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Good afternoon Craig,

Thank you for the opportunity to review the final 10(j) rule for gray wolves in Colorado. Let
this email serve to demonstrate Region 8's concurrence with the rule. Thank you!

-Bjorn

Bjorn Erickson

Recovery Coordinator

Pacific Southwest Region - Region 8
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

2800 Cottage Way, Sacramento
(916) 414-6741 (office)

(916) 335-5476 (work cell)
Pronouns: he/him

From: Hansen, Craig <Craig_Hansen@fws.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2023 7:59 AM

To: McGee, Brady <brady _mcgee@fws.gov>; Dwire, Maggie <maggie dwire@fws.gov>; Erickson,
Peter (Bjorn) <Peter_Erickson@fws.gov>; Hall, Sarah <sarah_hall@fws.gov>; Ragan, Laura
<laura_ragan@fws.gov>; Pandolfi, Gary S <gary_pandolfi@fws.gov>

Cc: Niva, Liisa M <Liisa_Niva@fws.gov>; Broderdorp, Kurt <kurt_broderdorp@fws.gov>; Becker,
Scott A <scott_becker@fws.gov>; Zerrenner, Adam <Adam_Zerrenner@fws.gov>; Toivonen, Lauren
K <lauren_toivonen@fws.gov>

Subject: [CROSS-REGIONAL CONCURRENCE REQUEST 8/4] FR 5308 | Final Colorado Wolf 10(j)

[CROSS-REGIONAL CONCURRENCE REQUEST] FR 5308 | Final Colorado Wolf 10(j)

Greetings, Recovery Colleagues in Regions 1, 2, 3, 8, and the Mexican Wolf Recovery
Program:

We request your cross-regional review and concurrence of our final rule to designate a
nonessential experimental population (NEP) in the State of Colorado under section 10(j) of the
Act. This follows the incorporation of peer and public comments that we received on our

February 17, 2023, proposed rule.

Changes that we made from proposed to final rule consisted largely of updates and
clarifications, primarily to names and definitions of terms. The most substantive change is the
addition of a take provision for Tribes in Colorado to take gray wolves on Tribal land that are
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unacceptably reducing ungulate populations (aka the "ungulate provision").

We would appreciate your review and cross-regional concurrence, if possible, by Friday
August 4, 2023. You and your colleagues may access the final rule here:

20230717 _Final_Rule_CO _Wolf 10j vi.docx
We recommend opening this file in the Word desktop app when possible.

Please note: Given our extremely expedited deadline, this package is undergoing concurrent
review by HQ, PRB, RSOL, R6 RO ES, and R6 OLE. In order to improve our ability to address
comments and update the documents, we would appreciate if all internal users added their
comments and edits in these shared documents located in this OneDrive folder.

Additionally, if helpful to you, all of the package materials are available for your use here:

20230404_FR5308_Final_CO_Wolf_10j

For your awareness, there will be at least two Federal Register announcements for this
action:

e First, the Notice of Availability of the final environmental impact statement (EIS) and the
draft record of decision (ROD), which must publish at least 30-days before the final ROD
and final rule are signed, so this must publish by October 6, 2023 (must clear DOI by
September 29, 2023).

o Yesterday, we received some late-breaking direction to also announce a 10(a)(1)
(A) permit in this notice, and we are still working out those details.

e Second, the final rule, which must publish no later than November 15 in order to
become effective by December 15, 2023. As a result, the final rule must clear DOI by
November 3, 2023.

Our Note to Reviewer (NTR) is pasted below for ease of reference. Your emailed concurrence

back to me is acceptable, and | will add to our package.

As always, many thanks for your time, expertise, and ongoing support of this project. Please
do not hesitate to contact any of us at any time.

Sincerely,

Craig.

NOTE TO REVIEWER (NTR)
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Craig Hansen

LIS, Fish & Wildlife Service, Region 6
Ecological Services - Branch of Classification & Recovery
Recovery Coordinator ¢ Fish & Wildlife Biologist
Phone: (303) 236-4749 Fax: (303) 236-0027
Email: craig_hansen@ fws.gov

TEAMS ME

Our Mission

Video: Overview of the SSA

SSA Framework - SharePoint for Staff

Intro to the SSA @ NCTC: Course Schedule & Registration

Recovery Planning & Implementation (RPI NCTC: Course Registration
Recovery Planning and Implementation (RPI

The SSA Manuscript
SSA Reports on ECOS

Species with Recovery Plans on ECOS
National Listing Workplan
National Recovery Workplans

National Down and Delisting Workplan
Recovery Plans

Region 6 Recovery Resources

Writing Tips

Recovery Grants (Internal)

Region 6 ESA Practitioners' SharePoint

For correspondence templates and resources,
please go to the Correspondence OQuneDrive
Headguarters' Briefing Paper Template SharePoin.

od Wild,
&7 e
<

<4
“,
%

&
&

%,
e, K
s N
Assessm®

L
.
@y

NOTE: This e-mail correspondence and any attachments to and from
this sender are subject to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and
may be disclosed to third parties
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