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MOU Discussion

The group discussed the status of the MOU. The states agreed that CPW would shorten the
agreement to around one page based on input from their attorneys and that the states would
review the agreement during their next meeting among themselves. The states asked if they
could mention the Service issuing 10(a)(1)(A) permits in the agreement and the Service said
they could, especially because the permits were mentioned in the similar MOU for the Mexican
wolf project. The Service asked to see the agreement once the states are ready to share it in
case it has any relevance to the broader decisions the Service is making on wolves.

Project Updates/Timeline

The Service had planned to share draft recovery permit language with the states next week but
decided to push this date out to 8/14 to accommodate their other deadlines. The group decided
to cancel next week’s meeting on 8/7.

The Service gave the group an update on their timeline for the FEIS and final rule. The Service
received comments from their regional office, policy experts, and their solicitors. The team is
working on addressing the comments to ensure the FEIS and rule are as clear as possible. The



Service is hoping to have the Regional Director Matt Hogan surname the rule by the end of the
week. The Service is briefing the Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs (OIRA) on 8/1 and
is scheduling a briefing for the Department of the Interior (DOI) Review Team.

Questions & Answers

AZDGF asked how many cooperating agencies provided comments on the draft FEIS. The
Service estimated that 8-10 cooperating agencies submitted comments. Most comments were
focused on the ungulate provision, the scope of the NEPA analysis, how the 10(j) rule would
interact with other laws like the Wilderness Act, and interactions between Mexican wolves and
gray wolves.

AZDGF asked if the Southern Ute Indian Tribe and the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe had requested
the ungulate provision. The Service explained that both Tribes had requested the provision
either verbally or in writing. The Service’s Region 2 representative asked if the Navajo Nation
had requested the ungulate provision and Region 6 said that they did not but had asked for
wolves that migrate onto the Navajo Nation be removed. The Service is in the process of
scheduling a meeting with the Navajo Nation and initiating the government-to-government
consultation they had requested in their comment letter. Region 2 noted that for Mexican
wolves, they will honor requests for wolf removal on reservation lands, but fee title lands are
treated as private lands.

UDWR asked for the Service and CPW to clarify how Colorado could capture wolves from an
unlisted population and transport those wolves through Colorado without the Service becoming
involved, since wolves are endangered in Colorado. The Service explained that Colorado’s
authority to do so comes from their Section 6 agreement with the Service, which allows states to
have programs for the benefit of threatened and endangered species without the Service’s
involvement. CPW also noted that if a wolf is captured in a state where the species is delisted,
the wolf retains its delisted status until it is released into an area where it is listed. CPW
explained that the Section 6 agreement is also used for black-footed ferret releases.

AZDGF asked if the Service had decided on the length of time to issue the 10(A)(1)(a) permit.
The Service plans to discuss this decision internally and report back to the states.



