Stat. 933 (1855)).  Under settled principles of treaty interpretation, the right of taking fish at usual and accustomed grounds and stations means what it meant to the treaty negotiators and signatories.  

The Dungeness spit is part of the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribes ancestral homeland.  It contains burial grounds, areas of historical importance and historical events to the Tribe. The Tribe’s villages were located at the shoreline, and the refuge lands were part of their territory.  Nevertheless, the Tribe’s rights and cultural interests were not considered when the lands were designated for refuge status.  However, under federal law, none of these actions abrogate the Tribe’s rights. 

In 1915, Executive Order 2123 proclaimed the creation of the Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge in the portion of the refuge generally considered the Spit, to serve as a preserve and breeding ground for native birds.  The EO did not erase nor abrogate Tribal treaty rights related to access or resources, although it failed to acknowledge and properly preserve these reserved rights or respect the unique importance of the area to the S’Klallam.  The refuge purpose should have, in 1915, indicated that the lands were ancestral homelands and that the Tribe would always be consulted regarding preservation actions.  It should have called out Tribal cultural activities, including aquaculture or fish enhancement, as a reserved right preserved within the refuge.  The federal government failed to consult with Tribes regarding their rights, cultural practices, or needs on their historical homelands.

In 1943, the United States wished to expand the Refuge to include aquatic tideland area.  An application was submitted to the State of Washington for an easement to use the second-class tidelands adjacent to Dungeness Spit for purposes of a wildlife refuge.  The governor executed an easement to the United States for the second-class tidelands in 1943, with the state retaining fee ownership.  The easement did not erase or abrogate reserved Tribal treaty rights related to access or resources, or limit Tribal activities, even when it failed to properly acknowledge or protect and preserve these reserved rights or consult with the Tribes regarding this decision.

In 1983, USFWS provided written recognition of the Indian Treaty Right including the right of access to Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge lands, and that the S’Klallam have the right to fish and engage in all cultural and spiritual practices in Dungeness Bay and Harbor by traditional methods, or by modern and improved fishing techniques.  A Letter of Agreement was negotiated and signed to expressly include a recognition of the rights to access by the Tribes and use modern fishing techniques.

In 1990, the Tribe initiated its oyster farm at the request of Tribal elders who wished to preserve cultural identity and secure future generations an opportunity to harvest seafood from Dungeness Bay.  

Since 1990, Jamestown has accessed its farm per authorization of WA DNR lease, without special conditions or limitations imposed by USFWS. 

In 1994, USFWS DNWR conducted compatibility determinations for activities within DNWR.  DNWR found that Tribal treaty fishing was compatible and provided as justification that ‘Tribal fishing is permitted on the Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge in accordance with the Point No Point Treaty of 1855.’  The shellfish operation was not considered separately or as somehow separated and not included within this treaty access and rights.

In 2013, USFWS DNWR conducted compatibility determinations for activities within DNWR.  DNWR found that Tribal treaty fishing was compatible and provided as justification that “The USFWS recognizes the Point-No-Point Treaty Tribes retained the right to fish at their usual and accustomed places and that Dungeness NWR is one of those places.”  The shellfish operation was not considered separately. 

In 2021, a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is signed by seventeen Federal Agencies, including the US Department of Interior, to clarify US/Tribal Collaboration and fulfillment of Trust Responsibilities.  Specifics of this MOU include: 

Treaty-protected rights to use of and access to natural and cultural resources are an intrinsic part of Tribal life and are of deep cultural, economic, and subsistence importance to tribes.

Under the U.S. Constitution, treaties are part of the supreme law of the land, with the same legal force and effect as federal statutes.

The Supreme Court has explained that Indian treaties are to be interpreted liberally in favor of tribes, giving effect to the treaty terms as tribes would have understood them, with ambiguous provisions interpreted for their benefit.

Integrating consideration of Tribal treaty and reserved rights into agency decision-making and regulatory processes is consistent with the federal government's trust responsibility to federally recognized tribes and to fundamental principles of good government.

Further, Joint Secretarial Order 3403 and Executive Order 13175 strive to ensure that all decisions by the Departments relating to Federal stewardship of Federal lands, waters, and wildlife under their jurisdiction include consideration of how to safeguard the interests of Indian Tribes; and use consensual mechanisms on issues relating to Tribal self-government, Tribal trust resources, or Indian Tribal treaty and other rights.

