Feral Swine Management at

Carolina Sandhills NWR

Feral swine are rapidly expanding

their distribution and numbers
throughout the United States. In
South Carolina, feral hogs are
found in every county, and they
have become a major pest in

forests, wetlands, and fields.
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estroying vegetation in wetland an wildlife refuges aim to reduce numbers to

levels that minimize impacts to acceptable
levels, and where possible, completely
eradicate them. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (Service) utilizes a multifaceted
approach of various removal methods on both
small and large scales by staff and partners.
Carolina Sandhills National Wildlife Refuge
(NWR or refuge) has devoted significant
funding and staff time to feral swine removal.
The refuge removes approximately 150 hogs
annually. The refuge has increased its
removal of these destructive animals by
utilizing trapping, opportunistic removal, night
operations and aerial gunning. Combining all
of these strategies, especially in February and
March, significantly increases efficiency.
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