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IMPACT OF HIGH 
SEVERITY WILDFIRE

Before and after the Mosquito Fire in 2022

Foresthill, CA

Credit: USFWS



2020 Creek Fire
Sierra National Forest
Photo by USFWS



CALIFORNIA FOREST 
CONSERVATION 
PLAN
• Statewide conservation plan

• Streamlined Endangered Species Act 
compliance 

• Voluntary

• Fuels reduction and forest resilience projects

• Covers all lands

• Goals:

• Accelerate and support implementation of 
projects

• Integrate conservation

• Provide consistency across all lands 
(federal and non-federal)



WHAT 
ACTIVITIES ARE 
COVERED?
• Projects with the intent of reducing fuel loads 

and increasing ecosystem resiliency

• Broad categories

1. Hazardous Fuel Reduction

2. Prescribed Fire

3. Fuel Breaks

4. Post-Disturbance Vegetation Removal

5. Restoration

• Protect our communities

• Necessary for conservation and recovery of 
forest-dwelling species



HOW DO THE 
ACTIVITIES SUPPORT 
CONSERVATION?
• Reduce risk of catastrophic wildfire

• Activities increase: 

1. Ecosystem resilience

2. Ecosystem stability

3. Biodiversity

• Necessary to reduce threats causing species 
declines

• Examples

– California spotted owl 

– Foothill yellow-legged frog



WHAT SPECIES 
ARE 
COVERED?
• Listed and non-listed species

• Apply criteria for coverage based on

– Range

– Status

– Impact

– Data

• Limit to what could require compliance with 
the Endangered Species Act



HOW DOES THIS 
BENEFIT LAND 
MANAGERS?
• Programmatic in nature

• Reduces time

• Provides a suite of covered activities

• Analyzes amount of impacts for covered 
species 

• Standardized conservation measures and 
best management practices

– Balance species conservation

– Support project implementation

Product is an innovative plan that meets 
Endangered Species Act regulations



STREAMLINED 
PROCESS

• Streamlines project documentation 
process

• Retains coordination with local field 
office

• Significantly reduces timeline without 
cutting corners

• Projects are evaluated similarly 
regardless of ownership



CFCP: KEY TAKEAWAYS

What this plan is What this plan is not

Facilitates compliance with federal Endangered 
Species Act

Not blanket approval (CESA, local laws, etc.)

Process for federal consultation (section 7) Does not circumvent processes

Facilitates issuance of permits (section 10) Project approval

Supports species recovery A process or prioritization of treatment types or 
treatment areas

Framework Land management plan

Voluntary Required

Providing efficiencies for existing processes Creating new requirements or regulations



STATEWIDE 
APPROACH

• Development of series of subplans

• Draft Plumas-Tahoe Subplan complete

• Focusing on development of

– Northern California subplan

– Sierra subplan

• Initiating development of a statewide NEPA 
document 



PLUMAS-TAHOE 
SUBPLAN

• 3,149,329 acres

• Plumas, Butte, Sierra, Yuba and Nevada 
counties

• Plumas and Tahoe national forests + 
other lands

• 11 covered species

• California spotted owl • Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frog

• Fisher • Northwestern pond turtle

• Gray wolf • Foothill yellow-legged frog

• Layne’s butterweed • Lahontan cutthroat trout

• Whitebark pine • California red-legged frog

• Monarch butterfly



TIMELINE



PARTICIPATION 
IN THE PLAN

Who can participate?

– Any landowner 

• Needing Endangered Species Act compliance

• Wanting Endangered Species Act compliance

• Wanting to conserve species

– Must meet eligibility criteria

How do I participate?

• Submit request to the Fish and Wildlife Service

• Request consists of:

1. Eligibility determination form

2. Project documentation form

3. Application for incidental take permit (non-
federal applicants only)

4. $100 permit application fee (non-federal 
applicants only)

• Reporting and monitoring 



THANK 
YOU FOR 
JOINING!

Rachel Henry, Regional Conservation Coordinator

Rachel_henry@fws.gov

https://www.fws.gov/office/sacramento-fish-and-wildlife/california-forest-conservation-plan

https://www.fws.gov/office/sacramento-fish-and-wildlife/california-forest-conservation-plan
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