GOALS:

This LOA is intended to promote mutual understanding and cooperation to assure Treaty-protected rights to use of and access to natural and cultural resources within the Federally owned – and use-easement boundaries of the Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge.



The goals of the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe as articulated in their shellfish farm permit materials are:

To maintain a traditional way of life including harvesting, consuming and trading shellfish in Jamestown’s ancestral home.  In 1990, Tribal Elders sought to establish the Dungeness oyster farm, so that S’Klallam could continue the practice of their ancestors and earn a living from Dungeness Bay.  With the Dungeness oyster farm, the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe (a sovereign nation) and Jamestown Seafood (a Tribally-owned business) intend to continue to enjoy and share their ancestral resources in a sustainable manner, growing a naturalized species in Dungeness Bay.



The goals of the USFWS DNWR as articulated in its Mission Goals and Purposes policy

Comprehensive Conservation Plan, 2013) are:

· Conserve a diversity of fish, wildlife, and plants and their habitats, including species that are endangered or threatened with becoming endangered.

· Develop and maintain a network of habitats for migratory birds, anadromous and interjurisdictional fish, and marine mammal populations that is strategically distributed and carefully managed to meet important life history needs of these species across their ranges.

· Conserve those ecosystems, plant communities, wetlands of national or international significance, and landscapes and seascapes that are unique, rare, declining, or underrepresented in existing protection efforts.

· Provide and enhance opportunities to participate in compatible wildlife-dependent recreation (hunting, fishing, wildlife observation and photography, and environmental education and interpretation).

· Foster understanding and instill appreciation of the diversity and interconnectedness of fish, wildlife, and plants and their habitats.



PRINCIPLES OF AGREEMENT:

1. Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe shall follow the terms and conditions of all issued permits for stocking, maintaining, harvesting and selling product of the farm;

2. Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe shall have access to its leased area;

3. Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe shall share information about the farm operations, permit conditions, and monitoring information regularly, and upon request to DNWR;

4. Jamestown S’Klallam shall have a direct role in the management of their ancestral homelands and be consulted on all decisions impacting the refuge;

5. Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe will be sensitive to the purpose of the Refuge and will strive to reduce bird disturbance from October 1 – May 14; and

6. USFWS will be sensitive to the Tribe’s unique relationship to Dungeness Bay and will support continuation of traditional practices, including seafood harvest for commerce.

Parties Agree to the Principles:





_____________________________  		___________________________

W. Ron Allen, Chairman/CEO			Date

Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe





_______________________________		___________________________

Robyn Thorson					Date

Regional Director, USFWS




The Watershed  
and its Unique Cultural History


The Dungeness Bay is located at the base of an 
extensive valley drained by the Dungeness River. 
Before settlers came, this Dungeness watershed 
was a healthy valley full of natural food sources 
and clean water for all human inhabitants as well 
as aquatic, avian and terrestrial wildlife. 


Cultural 
Ties: Dungeness Bay is the ancestral home 
of Jamestown S’Klallam people. Within the 
Dungeness watershed are six known S’Klallam 
heritage sites including four villages and 
two camp sites. In the immediate vicinity of 
Dungeness Bay there are multiple locations 
of cultural significance that are named in the 
S’Klallam language (cicákʷč - Dungeness Spit;  
xạ́ƛ̕sən – sandbar between Dungeness and 
Jamestown; məməkʷə́nəkʷ - area on inside of 
Dungeness Spit, where the ground is rough). 
Tribal people were driven off the land by settlers 
in the mid-19th century, prompting Tribal leaders 
to purchase 210 acres to the east, at what is 
now called Jamestown. Dungeness and Sequim 
Bays remain key locales in the Tribe’s “usual and 
accustomed grounds and stations.”


A Sovereign Nation within  
the United States of America


Treaties: Treaties are covered in the United 
States Constitution, Article 6:


...and all Treaties made, or which shall be 
made, under the Authority of the United 
States, shall be the supreme Law of the 


Land; and the Judges in every State 
shall be bound thereby, anything in the 
Constitution of Laws of any State to the 


Contrary notwithstanding.


