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The goal of the Joshua Tree Conservation 
Agreement is to provide proactive conservation 

through a framework that ameliorates threats and 
manages sufficient habitat to maintain 

self-sustaining populations and avoid listing.
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Preliminary List for 
Tribal Coordination

Tribes

Yuhaaviatam of San Manuel Nation

Tejon Indian Tribe

Colorado River Indian Tribes

Lone Pine Paiute-Shoshone Tribe

Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians

Timbisha Shoshone Tribe

Cocopah Indian Tribe

Chemehuevi Indian Tribe
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Petition History and 
Status

Year Action

2015 Petition to list the Western Joshua Tree

2019 Not Warranted Decision

2019-2021 Litigation

2023 Revised SSA for Western and Eastern 
Joshua Trees

2023 Not Warranted Decision

2023-2025 Litigation
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Threats

Drought
and Increasing 
temperatures

Drought exacerbated 
herbivory and predation

Invasive Grasses 
& Wildfire 

Habitat Loss
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Existing Policies and 
Guidance
• BLM Integrated Vegetation Management 

Handbook 
• DoD Integrated Natural Resource 

Management Plans (INRMPS)
• Desert Renewable Energy Conservation 

Plan (DRECP)
• NFS Land Management Plans
• RASP Focal Areas for Desert Tortoise
• Sentinel Landscape
• State and Local Ordinances
• USFWS Desert Tortoise Critical Habitat
• Wilderness (Federal and State)6



State of California
Western Joshua Tree Conservation Act
• Enacted in July 2023 
• Tribal Co-Management
• In lieu fee program 
• Western Joshua Tree Conservation Plan
• Guidance for Tree Relocation
• Rangewide Monitoring
• Formation of the Joshua Tree Coalition
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Joshua Tree Coalition
Draft Vision Statement

CLIMATE CHANGE RESILIENT JOSHUA TREE 
ECOSYSTEMS THRIVE THROUGH COLLECTIVE 
STEWARDSHIP, TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE, 

SCIENCE, AND PUBLIC SUPPORT.
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Conservation Agreement Framework
• Establish management units 
• Identify high priority areas for 

conservation.
• Strategies for ameliorating threats. 
• Standardize avoidance and 

minimization measures
• Establish a mitigation strategy
• Implement Monitoring 
• Implement Restoration (seed collection 

and outplanting)9



Conclusion & Next Steps

• Engage with tribes to develop an agreement together
• Synthesize existing plans and their benefit to Joshua trees
• Develop a strategy that complements existing policies
• Develop a path toward shared stewardship
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QUESTIONS
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