
90 Day Prior Firefighting Experience Requirement: 
 
The Department of the Interior defines wildland firefighting experience as; on-the-line wildland 
firefighting experience gained through containment, control, suppression, or use of wildland fire. 
This experience can be met by serving in a temporary, seasonal, or equivalent private sector fire 
position for no less than 90 days. Periods of wildland firefighting experience, gained through militia 
and rural fire departments, can also be credited, as long as the total amount of this experience 
equates to at least 90 days. 
 
Wildland fire is defined as any non-structure fire that occurs in the wildland. Three distinct types of 
wildland fire have been defined and include wildfire, wildland fire use, and prescribed fire: 
 
Wildfire.  An unplanned, unwanted wildland fire, including unauthorized human-caused fires, 
escaped wildland fire use events, escaped prescribed fire projects, and all other wildland fires where 
the objective of the firefighter is to put the fire out. 
 
Wildland Fire Use.  The application of the appropriate management response to naturally ignited 
wildland fires to accomplish specific resource management objectives in predefined designated areas 
outlined in Fire Management Plans. 
 
Prescribed Fire.  Any fire ignited by management actions to meet specific objectives, A written, 
approved prescribed fire plan must exist, and the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) 
requirements (where applicable) must be met, prior to ignition. This description includes only 
fireline experience on a Prescribed Fire; it does not include experience in the planning stages. 
Prescribed fire experience must be supplemented by fire suppression experience in order to be 
creditable as previous wildland firefighting experience. 