Treaty of Point No Point: The Jamestown 
S’Klallam Tribe has had an ongoing relationship 
with the Federal government since our leaders 
signed the Treaty of Point No Point in 1855, and 
we are recognized as a self-governing sovereign 
nation within the United States. 


Retained Rights: The right to hunt, fish, and 
gather in our usual and accustomed areas was 
one of the most important rights retained by 
Tribal leaders when they signed the Treaty of 
Point No Point on January 26, 1855.
Article IV of that treaty states: 


The right of taking fish at usual and 
accustomed grounds and stations is further 
secured to said Indians, in common with all 


citizens of the United States….
This right has been repeatedly tested – first by 
settlers, and in the 20th century, by the Boldt 
(State 1974; Supreme Court 1979) and Rafeedie 
(State 1994) court decisions, which reaffirmed 
the validity of Tribal rights, and ordered co-
management of harvests by Washington Tribes 
and the State of Washington.
Several 21st century federal initiatives clearly 
support protection of treaty, economic, religious, 
subsistence and cultural interests of Federally-
recognized Tribes, and of incorporating Tribal 
expertise and indigenous knowledge into Federal 
land and resource management. 


Ensuring Viability for  
the Next Seven Generations


Lost Habitat and Fishing Opportunities: Fish 
and wildlife habitat in the Dungeness watershed 
was altered as settlers transformed the forests 
from prairies and shoreland to agricultural, 
residential and other uses. The resulting stream 
habitat loss and the degradation of water 
translated to steep salmon population declines. 
Once, the river teemed with chinook, and the bay 
with an abundance of finfish, bivalves, octopus 
and crabs. The S’Klallam people harvested and 
gathered  what they needed, well aware that 
they were only one part of a carefully balanced 
ecosystem.


We Have Always Cared for  
Our Ancestral Watershed


Today, the only salmon fishery for Dungeness is 
hatchery coho; chinook fishing collapsed decades 
ago. While the Tribe’s habitat restoration work 
appears to be improving chinook population 
numbers, this preferred Tribal fishing opportunity is 
still dormant today. The Tribe has been working hard 
to restore habitat to encourage the return of healthy 
fish populations.


With loss of 
salmon economic 
opportunity, the 
Tribe began 
pursuing shellfish 
including 
geoduck  and 
oyster cultivation.  
However, there 
were now limited  
locations from 
which Tribal 
citizens could 
harvest. In 1990 
Jamestown Tribal 
Elders requested 
that the Tribe obtain 
the tideland lease 
in Dungeness 
Bay to continue 
harvesting seafood 
in traditional home 


waters. This shellfish farm was successfully run by 
the Tribe for 15 years, but was forced into fallow 
management because of upland water quality 
concerns. 
For a decade Jamestown committed extensive 
resources, secured funding, and led an effort with 
Clallam County Environmental Health, Clallam 
Conservation District, and other partners, to 
improve stream, river and marine water quality that 
was impacted by failing septic systems and other 
water quality issues. The joint work was largely 
successful, allowing the Tribe to plan its return to 
oyster farming in Dungeness Bay.  
In 2021, local, State and Federal permits were 
secured and the Tribe began seeding about two 
of the 34 acres of available area, with loose oyster 
seed (very small oysters, about the size of your 
thumbnail). We will monitor the loose oyster culture 
growth to inform next season’s management (per 
permits, up to five acres may have gear placed on 
it), and the Tribe is eager to see how the oysters 
fare among the abundant wildlife in the Bay. We are 
hopeful that loose oyster culture will be successful.   


