
1a. To get to the dKeys you will need to Log In, you can do that right away or 
when you get further along.   

 

 

2. You will need to enter the location of your project.  Select the continue button 
when you are done. 

 

1b. If you haven’t already logged in, you will need to log in at this point.  Below is 
a sample log in page.  



 

 

 

 

 

 



3. Next you will need to hit the define project button.  

 

4. You can add your project name and a project description.  Entering a detailed 
project description will help the biologists reviewing the use of the dkeys. Be sure 
to include specific details on the various components of your project, including 
timing, duration, and intensity. Please be sure your description addresses the 
“effects of the Action” (i.e., includes any applicable secondary actions).  

 



5. To get to the dKeys press the start review button 

 

 

 
6. Hit the continue button. 
 Note: If you don’t need an official species list you can skip this step to get 
to the dkeys 



  

 

7. Hit next step: determination keys to move on. 



 

8. To run the North Dakota state-wide dkeys, go to the evaluate button under 
North Dakota Determination Key 

 

9. Click check if my project qualifies. 



 

The Dkey will ask you a series of yes/no questions.  Select the appropriate radio 
button to indicate your response.  If you make an incorrect selection, you can click 
on Change Answer to go back and change your response.  For some questions, 
you can click on hyperlinks or hover over underlined text to get additional 
clarification.  Some questions, called “semantic questions”, are answered for you 
automatically based on previous input or spatial data embedded within the Dkey. 
 

 

10. When you are done answering the questions if you qualify, you can generate a 
consistency letter. You will need to put in name, number, type of project, agency, 
etc. 



 

 

 

 

 

 



11. Finally, submit project information to USFWS.  

 
 


