U.S. Ramsar Site Application Requirements

The Convention on Wetlands of International Importance Especially as Waterfowl Habitat,
called the Ramsar Convention, is the intergovernmental treaty that provides the framework for
the conservation and wise use of wetlands and their resources. Since its adoption in the Iranian
city of Ramsar in 1971, almost 90% of UN member states, from all the world’s geographic

regions, have acceded to become “Contracting Parties.”

Article 2.1 of the Convention states that “Each Contracting Party shall designate suitable
wetlands within its territory for inclusion in a List of Wetlands of International Importance. The
boundaries of each wetland shall be precisely described and also delimited on a map and they
may incorporate riparian and coastal zones adjacent to the wetlands, and islands or bodies of

’

marine water deeper than six meters at low tide lying within the wetlands.’

To this effect, the United States seeks Ramsar site applications that incorporate the wise-use
principles of the Convention alongside proposed wetland sites whose unique ecological
characteristics, including its ecology, botany, zoology, limnology, or hydrology, qualify them as

wetlands of international importance.

The Ramsar Convention defines wetlands as "areas of marsh, fen, peatland or water, whether
natural or artificial, permanent or temporary, with water that is static or flowing, fresh, brackish
or salt, including areas of marine water the depth of which at low tide does not exceed six

meters."”

Who Can Nominate a Site:

Any individual, Native American tribe, nonprofits, institution of higher education, corporation,
partnership, limited liability company, association, trust, unincorporated organization, or other
legal entity (hereafter referred to as “persons”) may apply to designate a site as a Wetland of

International Importance (Ramsar site) under the auspices of the Ramsar Convention.

Basic Requirements:



Site applicants must meet all of the “U.S. Nomination Package Checklist” requirements below in

addition to meet at least one of the nine Global Ramsar Criteria for consideration. The Global

Ramsar Criteria can be found online here under the Ramsar.org documents tab.

U.S. Nomination Package Checklist:

To be nominated as a U.S. Ramsar wetland of international importance, site applicants are

required to submit all of the following documents:

)

2)

3)

4)

A cover letter (no more than 5 pages) addressed to the Director describing how the
proposed site meets at least one the Global Ramsar Convention criteria for site listing
(see, above link here). In this cover letter, applicants are strongly encouraged to provide a
summary of how the site’s designation, if approved, could be leveraged to support jobs,
recreation, education, and species conservation at the local level and in the region.
Examples may include, but are not limited to, opportunities to leverage the designation to
organize events at the site and enhancing community engagement and visitorship through

outreach and branding.

A completed Ramsar Information Sheet (RIS), available online here. The applicant must
update this document at least once every six years. The RIS is the primary document used
by the U.S. government to evaluate the substance of Ramsar site nominations. Examples
of previously accepted RIS’s for listed sites in the U.S. are available here. If you have

questions regarding the RIS, please e-mail questions to cade london@fws.gov for

assistance.

A letter of endorsement from each of the landowners, including, as appropriate, private
landowners, Native American tribes, federal, state, and local government agencies, etc.

Sites without letters of endorsement from all landowners will not be considered.

A consultation letter(s) for the site’s listing from the respective state fish & wildlife
agency. Where appropriate, it is also recommended that applicants obtain letters of
support from other relevant state conservation agencies which may have an interest or

regulatory role in the site’s management (see appendix for template). For sites entirely on


https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/documents/library/ramsarsites_criteria_eng.pdf
https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/documents/library/ramsarsites_criteria_eng.pdf
https://www.ramsar.org/document/blank-offline-rsis-word-form-for-new-designations
https://rsis.ramsar.org/ris-search/?f%5b0%5d=regionCountry_en_ss%3AUnited+States+of+America&pagetab=1
mailto:cade_london@fws.gov

tribal land, this letter should come from the head of the tribe’s natural resources program

or other appropriate tribal leader. While state agencies may not have a nexus to site

proposals wholly on privately owned lands, applicants are encouraged to consult with

agencies that may have trust resources affected by the site’s listing. The U.S. Fish &

Wildlife Service, at its discretion, may contact conservation agencies that are not initially

consulted as applications progresses through review.

5) A commitment by the responsible persons to:

a.

Maintain the ecological character of the site in accordance with Ramsar
Convention requirements within the landowner’s purview. In the event that a
proposed site designation is comprised of multiple landowners, each landowner
must be included in this commitment. Maintaining the ecological character of a
site means to preserve or improve the ecosystem components, processes, benefits
and services that characterize a wetland at the point of designation (see, Ramsar
Handbook 19 for further information).

Meet all Ramsar Convention reporting requirements (i.e. updating the RIS at least
every six years with the site status and conditions) in full and on time for each
reporting period in perpetuity.

Provide the U.S. National Focal Point with current contact information for the
responsible authority and inform the U.S. National Focal Point of any changes to
the responsible authority.

Respond in a timely manner to U.S. National Focal Point/Administrative
Authority requests for information and/or data, including on matters related to
negative changes in ecological character.

Promote the Ramsar brand at the site. Branding activities may include, but are not
limited to, display of authorized Ramsar materials and signage, whether produced

by the site, its parent agency, the U.S. government, or other partners.

These commitments must be made in writing (see, appendix for template).


https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/lib/hbk4-19.pdf
https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/lib/hbk4-19.pdf

Applicants are welcome to provide additional letters of support from other stakeholders
associated with the proposed site that are not included in #3 above or any other information

believed to be useful in the review of the application.

Previously site applications required a letter from members of congress representing the
geographic area; however, this requirement has been rescinded. Nevertheless, letters of support
from members of congress are still highly encouraged where they articulate the value of the sites

proposed listing to local stakeholders of whom they represent.

All documents must be sent in hard copy to the following addresses for consideration:

Director

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20006

with a copy to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service International Affairs Program:

Assistant Director, International Affairs
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

5275 Leesburg Pike, MS:IA

Falls Church, VA 22041

If you require additional assistance, please e-mail cade_london@fws.gov with your questions.



mailto:cade_london@fws.gov