Ongoing Investments: In the 21st century, the 
Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe protects our treaty rights 
in our homelands by working cooperatively with 
partner stewards 
of the land to 
ensure that we 
can responsibly 
harvest our 
traditional 
foods for the 
next seven 
generations. This 
requires us to 
monitor habitat 
for viability, and 
to restore and 
enhance habitat 
that has been 
degraded. Here are some examples of our projects, 
which cover every aspect of the watershed that 
might impact viable habitat and harvest:


Water Quality – Ongoing monitoring of surface 
waters (fresh and marine) to detect any 
pollutants or biotoxins; as well as cooperative 
work with Clallam Conservation District and 
landowners to implement best management 
practices for improved water quality.  Ongoing 
engagement at local, regional, State and Federal 
levels to assure 
highest 
standards for 
water quality to 
protect marine 
biota and public 
health.
Water 
Quantity – 
Monitoring and 
understanding 
Dungeness 
River flows and 
area streams 
to assure 
adequate flows 
for aquatic 
biota.
Nearshore 
Habitat – 
Monitoring 
of eelgrass 
and other 
key marine 


indicators; as well as sediment recruitment 
for beach nourishment.  Studying Sea 
Level Rise and initiating efforts to relocate 
infrastructure away from the shoreline; 
implementing estuary and salt marsh 
habitat restoration projects and monitoring/
eradication for European Green Crab.
•	 River Habitat – Implementing a 
landscape scale effort to return Dungeness 
River to functional river processes that 
support all stages of salmon life-cycles (and 
other aquatic, terrestrial and avian wildlife)
including land acquisition, moving homes 
out of harm’s way; riparian restoration; and 
floodplain recovery (including the lower river 
dike setback).


Revenue Funds Tribal Programs: We have 
developed a diverse portfolio of for-profit 
businesses to enable us to supplement the 
Federal assistance we receive, which has 
never been sufficient to meet all of the needs 
of our Tribal citizens. Profits from all of our 
businesses fund Tribal Programs, including 
our environmental work. We provide our 
Tribal citizens with healthcare, educational 
scholarships, job training, housing, and many 
other services to enable self-reliance and remain 
vibrant and active as Elders. 
Among those businesses is Jamestown 
Seafood, which builds on our treaty rights to 
produce shellfish seed and grow shellfish for the 
restaurant industry.  


Mutually Beneficial Work: Our work to mitigate 
the impacts of up-river development and pollution 
in the Dungeness River and surrounding area 
successfully returned Dungeness Bay to a clean 
and viable harvesting area for shellfish, birds, 
fish and other creatures. This work benefits 
the entire community by working toward a 
healthier watershed. Mainstem Dungeness River 
floodplain restoration and protection provides 
prime habitat for the species that depend on 
the watershed for their livelihoods. While there 
are many community benefits to this work, they 
have been undertaken primarily for the purpose 
of guaranteeing that our future generations can 
have a shellfish resource, while safeguarding our 
treaty rights.


Living in Balance with Nature in the  
21st Century and Beyond


The Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe is proud of our 
environmental heritage, and of the partnerships 
that our Natural Resources staff have developed 
with many local, State, Tribal, and Federal 
agencies who share a desire for ongoing 
stewardship of the lands and waters that we call 
our homelands. 
We, the S’Klallam people, are now, have been, 
and will always be a part of that ecosystem, 
working in balance with the cycles of nature. 
Although conditions and food growing methods 
have changed in response to the human 
population, our culture of stewardship will never 
change.


Water quality titration in our lab


Tribal staff restoring Olympia Oyster beds in Sequim Bay
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S’Klallam villages around Dungeness Bay







Hugh Morrison
Acting Regional Director
Interior Regions 9 & 12
911 NE 11th Ave.
Portland, Oregon  97232-4181
(503) 231-2282
(he/him/his)

I live and work in the traditional homelands of the Chinook, Clackamas, Cowlitz, Kalapuya, Kathlamet,
Molalla, Multnomah, and Wasco people who have made their homes along the lower Columbia River for
thousands of years.

From: Ann Sargent <asargent@jamestowntribe.org>
Sent: Wednesday, August 10, 2022 1:55 PM
To: Morrison, Hugh R <hugh_morrison@fws.gov>
Cc: W Ron Allen <rallen@jamestowntribe.org>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Self-Governance Compacting Dungeness Bay Refuge, Sequim, Washington
 
 

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.  

Director Morrison:  I am resending the Letter from Chairman W. Ron Allen, but this time including
the attachments!  Thank you, 
 

Ann Sargent
Executive Assistant to Tribal Chair/CEO W. Ron Allen
Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe
1033 Old Blyn Hwy
Sequim, WA 98382
Ph: 360-681-4661
Cell: 360-461-6126
 


