
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

The Louisiana black bear (UUrsus americacanus luteolus) was listed aas a threateneed subspeciess in 1992.  Duue to 
reecovery, it waas officially remmoved from the List of Enddangered andd Threatened Species on MMarch 11, 20116 
(eeffective April 11, 2016); crritical habitat ddesignation foor this subspeecies has alsoo been withdrrawn. Because the 
Loouisiana black bear is no loonger protectted under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), consuultation with ththe U.S. 
Fish and Wildlilife Service (SService) is nott required for this subspecicies. Howeverr, the Louisianna Department of 
WWildlife and Fissheries (LDWWF) prohibits tthe taking of LLouisiana blacck bears (i.e., killing or harrming them) aand 
coontinues to acctively managge this subspeecies.  The Seervice and LDDWF have deeveloped a plaan to extensivvely 
mmonitor the staatus of the Louisiana blackk bear for 7 yeears followingg its delisting ((until year 2022). That moonitoring 
wwill be undertaaken to detectt any potentiaal population ddecreases or threat increasses that may warrant the 
immplementationn of measuress to ensure thhat the Louisiaana black beaar remains seecure from rissk of extinction. 

Inn the interest oof conservingg the Louisianna black bear,, 
thhe Service encourages perrmit applicants to consider 
inncorporating cconservation mmeasures intoo their projectt 
deesigns that would avoid neegative impaccts to that 
suubspecies and its habitat. Such designs need only bbe 
coonsidered for projects occuurring within tthe breeding rrange 

off that subspeccies. 

AA current Louissiana black beear breeding range map iss 

loocated at:  
https://www.fws.goov/Lafayette/pdf//LA_Black_Bear__Breeding_Habitaat_Map.pdf 

Potential conseervation meassures for the Louisiana blaack bear incluude: 
- redducing the foootprint of propposed actionss to the maximmum extent feeasible 

- avvoiding impactts to potential den trees that are 36 inchhes or more in diameter att breast heighht 
- implementing pprograms to prevent the haabituation of bbears to humaan-associatedd food sources (e.g., 

usse of “bear-prooof” waste dissposal containners or daily rremoval of food and garbaage) 
- avvoiding vegetaative clearing during the blaack bear denning season (i.e., Decembber 1 through April 30). 

(PPlease note thaat these are notot legally requireed via the ESAA, nor are they cconditions of aany Departmentnt of the Army ppermit that 
yoou may be grannted. These arre voluntary meeasures that, if implemented, would further tthe conservatioion of the Louissiana black 
bebear.) 

Foor additional information reegarding the LLouisiana blaack bear and aany project-sppecific conservation measures that 
mmay be requireed by the LDWWF, please coontact Maria DDavidson (Large Carnivoree Program Maanager) at (3337) 262-
20080 or mdaviddson@wlf.la.ggov. 
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