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RSOL Review & Surname] FR 5308 | Final Colorado Wolf 10(j), Final EIS, draft ROD, and
NOA for Final EIS & ROD

Greetings, Kelly:

The subject package is now ready for your preliminary review. All of the package materials are
available for your use here:

20230404_FR5308_Final_CO_Wolf_10j

We recommend opening these files in the Word desktop app when possible.

Please note: Given our extremely expedited deadline, this package is undergoing concurrent
review by RSOL, R6 RO ES, R6 OLE, and Regions 1, 2, 3, and 8. In order to improve our ability
to address comments and update the documents, we would appreciate that all internal users
add their comments and edits in these shared documents located in this OneDrive folder.

Our Note to Reviewer (NTR) is pasted below for ease of reference.

As always, many thanks for your time, expertise, and ongoing support of this project. We
would appreciate your preliminary feedback by July 28 and expect to deliver back to you for
official HQ review and surname by August 22. Please do not hesitate to contact any of us at

any time.
Sincerely,
Craig.
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|n_grder to meet the State of Colorado’s gray wolf release deadline, we must
transmit this package to HQ by Monday August 14, 2023.

The Information Memo {IM) and Clearance Briefing Paper (CEP) provids &
table of cntical dates for surname by HQ and clearance by the Deparfmsnt.
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Main Mezzage:

Thiz surname packagzs for our final mle to establish 2 nonessential experimental population of
tha gray wolf in the State of Colorado under zection 1]} of the Endangered Species Act
inchudes the followng 14 docoments:
# The final zection 1)) mle (must clear DOT by November 5)
& A nofice of availability NOA) for the final environmental impact statemeant (EIS) and
draft record of decision (FROD) (must clear DOT by September 28
The final EI5
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Sizned Intra-Service biological opinion
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Following the poblication of our proposed rule on Febroary 17 {88 FE. 10258, and our review
of public comments received during the public comment peried, which closed on April 18,
2023, wea have preparad a finzl muls to designats 3 nonessantial experimental populztion (HEF)
of the federally endangered gray wolf (Canis fuprs) in Colorzdo under section 10(j) of the
Endangered Species Act (Act). This mle would contribute to the conzarvation of the federally
listed entity, the gray wolfin the lower-44 States, and belp support the State of Colorade’s
votar-mandated gray wolf reintroduction program. Chanzes from proposed to final mls were
larzely mingr - mostly clarifications and corrections - except for the addition of the take
provision for gray wolves that may be significanthy affecting ungulate populations on wibal
lands {“ungnlate provision™). For the final rule to become effective by December 15, we must
publizh the final mle by November 15, 2023,

We have alzo prepared a fingl environmental impact statement (EI5) and draft record of
decizion (FOD) for this action, which we noist announce in the Federal Register at least 30-

dayvs before the BOD is signed. The notice of availabilicy (M10A) for the FEIS and RO, also
inchided in thiz package, must poblish no later than Cotober 6, 2023,
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REGIONAL DIRECTOR OR DEPUTY REGIONAL DIRECTOR:
+  Surmame the “Yellow Surmame Sheet”™ PDF.

OTHER REVIEWERS:

or Signature +  Surname in OT5; and
+  Surname the Yellow Digital Sumame Sheet.
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Craig Hansen, Mountain-Praire Regional Office, 303-236-4749




1 [LNTEeT = LNEeTY ] |

Craig Hansen

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Region 6
Ecological Services - Branch of Classification & Recovery
Recovery Coordinator / Fish & Wildlife Biologist
Phone: (303) 236-4749 Fax: (303) 236-0027
Email: craig_hansen{a fws.gov
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