From: Reyes, Ernesto

To: Gardiner, Dawn; Orms, Mary
Subject: Fw: Space X article

Date: Monday, May 8, 2023 12:22:29 PM
FYI.

Ernesto Reyes

Fish and Wildlife Biologist

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Ecological Service Alamo Sub-Office
3325 Green Jay Rd

Alamo, Texas 78516
C-361-533-6057

From: Perez, Chris <chris_perez@fws.gov>

Sent: Monday, May 8, 2023 11:58 AM

To: Perez, Sonny <sonny_perez@fws.gov>; Reyes, Ernesto <ernesto_reyes@fws.gov>; DelaGarza,
Imer <Imer_DelaGarza@fws.gov>; Barnett, Joseph R <joseph_barnett@fws.gov>; Bilodeau,
Stephanie A <stephanie_bilodeau@fws.gov>; Sternberg, Mitch <mitch_sternberg@fws.gov>; Edler,
Scot <scot_edler@fws.gov>

Subject: Re: Space X article

Yes, on April 26th. See our official response below:

Aubry writes: Good afternoon! DOI just cleared the information below for media release and |
will be sending it out to this list of media outlets shortly (TechCrunch, L.A. Times, Daily Beast,
CNBC, Wall Street Journal, San Antonio Express News, AIAA, NBCUni, Texas Public Radio,
Bloomberg, Scientific American). We are not cleared to do any interviews on this topic, only
email the written response, so please continue directing media outlets to public affairs for
assistance. Thanks!

Statement:

The Service is in communication with SpaceX and other partner agencies and organizations to
provide on-the-ground guidance to minimize further impacts and reduce long-term damages to
natural resources. We are also coordinating with the FAA on their site assessment, post-launch
event recommendations, and Endangered Species Act compliance.

Background:

On April 20, 2023, at 8:33 a.m. CT, SpaceX conducted the first flight test of the Starship rocket
from Starbase, located adjacent to Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge.
Following the launch and mid-air explosion, Cameron County closed Boca Chica Beach and
State Highway 4 for 48 hours due to launch pad safety concerns, which prevented U.S. Fish and



Wildlife Service staff from accessing refuge-owned and managed land. Once the closure
ended, Service staff began their assessment of the launch impacts at 10 a.m. April 22, 2023.

Impacts from the launch include numerous large concrete chunks, stainless steel sheets, metal
and other objects hurled thousands of feet away along with a plume cloud of pulverized
concrete that deposited material up to 6.5 miles northwest of the pad site. Although no debris
was documented on refuge fee-owned lands, staff documented approximately 385 acres of
debris on SpaceX's facility and at Boca Chica State Park, which is leased by the Service and
managed as a component of the Lower Rio Grande National Wildlife Refuge. Additionally, a
3.5-acre fire started south of the pad site on Boca Chica State Park land. At this time, no dead
birds or wildlife have been found on refuge-owned or managed lands.

For more information on the FAA's mishap investigation, reach out to Steve Kulm
at steven.w.kulm@faa.gov.

Aubry Buzek

Public Affairs Specialist — Texas
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
512-962-0289

aubry buzek@fws.gov

From: Perez, Sonny <sonny_perez@fws.gov>

Sent: Monday, May 8, 2023 11:55 AM

To: Reyes, Ernesto <ernesto_reyes@fws.gov>; DelLaGarza, Imer <Imer_DelaGarza@fws.gov>;
Barnett, Joseph R <joseph_barnett@fws.gov>; Perez, Chris <chris_perez@fws.gov>; Bilodeau,
Stephanie A <stephanie_bilodeau@fws.gov>; Sternberg, Mitch <mitch_sternberg@fws.gov>; Edler,
Scot <scot_edler@fws.gov>

Subject: Re: Space X article

FWS is cited a couple of times. Did we produce some information or a report at some point?

From: Reyes, Ernesto <ernesto_reyes@fws.gov>

Sent: Monday, May 8, 2023 11:29 AM

To: Perez, Sonny <sonny_perez@fws.gov>; DelLaGarza, Imer <Imer_DelaGarza@fws.gov>; Barnett,
Joseph R <joseph_barnett@fws.gov>; Perez, Chris <chris_perez@fws.gov>; Bilodeau, Stephanie A
<stephanie_bilodeau@fws.gov>; Sternberg, Mitch <mitch_sternberg@fws.gov>; Edler, Scot
<scot_edler@fws.gov>

Subject: Fw: Space X article

FYI

Ernesto Reyes



Fish and Wildlife Biologist

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Ecological Service Alamo Sub-Office
3325 Green Jay Rd

Alamo, Texas 78516
C-361-533-6057

From: Leiva, Adriana <adriana_leiva@fws.gov>
Sent: Monday, May 8, 2023 8:27 AM

To: FW2 CC ES <FW2_CC_ES@fws.gov>
Subject: Space X article

SpaceX Explosion Damages Environment Around Launch Site (sciencefriday.com)

Adviana Lelva (She/Her)
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Gulf Restoration Program
4444 Corona Dr., Suite 215
Corpus Christi, TX 78411
Cell 281-898-5686
Adriana_leiva@fws.gov




