State of XXXXXX= The Natural Resources Agency =
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE

[Agency Address]

[Application Date]

Director

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1849 C Street NW, Room 3358
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr/Mrs. XXXX:

The [State] Department of Fish and Wildlife (Department) supports the nomination of
the [SITE NAME] as a designated Ramsar wetland site.

Brief Site Summary: Example: The diversity of habitats and wildlife in the [SITE NAME]
is unparalleled, representing a unique transition from upland habitats to the Pacific
Ocean and the deep waters of the Monterey Canyon.

What is the Department’s interest in the site and management authority? Example:
The Department manages both the 872 acre Moss Landing Wildlife Area and the 1,700
acre Elkhorn Slough Ecological Reserve in the Elkhom Slough estuary. The Reserve is
also designated as a National Estuarine Research Reserve (NERR), as a result of a
partnership with the National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration. Through a
combination of federal and State funds, we manage the Reserve in cooperation with
the Elkhomn Slough Foundation. It is one of 28 NERRs around the United States.

Our Department has also designed the Elkhom Slough as a Marine Protected Area to
further conserve the diverse natural resources of the area.

What makes this site nomination worthy of inclusion in the Ramsar system? Example:
This nomination is well founded, considering the biological richness of the area.
Elkhorn Slough contains the largest concentration of southern sea otters within its
range. Their recolonization of the estuarine environment happened relatively recently
and the Reserve is actively invoived in describing their natural history in estuaries.
Additionally, large numbers of harbor seals and California sea lions utilize the area.
Over 300 species of birds have been observed in the area, including the endangered
Western snowy plover.

Considerable time, effort and funding is continuously being invested in scientific
investigations and subsequent management of the Elkhom Slough area. It is one of the
few remaining estuaries on the California coast. Research at the Elkhom Slough
Reserve is engaged in long term system monitoring of water quality, as well as the
estuary’s response to rising sea levels. Marsh restoration efforts underway in the
Slough include tracking the project's ability to sequester carbon in the Elkhom benthic
environment.

The Elkhorn Slough Reserve receives over 40,000 visitors per year. Many of these
visitors are students, engaged in the Reserve's education programs. Our visitor center
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provides access to five miles of trails on the shore of the Slough, exhibits about the
Elkhorn Slough and a forum to present natural history information to the public.

Final conclusion and point of contact for the State agency. Example:The Department
is committed to the conservation of the Elkhorn Slough on many fronts. We heartily
endorse this nomination as a Ramsar site to further these actions. For further
information, please contact the Reserve Manager XXXX at [PHONE AND EMAIL
CONTACT].

Thank you,

XXXX Department of Fish and Wildlife





