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CALIFORNIA FOREST
CONSERVATION
PLAN

« Statewide conservation plan

» Streamlined Endangered Species Act
compliance

* Voluntary

* Fuelsreduction and forest resilience projects
« Coversalllands

* Goals:

* Accelerate and support implementation of
projects

* Integrate conservation

* Provide consistency across all lands
federal and non-federal




WHAT
ACTIVITIES ARE
COVERED?

* Projects with the intent of reducing fuel loads
and increasing ecosystem resiliency

* Broad categories

Hazardous Fuel Reduction
Prescribed Fire

Fuel Breaks

Post-Disturbance Vegetation Removal

A o

Restoration

* Protect our communities

 Necessary for conservation and recovery of
forest-dwelling species




HOW DO THE
ACTIVITIES SUPPORT
CONSERVATION?

* Reducerisk of catastrophic wildfire
 Activities increase:

1. Ecosystem resilience

2. Ecosystem stability

3. Biodiversity

* Necessary to reduce threats causing species
declines

 Examples
— California spotted owl

— Foothill yellow-legged frog




WHAT SPECIES
ARE
COVERED?

* Listed and non-listed species
* Apply criteria for coverage based on
— Range
— Status
— Impact
— Data

* Limit to what could require compliance with
the Endangered Species Act




HOW DOES THIS
BENEFIT LAND
MANAGERS?

Programmatic in nature

Reduces time

Provides a suite of covered activities

Analyzes amount of impacts for covered
species

Standardized conservation measures and
best management practices

— Balance species conservation

— Support project implementation

Product is an innovative plan that meets
Endangered Species Act regulations
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STREAMLINED
PROCESS

» Streamlines project documentation
process

 Retains coordination with local field
office

 Significantly reduces timeline without
cutting corners

* Projects are evaluated similarly
regardless of ownership

Traditional
(for projects with no existing means for

ESA compliance [BO, PBO, HCP, etc.])

CA Forest
Conservation Plan

Project Developer Drafts:

* Biological Assessment
(Section 7)

o

e Habitat Conservation Plan
(Section 10)

Project Developer Fills Out:

e Project Documentation
Form

» Eligibility Determination
Form

Submit to USFWS for Review
 Review plan and

mitigation measures
e Collaborate on
conservation

Project Review | Project Design

* Finalize plan content

Submit to USFWS for Review

* Review questionnaire and
project description

* Collaborate on
conservation

* Finalize plan content

Final Product
ESA Compliance Via:

e Section 7: Biological
Opinion (Take Statement)

e Section 10: Incidental Take
Permit

Documentation

1-3 Years

Final Product

ESA Compliance Via:

* Section 7: Biological
Opinion (Take Statement)

e Section 10: Incidental Take
Permit

2-4 Months



CFCP: KEY TAKEAWAYS

What this plan is What this plan is not

Facilitates compliance with federal Endangered Not blanket approval (CESA, local laws, etc.)
Species Act

Process for federal consultation (section 7) Does not circumvent processes

Facilitates issuance of permits (section 10) Project approval

Supports species recovery A process or prioritization of treatment types or

treatment areas

Framework Land management plan
Voluntary Required

Providing efficiencies for existing processes Creating new requirements or regulations




STATEWIDE
APPROACH

B Northern Subplan
Plumas-Tahoe Subplan
[ Sierra Subplan

7/ Future Subplan Areas
[ California Counties

* Development of series of subplans

* Draft Plumas-Tahoe Subplan complete

* Focusing on development of
— Northern California subplan
— Sierra subplan

 [nitiating development of a statewide NEPA
document

T
il

0 41 82 164 246 328




PLUMAS-TAHOE
SUBPLAN

e 3,149,329 acres

 Plumas, Butte, Sierra, Yuba and Nevada
counties

 Plumas and Tahoe national forests +
other lands

11 covered species

California spotted owl Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frog
Fisher  Northwestern pond turtle

Gray wolf * Foothill yellow-legged frog

Layne’s butterweed Lahontan cutthroat trout
Whitebark pine « Californiared-legged frog

Monarch butterfly




TIMELINE

SPRING 2025 2026

Initiate NEPA for CFCP Finish additional geographic
Publish the Notice of subplans and submit to
Intent in Federal Register Federal Register for public
Scope fE:r NEPA comment
IIIIl"lIIIO"IIlliiillllliiollliiilIII""lIG"lllI"IlllIiiollIII'IIIlIIIIIIQIIIIIl"II

WINTER 2025 SUMMER 2025 SPRING 2027

Draft Plumas-Tahoe Subplan Northern California Final EIS for the CFCP
in Federal Register for and Sierra Subplans in completed
public comment Federal Register for All subplans

public comment completed



PARTICIPATION
IN THE PLAN

Project Documentation Form

the programmatic biological opinion, the Bureau ¢

t to use the programmatic biological opinion for

ation (Part A), the Fish and Wildlife Service
(Part C). This form

t-project reporting
does not fit in the fillf

This consultation consists of
Management’s (Bureau) reques
action with projcct-spcciﬁc inform
response (Part B). and the Bureau’s pos
and sent clectronically. If your response to any question
add extra pages and note the additional pages in the box.

{ affect 10 acres of habitat or less or that do not involve ongof
tion, the Service’s Division Chief

For projects tha
tortoises that are associated with transporta
respond via electronic mail if she or he has any concerns with use of the pro
opinion. The Bureau may assume that the Service has no concerns if it does
close of the 30-day period; as a courtesy. the Service’s Division Chief will {
Bureau of her or his decision as soon as possible. |
at will involve ongoing imy

For projects that affect more than 10 acres or th
ice’s Division Chief will r¢

that are associated with transportation, the Serv
by signing and returning the activity form via electronic mail. The Burecau
implement such projects until it receives notification from the Service.

Part A: Request to Implement an Activity by the Bureau

Date of request from Bureau:
Bureau point of contact:
Phone number/e-mail:

Project/activity title:

Proponent/applicant:
Number of desert tortoises potentially impacted (see Service survey

> 160 mm:

< 160 mm:

Number of acres anticipated to be affected:

Non-critical habitat:

Critical habitat:

California
For
Sectime.s;oc lg::er vation Plan — Plymgas._t
mit Applicati as-Tahoe §
on Eligibilit ubplan
y Key

1. Isth
€ purpose of
the
create a land. proposed proj
. sc : project
(i.e., insects diape that is more resgh' i Support reduce fue] |
> disease outbreaks ch'me?t t; h‘gh'SGVen'ty wildfoads and/or increase f;
> ate ¢, ange)() 1res or othe; R orest health
? T major disturp, to
ances

O
a. If yes, proceed to Step 2

2. Does
Your propo, )
Conservati Posed project fall with;
- aIt;on Plan PIUmﬂS-Tah:, :“St::i;]l) Ithe Planning Area a5 g
-Ifyes, proceed to an? s described j
Step 3 in the Californ;
" a Forest

Ob. If no, the Service c i

Who can participate?
— Any landowner
* Needing Endangered Species Act compliance

 Wanting Endangered Species Act compliance
* Wanting to conserve species
— Must meet eligibility criteria
How do | participate?
e Submit request to the Fish and Wildlife Service
* Request consists of:
1. Eligibility determination form
2. Project documentation form

3. Application for inci
cidental take permit -
federal applicants only) ’ t(non

4. $100 permit applicati
, pplication fee (non-
applicants only) ( federal

* Reporting and monitoring
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ional Conservation Coordinator

Rachel Henry, Reg

y@fws.gov

Rachel _henr

https://www.fws.gov/office/sacramento-fish-and-wildlife/california-forest-conservation-plan
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